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Kenner Recreation Department move to The Esplanade has proven successful
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Chad 

Pitfield and Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn were walking 
through The Esplanade mall earlier this summer when 
they wondered if it might be possible to move the gym-
nastics, martial arts and cheerleading programs from 
their location at Barbre Gym in south Kenner.

That gym is old and the condition of the building 
has been deteriorating. Pitfield said he had recently 
received complaints from parents and coaches about 
leaks that allowed rain to come into the building and 
damage the equipment. Rodents were also becoming 
a problem.

“I knew we needed to move those programs and I 
just thought this might be an idea to try,” Pitfield said.

Pitfield made a final presentation to Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn and the administration, and Zahn 
gave the OK for the legal department and city officials 
to explore the possibility of entering into a lease in the 
mall.

“When you hear about rats running across the 
equipment in the gym, along with the other problems 
there, it’s obvious we had a significant safety issue for 
the kids, parents and coaches,” Zahn said.

The city finalized a lease for the vacant Old Navy 

space in the mall and made the move earlier this sum-
mer. One of the many benefits of the new location is 
the additional space available, Zahn and Pitfield said.

Barbre Gym had about 6,000 square feet of space, 
but the Old Navy location has more than 14,000 square 

feet – enough to allow all three programs to conduct 
practices or other events at the same time.

Pitfield said the reaction from parents and kids 
has been overwhelmingly positive.

“They love the look of this updated facility, and 
many have said they appreciate the additional room 
because at Barbre they often had to wait in their cars 
because there wasn’t space for everyone,” said Pitfield.

Shortly after moving into the Old Navy space, 
mold, flooding and foundation issues in the Kenner 
Recreation Department’s offices on Williams Boule-
vard became more serious. Zahn and Pitfield decided 
to move the recreation department staff into the Old 
Navy location.

“Going from an old brake tag station with two 
floors to a new, modern space has been very positive,” 
said Pitfield. “It’s now much easier for our employees 
to work together and we are close to our recreation 
programs.
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Rivertown Farmers Market begins its fall 2019 
season in October

“Take your Chevy to the levee and get ready to roll 
at Rivertown,” said Kenner Farmers Market Manager Al-
legro Hopkins. “It’s time to get the new season started.” 
On October 5, 2019, Market Umbrella, the New Orleans 
non-profit that runs the seven Crescent City Farmers 
Markets, will re-open the Rivertown Farmers Market af-
ter its summer break as the bounty of fall begins to roll 
in. The market will be open on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m.

Familiar vendors Indian Springs Farmers Asso-
ciation, Varino’s Italian Sausage, Things ‘n Stuff, Fleur 
Dough Lis and Essentially NOLA will be joined by new 
vendors Faust Farm, Violet Sprinkles and the Pointe Cou-
pee Minority Growers Co-Op among others increasing 
the availability of fresh produce and other fresh local of-
ferings. Opening day will also feature live music by Ashley 
Beach and free yoga classes by Niyama Mama. Hopkins 
says, “Every neighborhood deserves access to fresh food 

and a community space. We are happy to bring that 
to Rivertown with a strong lineup of local farmers 
and food producers.”

Market Umbrella will continue to run pro-
grams like Market Match, where SNAP dollars spent 
at market are doubled, dollar for dollar, up to $20 per 
market day. All of the produce vendors are certified 
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Ochsner Medical Center- Kenner expands 
cardiovascular care

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has opened a 
second catherization lab (cath lab), further expanding 
its capacity to serve cardiovascular patients in Jeffer-
son and the River Parishes. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn 
and other city officials toured the new offering during 
a ribbon cutting ceremony at the hospital on August 
26, 2019.

The expansion, which also includes extensive 
renovations to the hospital’s existing cath lab, will 
enhance OMC-Kenner’s ability to diagnose and treat 
a wide range of cardiovascular conditions locally 
through the John Ochsner Heart and Vascular Insti-
tute (JOHVI) and will help to meet the ever-growing 
need for innovative care.

A cath lab is a procedural hospital room where 
minimally invasive tests and procedures are per-
formed to diagnose and treat cardiovascular disease. 
The procedures involve tiny, flexible tubes called cath-

eters, which can be used as an alternative to surgery to 
access the heart and blood vessels.

OMC-Kenner’s cath labs, which now include new 
pre-and post-procedure space, offer the following pro-
cedures.
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton opens school year in 
new facility

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the only Catholic pa-
rochial elementary school in North Kenner, opened 
the 2019-2020 school year at a new campus on Sal 
Lentini Parkway. The 84,000 square foot facility is 
home to nearly 500 students in Pre-K 1 through sev-
enth grade. The new school is located at the corner 
of Joe Yenni Boulevard and Sal Lentini Parkway.

“St. Elizabeth is an AdvancEd accredited school, 
which offers programs for accelerated students as 
well as those who need a little extra support,” said 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School Principal Joan Kath-
mann. Extracurricular activities include Student 
Council, Beta Club, choir, drama, cheerleading, pep 

Kenner voters face lengthy ballot on  
October 12, four constitutional amendments

On Election Day, October 12, 2019, Kenner voters 
will face an extensive ballot in the state’s gubernatorial 
primary. The polls open at 7:00 a.m. and 
close at 8:00 p.m. Early voting began Sat-
urday, September 28 and ends Saturday, 
October 5, 2019, excluding Sunday, Sep-
tember 29, and is held from 8:30 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. each day. The Jefferson Parish 
Registrar of Voters office has three early 
voting locations – in Kenner’s Rivertown 
at 408 Minor Street, on the Eastbank at 
the Joseph S. Yenni Building and on the 
Westbank at the Charles B. Odom, Sr. 
Service Center. The gubernatorial general election for  

run-offs will be held on Saturday, November 16, 2019.
In a large field of eight candidates challenging incum-

bent John Bel Edwards for governor of the 
state, all Kenner voters will see that race on 
their ballot. The rest of state races also have 
incumbents running and Kenner voters will 
get to choose a lieutenant governor, secre-
tary of state, attorney general, treasurer, 
commissioner of insurance and commis-
sioner of agriculture and forestry.

Three candidates, Arita Lipps 
Bohannan, R.A. “Skip” Galan and “Kirk” 
Talbot qualified to represent the 10th 
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Divine Mercy Parish Parochial Vicar Father  
Robert Cooper, SEAS Principal Joan Kathmann 
and Archbishop Gregory Aymond, alongside 
a statue of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and child, 

celebrate the blessing of the new school.
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SATURDAYS
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

RIVERTOWN
LaSalle’s Landing

WIlliams Boulevard
and Rev. Richard
Wilson Drive

EBT, credit cards, and
checks accepted at
the Welcome Tent.

All vendors
accept cash.

YOU CAN FIND:
• Fresh, local and seasonal
fruits and vegetables from
farms within 200 miles

• Farm fresh eggs
• Ready to eat Italian sausage
and New Orleans style hot
tamales

• Artisan bread and desserts
• Homemade preserves,
pickles, local honey, plant
starts, and more!

FEATURING:
• Market Match - a dollar
for dollar* match of SNAP
benefits spent at the market.
*Up to $20 per market day

• Farmers Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP) - Many
certified vendors will accept
FMNP Senior and WIC
coupons.

• Live music, fun for kids and
physical fitness activities

The Rivertown Farmers Market in Kenner, Louisiana is now a member of the Crescent City Farmers Market family.

Info can be found at crescentcityfarmersmarket.org rivertownfarmersmarketkenner @rivertownfarmersmarket

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes Set out to uncover the truth about 
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal 
to that of a modern-day jet plane.  

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the 
moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though 
friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Fright Light
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running Time: 35 minutes  Since the beginning of 
history, people have dreamed of fl ying.  Open your hearts to new ideas about fl ight, 
and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us 
from the ground to the stars. 

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

AND

LOUIS J. ROUSSEL, JR. LASER PLANETARIUM

perfect little planet 
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running Time: 35 minutes  A family from another 
star system searches our solar system for the perfect vacation spot. Dad wants peace 
and quiet, Mom wants pretty moons. Visit all the planets and enjoy exotic locales in 
the vacation trip of a lifetime! Which destination would you choose, and where will our 
family of aliens end up?

IN KENNER’S RIVERTOWN!

OCTOBER 4
6-10 pm

 FREE ADMISSION!

OCTOBER 5
2-11 pm

Come Celebrate with Beer, 
Food, Crafts & Fun!

BEER MUSIC FOOD
400 Block of Williams Boulevard

For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us
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Innovative  
cancer care, 

close to home.

How we care for our patients:

 • Multidisciplinary approach to care, with many 
  appointments on the same day

 • We treat the whole patient, not just  
  the disease

200 W. Esplanade Ave  |  Kenner, LA 70065

Visit Ochnser.org/schedule  
or call 504.443.9500

We do more than just offer advanced, innovative 
cancer treatments. We ensure our patients 
receive compassionate, personalized care 
throughout their journey from a collaborative 
team of experts, including physicians, nurses, 
social workers, researchers and more.

Specialties include Hematology, Neuroendocrine 
Tumors, Infusion, Interventional Radiology, and 
Advanced Imaging.

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577
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L O U I S  A R M S T R O N G
N E W  O R L E A N S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A I R P O R T

ARRIVING
FALL 2019

THE NEWTHE NEWTHE NEW
MSYMSYMSY
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JEFFERSON CHAMBER PAC
ENDORSED CANDIDATES

CYNTHIA LEE-SHENG
PARISH PRESIDENT

JOSEPH LOPINTO
SHERIFF

PA I D  FO R  B Y  T H E  J E F F E R S O N  C H A M B E R  P O L I T I C A L  A CT I O N  C O M M I TT E E

SCOTT WALKER
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE

DIVISION B

KIRK TALBOT
STATE SENATOR
10TH DISTRICT

JIM GARVEY
BESE DISTRICT 1

(STATE SCHOOL BOARD)TH

VIEW JEFFERSON PARISH’S PREFERRED BALLOT AT 
JEFFERSONCHAMBERPAC.ORG
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It is time for all hands-on deck for Louisiana GOP
By Jeff Crouere

For the past 50 
years, a sad procession 
of well-meaning, well-
intended Jefferson Par-
ish public school super-

intendents have tried unsuccessfully to bring meaning-
ful advances to Jefferson’s public-school system.

Some had a few moments of success before running 
into one kind of buzz saw or another, losing their credibil-
ity and disappearing. Others never had even a moment of 
success and faded away as if they had never been.

In 2018, the Jefferson Parish School Board found 
themselves with the state’s largest school system – 
50,000 children in 85 schools on the east and west banks 

– ranked 46th out of Louisiana’s 70 school districts. Only 
seven out of 10 children enrolled in the system were 
around on graduation day to collect their diplomas. 
Thirty percent of the students dropped out before gradu-
ation. The state gave Jefferson Parish public schools a 
ranking of C which was probably generous.

So, in 2018, when the superintendent’s job came 
open again, the Jefferson Parish School Board only  

 
 
 
considered one candidate. His name is Dr. Cade 
Brumley. He is a north Louisiana guy who is consid-
ered one of Louisiana’s rising stars in the field of 
education. In six years as school superintendent in 
DeSoto Parish in the northwestern corner of Louisi-
ana, he brought the public schools from a ranking of 
45th out of 70 to ninth in the state. Ninety percent 
of the students enrolled in the DeSoto public school 
system graduate. The system has an A rating. That’s 
what we want, said the Jefferson Parish School Board.

Dr. Brumley, who could have stayed successfully in 
DeSoto Parish until he retired, was attracted to the chal-
lenge of doing in Jefferson what he had done in DeSoto. 
Brumley is an attractive 38-year-old who runs marathons, 
has a terrific work ethic, is full of enthusiasm and is very 
persuasive. He will tell you convincingly that Jefferson 
Parish cannot grow and prosper in the 21st century with 
a school system that has a C rating. To succeed, he says 
Jefferson needs the kind of work force that comes out of 
an A-rated public-school system. The goal should be a 
public-school system that graduates 90 percent or more 
of its students and has an A rating, he says.

Dr. Brumley showed his mettle shortly after his  

 
 
 
arrival with a terrific campaign that passed a referen-
dum that gave Jefferson Parish school teachers their 
first raise in a decade,

A referendum to give across the board raises to 
all employees overwhelmingly failed to pass the year 
before Brumley came to office. In his first year he 
supported a pay raise plan that focused on teachers 
and support staff, where the money was needed the 
most. Jefferson Parish voters do not like the increases 
but 72 percent of the voters supported this one. My 
analysis was that the difference was the leadership 
of Dr. Brumley. He convinced the Jefferson Chamber 
of Commerce and the Jefferson teacher’s union that 
they had a common interest in giving public school 
teacher’s a pay raise. The chamber and the teacher’s 
union rarely agree on the time of day. But, Dr. Brum-
ley has them leading his coalition. Let’s hope he can 
keep both groups and this coalition on the same page.

All great achievements need a great plan. Dr. 
Brumley spent the last year working with teachers, par-
ents and students on a plan for Jefferson Parish public 
schools. It is called “2024 – The Future Our Kids De-
serve.” It envisions that by 2024, the Jefferson school  

system will graduate 90 percent or more of its stu-
dents, will have a rating of A and will be in the top 
10 among Louisiana parishes and will be the pride of 
Jefferson Parish.

One of the great challenges faced by Dr. Brum-
ley’s Plan is to develop a pre-kindergarten program 
that prepares economically and culturally disadvan-
taged children for kindergarten. Although Jefferson 
is thought of as a middle-class community, Dr. Brum-
ley found that 82 percent of the kids entering Jef-
ferson Parish school kindergarten are culturally un-
prepared for school. These are the children who are 
behind from day one and very often never catch up.

Brumley believes a strong public school system 
benefits the entire community. He says if you live or 
work in the parish, the success of schools matter and 
regardless of their beliefs, identity, address, skin color, 
citizenship, ability, gender or their family’s income, all 
students deserve an education to help them succeed in 
life and make the world a better place.

Dr. Brumley has made great strides in a short pe-
riod of time. I am optimistic and think that he truly is 
special and his 2024 plan really is going to work.

He’s off to a promising start.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Dr. Brumley brings great success to Jefferson Parish Schools
By Allan Katz

Political

Louisiana is 
the only state in the 
South and the most 
conservative state 
in the nation with 

a Democrat governor. Donald Trump earned 58% 
of the vote in Louisiana in 2016 and there is a de-
cent chance that a governor who supported Hillary 
Clinton will be re-elected on October 12 without 
being forced into a run-off.

Governor John Bel Edwards is a Democrat with 
liberal fiscal policies, but conservative views on social 
issues such as gun rights and abortion. In the home 
stretch of the governor’s race, he is enjoying a com-
fortable lead in the polls.

A series of surveys released in mid-September 
showed Edwards hovering around the 50% mark after 
undecided votes were allocated and the two leading 
Republican candidates, Eddie Rispone and U.S. Con-
gressman Ralph Abraham, far behind.

If the results hold true for the primary election, 
the governor may win a second term with no run-off 
needed. Certainly, it is difficult to beat an incumbent 
governor of Louisiana. It has not happened since 
1991, when Governor Buddy Roemer lost in the pri-
mary election and there was a run-off between Re-
publican David Duke and Democrat Edwin Edwards.

The 1991 race was the most high-profile Louisi-
ana governor’s election in history, leading to national 
media attention, a massive 78% voter turnout and 
bumper stickers imploring voters to “Vote for the 
Crook, It’s Important.” It was the type of unusual 
circumstance that allowed an incumbent governor to 
lose. In contrast, the current governor’s race is rela-
tively boring in comparison with little voter interest.

Over the final few days of the campaign, it is 
imperative that the Louisiana Republican Party, 
all the party’s top elected officials and the two 
leading gubernatorial candidates concentrate 
their attention on bringing down the support level 
of Governor Edwards.

The state’s congressional delegation must take 
a much higher level of interest in the race. It would 

also be helpful to have President Trump visit Louisi-
ana before October 12 and campaign for the Repub-
lican candidates in the state. He does not need to 
make an endorsement, just implore voters to support 
a GOP candidate for governor.

Without that type of concerted and sustained 
effort it will be difficult to beat Governor Edwards. 
He has a political war chest of more than $10 million, 
which he is using to advertise extensively on televi-
sion and radio. One of his major messages is that he 
saved the state from former Governor Bobby Jindal’s 
fiscal recklessness and created a budget surplus. Of 
course, he accomplished that feat by massively in-
creasing taxes by billions of dollars on the struggling 
people of Louisiana.

In the 2015 governor’s race, the three GOP 
candidates attacked each other and left John Bel Ed-
wards alone. It is a major reason why a Democrat is 
governor of Louisiana today.

This scenario is replaying in the 2019 race 
and it is making at least one Louisiana Republican 
Party leader very uncomfortable. In an interview on 
my “Ringside Politics” radio show on WGSO 990-AM, 
House Minority Whip Steve Scalise expressed his 
displeasure with the last-minute attack ad launched 
by the Rispone campaign against Congressman Abra-
ham. According to Scalise, “I don’t think Republicans 
should be attacking Republicans.”

In a blistering commercial airing statewide, 
Rispone scorched Abraham for missing too many 
votes in Congress and not following through on a 
commitment to donate his congressional salary. It 
also claims that Abraham used his congressional sal-
ary to purchase a $500,000 airplane. In addition, the 
commercial ties Abraham to Nancy Pelosi, noting 
that they have voted together 300 times and men-
tions that he backed away from President Trump 
after the “Access Hollywood” recording was released.

In response, Abraham said “It’s sad that my 
Republican opponent felt like his only option was to 
create an ad full of baseless personal attacks that he 
knows aren’t true. This is the literal playbook that al-
lowed John Bel to be elected four years ago. I’m sure 
his out-of-state consultants told him that he was so 
far behind he had to do this to win, regardless of what 

it could mean for our state.”
This marks the first time that either Repub-

lican candidate had attacked each other in this 
campaign. Clearly, Scalise and other Republicans, 
such as Louisiana GOP Chairman Louis Gurvich, 
are not happy. According to Scalise, “I don’t want 
to see a replay of four years ago.”

Despite the challenging poll numbers, Scal-
ise believes that “we’re going to win this race.” He 
outlined the reasons he believes that Edwards 
is vulnerable. Scalise said, “we have the highest 
sales tax in the nation. Trial lawyers are running 
jobs out of the state right now with their lawsuits 
against oil and gas companies of all things. That’s 
where the focus should be.”

It will take a concerted effort by the entire 
Louisiana Republican Party network of candidates 
and organizations to deny Edwards an outright vic-
tory on October 12. All Republicans need to con-
centrate their energies on highlighting the record 
of Governor Edwards.

From the controversial passage of “criminal 
justice reform” legislation that released thousands of 
prisoners on to the streets of Louisiana to the gover-
nor’s tax and spend policies to his Medicaid expan-
sion littered with millions of dollars of fraud, John 
Bel Edwards is clearly susceptible to the right type 
of coordinated political campaign. With an effective 
strategy, Republicans can win.

Will Republicans learn the lessons of 2015 
or will the state have four more years of John Bel  
Edwards as governor?  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” 
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.
com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of 

“America’s Last Chance” and provides regular com-
mentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, 
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.

from The Editor
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Government

Based on the 
huge crowds and the 
extremely positive 
feedback we’ve been 
getting, the 3rd Annual 
Freedom Fest at the 

Lake was a tremendous success.
It is exciting to see Freedom Fest growing in 

popularity, not just with residents of Kenner and the 
New Orleans area, but visitors to the city. We had fes-
tival-goers representing at least 19 different states in 
the country – from Massachusetts and New York to 
Wyoming and California.

Our vendors who have been with us all three years 
reported sales that topped either of the two previous fests 
and it was easy to see that we had the biggest crowds  

 
 
 
 
 
 
yet – between 20,000 and 25,000 people.

We started this special event three years with two 
main goals in mind: showing off the potential of the Lake-
town area on the shores of beautiful Lake Pontchartrain 
and giving Kenner residents and visitors a free concert 
with some of the top country music stars in the world to 
celebrate the workers who help to make our country great.

The nearly perfect weather certainly encouraged 
many people to attend, but the quality of the performers 
and the safety and friendly atmosphere – thanks to the 
Kenner Police Department, Fire Department and East 
Jefferson EMS – also helped to attract large crowds.

We are proud of the great strides Freedom Fest 
has made in just three years. But we are far from 
satisfied.

We have already held meetings with our main 

 
 
 
 
 
Freedom Fest organizers, first responders and all of 
the city employees who helped to prepare and set up 
the festival grounds and then clean up once the fire-
works ended. We are looking to make any changes or 
improvements so that the 4th Freedom Fest is even 
bigger and better.

We’d like to thank this year’s performers who made 
the fest so memorable – headliner Clint Black and High 
Valley, John Schneider and Jenna Hunts. We are already 
working to book a lineup that will make next year’s Free-
dom Fest a must-see event.

I’d like to take a moment to thank Visit Ken-
ner and the non-profit group Friends of Rivertown, 
who staged Freedom Fest. I’d also like to thank Po-
lice Chief Mike Glaser, the Kenner City Council,  
members of my staff and the many other city employees 
 

 
  
and volunteers who really made everything possible.

Thanks also go to our many generous spon-
sors, including Jefferson Parish council members  
Dominick Impastato, Paul Johnston, Mark Spears and 
Ricky Templet, the Treasure Chest Casino and so many 
other businesses and individuals.

And the biggest thanks go to everyone who de-
cided to attend Freedom Fest. This free event is for all 
of you, and we greatly appreciate both your support and 
the way everyone gets along.

Finally, if anyone has any suggestions on how we 
can improve the festival experience, please go to our 
Freedom Fest Facebook page, @kennerfreedomfest, 
and leave your comments under the “Freedom Fest 
Feedback” post.

Thanks, and we hope to see everyone at our 4th Free-
dom Fest in 2020.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Freedom Fest a success, bigger plans for future
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Halloween is a 
thrilling and exciting 
time for the children 
of our community. 
Unfortunately, it can 
also be a time when 
accidents and crimi-

nal activity occur.
It is important that you prepare your home be-

fore trick-or-treaters take to the streets on Thursday, 
October 31. Simple precautions, like those to fol-
low, should be observed to ensure everyone’s safety. 

 
 
 
Please review the following safety tips for your home. 
This information will help make this fun-filled holiday 
safe for all. Together, we can keep our families safe 
this Halloween.

Replace burned-out lights to increase visibility at 
your door and around your house.

Remove anything children can trip over while on 
your property, such as garden hoses, toys, bikes and lawn 
decorations. Sweep wet leaves from your sidewalk and 
steps to reduce the chance a youngster will slip and fall.

When displaying jack-o-lanterns indoors, al-
ways do so on a sturdy table and away from curtains 

and other flammable objects. When displaying jack-
o-lanterns outdoors, keep them away from landings 
and doorsteps where costumes can brush against the 
flame and possibly catch fire.

Keep your pets confined to prevent them from 
running away or becoming anxious and bothered 
by kids in costume.

Never invite strangers into your home while par-
taking in Halloween festivities. Always distribute treats 
at your doorway or outside.

Lock your car doors and park your vehicle in a 
safe place to avoid possible vandalism.

Occasionally patrol around your home to dis-
courage speeding motorists, acts of malicious mischief, 
and crimes against children.

Always report suspicious or criminal activity 
to the Kenner Police Department by calling 9-1-1.

At the end of the night, make sure you turn off 
lights and blow out all candles.

The Kenner Police Department offers free trick-
or-treat bags made of reflective material on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Pick one up for each of your children 
at our headquarters at 500 Veterans Boulevard weekdays 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. I wish you and your fam-
ily a safe and fun-filled Halloween season.   

Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser can be reached by email at 
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices and access the Kenner Police 
Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, 
traffic and other law enforcement-related information. 

Trick-or-treating safety 
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Police

Arita

STATE SENATOR      DISTRICT 10

We can do better. With your 
support, I can connect us 

to a better future.

Arita Bohannan is the Best Choice for the Senate

Please Vote Arita Bohannan #63

Kenner 
Resident

BEN ZAHN 
Kenner Mayor

KRISTI MCKINNEY
Kenner Councilwoman

JOE STAGNI
Kenner State Rep.

TOM WILLMOTT
Kenner Councilman

ROGER VILLERE
Former Republican

Party Chair

GREGORY CARROLL
Kenner Councilman

GEORGE BRANIGAN
Kenner Councilman

BRIAN BRENNAN
Kenner Councilman



OCTOBER 2019    KENNER STR8

MKT-5894I-A

Let's schedule your 
year-end review.

Christina S Wilson
 Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave Suite 109

 Kenner, LA 70065

 504-467-3995

Government

Most resi-
dents are aware 
of activities of the 

city’s Emergency Management Department during 
hurricane season, June through November, or when 
a severe rain event or ice storm threatens to close 
local roadways. Although storm preparedness and 
response are a major part of the job, Emergency Man-
agement plays a vital role in keeping Kenner’s gov-
ernment running effectively year-round. Here’s some 

 
 
 
information on what Emergency Management does  
throughout the year to service the needs of Kenner.

As its primary function, the Emergency Manage-
ment Department strives to maintain awareness of a 
wide variety of situations, events and incidents affect-
ing the local community and, when necessary, to coor-
dinate emergency response activities across multiple 
municipal departments.

On a daily basis, we monitor police, fire, emergen-
cy medical service, public works and homeland security 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
data and radio communications networks, quickly alert-
ing city officials to developing incidents of significance 
throughout the region. Whether it’s a local street buck-
ling due to extreme heat, a multi-vehicle crash on the 
interstate, a hazardous materials incident affecting the 
airport or a neighborhood or a police action involving 
a school or business, all of these have the potential to 
impact our government, residents and businesses.

We also obtain information from a variety of sourc-
es on highways and streets/intersections impacted by 
maintenance, construction or accidents. Aside from 
public notifications, we share this information with our 
police and fire departments, ensuring that our first re-
sponders know of roadway conditions and impediments 
in advance so they can use alternate routes to get to 
their destination as quickly as possible.

In addressing any emergency or disaster, our first 
responders and public officials need to know the facts 
in order to make informed decisions, take appropriate 
action and inform the public. The role of the Emergency 
Management Department is to gather and distribute 
validated information concerning developing or impact-
ing incidents as quickly as possible, assist key officials 
and decision makers, issue public alerts when appro-
priate, implement emergency or contingency plans if 
necessary and coordinate local response and resources.

The potential for a levee breach and Mississippi 
River flooding is a remote possibility, but a serious 
concern for local officials and residents alike, particu-
larly during hurricane season. Emergency Management 
monitors U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Southeast 
Louisiana Flood Protection Authority activities year 
round, including annual Flood Fight initiatives. When 
the Bonnet Carre Spillway remained open for an ex-
tended period of time and hurricane conditions threat-
ened the region earlier this year, our office kept local 
officials appraised, reviewing a multitude of reports 
concerning level and river conditions.

Kenner’s Emergency Management staff also close-
ly monitors and works to improve emergency response 
by utilities, such as Entergy, Atmos, Veolia and the Jef-
ferson Parish Water Department. Examples include 
wide-area or long-term power outage, gas leak, water 
main break, hydrant defects or service disruption at a 
critical facility (e.g., 911 center, hospital, airport, school, 
government office, police or fire station). Through our 
public information team, we routinely inform the public 
concerning reported outages.

Our department receives alerts on situations 
involving aircraft, materials and facilities at Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. We are 
also a participant on the airport’s law enforcement and 
security workgroup. In addition, the Emergency Man-
agement staff is made aware of rail line and maritime 
vessel incidents occurring throughout the region, as 
well as emergency conditions at area industrial plants 
and a nuclear power plant in nearby St. Charles Parish.

The Emergency Management staff regularly 
monitors Louisiana public health and CDC advisories 
and will alert officials and residents to emerging pub-
lic health concerns such as flu outbreak and West Nile 
Virus. We work closely with law enforcement, the Jef-
ferson Parish School System, Kenner Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy and other local schools to address 
safety and security concerns.

Kenner’s Emergency Management Department 
maintains the city’s comprehensive all-hazard response 
plan and prepares and trains with other agencies year-
round. City plans cover not just severe weather events, 
but all hazards, including manmade, technical or  

natural. We also assist departments in developing conti-
nuity strategies to ensure they remain operational and 
available to perform essential functions during disas-
ters. Currently we are working to update our plans to 
comply with the latest federal and state standards. This 
review process will take us into next year and involve 
every department of the city.

The department continually updates its website, 
providing residents and business owners with essential 
information, links, contact lists and brochures covering 
a wide variety of subjects related to emergency pre-
paredness, homeland security, business continuity and 
disaster recovery.

Over the past year, we worked along-side our 
fire department to achieve its first PIAL Class 1 fire 
rating; contributed to enhancing GIS capabilities for 
storm-related response documentation; updated the 
process for assignment of municipal addresses to en-
sure efficient response by Kenner’s 911 Center; and 
expanded flood awareness related online materials, 
ensuring compliance with FEMA’s flood reduction 
Community Rating System.

Also, in 2019 the department provided ad-
vanced training at no cost to over 1,000 law enforce-
ment, fire, emergency medical services, hospitals 
and industrial partners from throughout the region. 
Most of the training has been provided at the EOC 
located in south Kenner.

Developing good working relationships with 
emergency management and first responder agencies 
is an essential part of effective disaster response. We 
are an active participant in many mutual aid and pro-
fessional planning groups, including the United States 
Coast Guard Area Committee, Regional Mutual Aid 
Committee, FBI InfraGard, Parish 911 Committee, Re-
gional Planning Commission Public-Private Emergency 
Preparedness Partnership, Urban Search and Rescue 
Task Force and several ports security workgroups. Col-
laboration on a regional level ensures that we can draw 
upon additional resources if necessary, to address a lo-
cal emergency or disaster.

The Emergency Management Department works 
with our police, fire and emergency medical services on 
special event planning. For example, we provide munic-
ipal department coordination for VIP escorts travelling 
to and from the airport that require major intersection 
controls. We also work with police to develop security 
plans for our city court and city council meetings. We 
support communications between various departments 
during planned events. Some of the events the Emer-
gency Management staff participated in during the 
previous year includes Freedom Fest, July 4 fireworks, 
MLK Day Parade, St. Rosalie Parade, Driftwood Parade, 
Italian Heritage Fest and Oktoberfest.

Excessive rain, heat or cold weather – these con-
ditions all impact municipal operations – year-round. In 
southeast Louisiana, our weather is highly unpredictable 
and sometimes extreme. Keeping our elected officials 
and department heads appraised of ever-changing and 
extreme weather conditions allows them to better sched-
ule outdoor events, festivals and parades. Alerting our 
police, fire, public works, parkways, general services and 
parks and recreation departments to hazardous weather 
conditions allows field personnel to adequately prepare 
and perform their daily duties in a safer, more efficient 
and cost-effective manner. The Emergency Management 
staff takes part in regular National Weather Service 
briefings and distributes weekly weather briefings to 
city officials. Information derived from these briefings is 
regularly shared with Kenner residents on various social 
media platforms. We also keep our local school officials 
informed of severe weather conditions.

What does the Emergency Management Department do outside of 
hurricane season?
By Doug Dodt – Kenner’s Emergency Management Department Director

 next page
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Lieutenant Governor

Associate Justice, 
Supreme Court, 1st District 

State Senate, District 10

Jefferson Parish Sheriff

Jefferson Parish Council, 
Division B

Billy 
Nungesser

Hans 
Liljeberg

Arita 
Bohannan

Joe 
Lopinto III

Paul 
Johnston

PAID FOR ON A PRO RATA BASIS BY THE ABOVE CANDIDATES. TIM FANDAL 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, THE ALLIANCE FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT

The Alliance for Good Government is 
a non-partisan organization comprised 
of community members in Orleans, 
Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 
Visit allianceforgoodgovernment.org 

for more information.

#GoodGovt

EARLY VOTING SEPT. 28th-OCT. 5th
(EXCEPT SUNDAY, SEPT. 29)

ELECTION DAY OCTOBER 12th

The Alliance for Good Government supports these 
candidates for Good Government across Jefferson Parish

CELEBRATING 52 YEARS OF  SUPPORT 
TO QUALITY CANDIDATES ACROSS LOUISIANA

www.allianceforgoodgovernment.org

We’ve still got a 
couple of months until 

2019 draws to a close, but it’s not too early to make some 
end-of-the-year financial moves. In fact, it may be a good 
idea to take some of these steps sooner rather than later.

Here are a few suggestions: 
Boost your 401(k) contributions. Like many 

people, you might not usually contribute the maximum 
amount to your 401(k), which, in 2019 is $19,000, or 
$25,000 if you’re 50 or older. Ask your employer if you can 
increase your 401(k) contributions in 2019, and if you re-
ceive a bonus before the year ends, you may be able to use 
that toward your 401(k), too.

Add to your IRA. You have until April 15, 2020, to 
contribute to your IRA for the 2019 tax year, but the more 
you can put in now and over the next few months, the less 
you’ll have to come up with in a hurry at the filing deadline. 
For 2019, you can put up to $6,000 in your IRA, or $7,000 if 
you’re 50 or older.

Review your portfolio. It’s always a good idea to 
review your investment portfolio at least once a year and 
now is as good a time as any. But don’t make any judgments 
based solely on your results over the past 10 months. In-
stead, look carefully at how your portfolio is constructed. Is 
it still properly diversified or has it become over-weighted 
in some areas? Does it still fit your risk tolerance or do you 
find yourself worrying excessively about short-term price 
swings? These are the types of factors that might lead you 
to make some changes, possibly with the help of a financial 
professional.

Don’t forget about your RMDs. Once you turn 
70½, you generally need to start taking withdrawals – the 

 
 
technical term is “required minimum distributions” or  
RMDs – from your traditional IRA and your 401(k) or 
similar plan. After the first year in which you take these 
RMDs, you must take them by the end of each year there-
after. If you don’t withdraw at least the minimum amount 
(calculated based on your age, account balance and other 
factors) you face a penalty of 50% of what you should have 
taken out – a potential loss of thousands of dollars. So, take 
your RMDs before December 31. The financial services 
provider that administers your IRA or 401(k) can help you 
determine the amount you must withdraw.

Think about next year’s opportunities. It happens 
to almost all of us: A year has passed and we haven’t taken 
the actions we had planned. So, start thinking now about 
what you want to do in 2020 from a financial standpoint. 
Can you afford to ratchet up your investments in your re-
tirement plans? If you have children or grandchildren, have 
you started saving for college? Have you considered ways to 
protect your financial independence if you ever need some 
type of long-term care, such as an extended nursing home 
stay? If these or other items are on your financial to-do list, 
start planning now to get them done next year.

Time goes quickly – so don’t get left behind without 
having taken the steps to keep moving toward your finan-
cial goals.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Ed-
ward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 West Esplanade, 
Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 467-3995 or at 
Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its em-
ployees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal 
advice. Consult an attorney or qualified tax advisor for advice.

Not too soon for end-of-year 
financial moves 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

During annual hurricane season, June through 
November, the Emergency Management staff keeps a 
very close eye on tropical conditions. We monitor storms 
through the National Hurricane Center and alert local 
officials and the public as soon as they pose a potential 
threat to the Louisiana coast. We track them as they ap-
proach and enter the Gulf of Mexico and activate pre-
paredness and emergency plans.

When a situation arises that requires close coordi-
nation of city departments, the mayor will activate the 
City’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC). In 2019 
thus far, Mayor Zahn has activated the EOC to coordi-
nate city-wide emergency response during 11 weather 
events – seven significant rain events and three severe 
weather events (e.g., severe thunderstorms, tornadoes 
and hail). In addition, Mayor Zahn activated the EOC 
and staffed 24-hour emergency crews to address prepa-
rations for Hurricane Barry in July.

Following Hurricane Barry, the Emergency Man-
agement Department submitted detailed data to the 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness in order to qualify for reimbursement 
from FEMA for funding spent on local disaster-related 
response and infrastructure damage.

In July, the EOC was activated to monitor the 
state’s first-ever declared cyber security emergency. 
Emergency Management staff worked quickly with the 
city’s Information Technology and Telecommunications 
(IT) Department to identify any network vulnerabilities 
and enact countermeasures, coordinate with state and 
parish officials and quickly brief over 200 city employ-
ees on cyber safety measures.

Advocating at the parish, state and federal level 
for Kenner’s unique needs and seeking out grant fund-
ing opportunities is another function of the Emergency 

Management Department.
As director of Emergency Management, over the 

past year I have had the privilege of representing the 
city of Kenner on the Parish Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Review Committee. A hazard mitigation plan is a docu-
ment that provides detailed analyzes of natural haz-
ards facing a community, identifies vulnerabilities and 
specifies what mitigation efforts are recommended and 
undertaken by that community. Projects are prioritized 
and tracked. The HMP is required for FEMA mitigation 
grant funding, such as flood protection and these plans 
must be updated every five years.

In addition, we are active participants on the 
Parish Emergency Management Advisory Committee 
(PEMAC)/Homeland Security Committee. The depart-
ment annually seeks out grants to benefit our police, 
fire and emergency medical services through various 
federal and state programs, including State Homeland 
Security Program (SHSP) and Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) program. For 2019, the 
EMPG award to the EOC alone was valued at $28,000.

The department works with parish and state en-
tities to submit applications under various FEMA miti-
gation programs and we recently were able to secure 
funds for generators at one of our fire stations and Ken-
ner’s food bank.

Mayor Ben Zahn and his administration place a 
premium on keeping the public well informed and en-
suring continuity of government during crisis conditions. 
Through a variety of activities, Kenner’s Emergency Man-
agement Department works year-round to serve the needs 
of government, residents and business owners in prepar-
ing for and responding to emergencies and disasters.    

Doug Dodt is the director of Kenner’s Emergency 
Management Department. For more information call 
471-2100 or email oem@kenner.la.us. 

Dodt
 from previous page
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  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

Take charge 
of your 
retirement

Alfredo J. Martinez
LPL Financial Advisor

AlfredoMartinez@gulfbank.com 

504-569-1908

GULFCOASTWEALTHMANAGEMENT.COM
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL 
Financial or its licensed affiliates. The investment products sold through LPL Financial are not insured Gulf 
Coast Bank & Trust Company deposits and are not FDIC insured. These products are not obligations of the Gulf 
Coast Bank & Trust Company and are not endorsed, recommended or guaranteed by Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company or any government agency. The value of the investment may fluctuate, the return on the investment 
is not guaranteed, and loss of principal is possible.

GCB_AMartinezTakeCharge_KennerStar_qtr8532.indd   1 8/28/19   11:58 AM

When it comes to 
automotive insurance, 
most people just pay 
their premiums every 
month without any cer-

tainty of what coverages they have. Although many peo-
ple may think they have “full coverage,” what they usu-
ally have is just state-required liability coverage or “min-
imum coverage.” What they don’t realize is that liability 
coverage only covers the other person in an accident. 
Given that many people on the road don’t have insur-
ance at all and still more don’t have enough insurance,  
what coverage do you have to cover yourself in an ac-
cident? That’s where “uninsured motorist” or UM  

 
 
coverage comes in. Uninsured motorist coverage is 
often overlooked, but extremely beneficial, and in my 
opinion, very necessary.

When you purchase auto liability insurance, you 
are given the option to also purchase UM insurance at 
your liability limits, lower than your liability limits (if 
your liability limits are more than $15,000) or to reject 
UM coverage entirely. Depending on the insurance 
company, there may be another limited option called 
“economic only” or UMEO. While UM covers medical 
costs, accident related expenses, lost wages, pain and 
suffering and other general damages, UMEO limits cov-
erage to only those damages that can be measured in 
specific monetary terms such as medical expenses and 

lost wages, but does not provide coverage for general 
damages like pain and suffering.

As the name says, UM coverage can cover your 
damages if you are hit by an uninsured driver. Many 
people don’t know the other benefits of having UM cov-
erage. UM coverage can also cover any damages caused 
by an underinsured driver. The minimum liability limits 
of $15,000 that most people carry in Louisiana doesn’t 
cover much once you take into consideration medical 
bills, lost wages and pain and suffering from injuries 
caused by an automobile accident. UM coverage can 
cover your damages that exceed the other driver’s 
liability limits. Too often we see people in serious ac-
cidents that have no way to cover the damages. The 
person causing the damage can’t pay and doesn’t have 
enough insurance to cover the full amount of the dam-
ages. Having UM insurance in this situation can cover 
the costs and expenses from being injured and make 
sure you get fully compensated for your losses.

UM coverage can also cover your damages if you 
are the victim of a “hit and run” by an unknown driver. 
Under certain circumstances, UM coverage can even 
cover damages caused by a “miss and run.” If an un-
known driver causes an accident without physical con-
tact to your vehicle, such as running you off the road or 
dropping something in the roadway, your damages may 
still be covered by UM insurance if you can prove by an 
independent and disinterested witness that the injury 
and other damages were the result of the actions of the 
driver of another vehicle whose identity is unknown or 
who is uninsured or underinsured.

UM coverage can also extend to your passengers 
at the time of the accident, covering any damages they 
may suffer. UM coverage will also extend to cover you as 

a passenger in another vehicle. UM coverage can also 
cover you if you are injured by an unknown, uninsured 
or underinsured driver even if you are not in a vehicle, 
but rather as a pedestrian, cyclist or otherwise.

All of these benefits of UM coverage can also ex-
tend to cover spouses, children and other relatives who 
are members of the same household as the insured.

UM coverage is also relatively cheap compared to 
liability and other insurance coverages and the extent 
of what it covers makes it worth the extra cost to have.

Although UM coverage is governed by legal stat-
ute, insurance companies write their own policies and 
claims procedures. Therefore, what one insurance 
company covers in UM or requires you to do in order 
to make an uninsured motorist claim may be different 
than another company’s policy. Also, some exclusion-
ary clauses in UM coverage may be against Louisiana 
law or public policy and therefore void. Accordingly, an 
experienced attorney should review UM coverages, ex-
clusions, claims procedures and requirements in your 
insurance policy to make sure that you are getting all of 
the great benefits of having UM coverage.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should not 
be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing at-
torney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., lo-
cated at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Does your automotive insurance policy include uninsured motorist coverage? 
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

The three pillars of safer cloud 
computing
By Marie M. Clesi

Protect your-
self and your data 
with research, qual-

ity passwords and safe web practices.
Cloud computing is convenient. It stores your 

data on remote servers so you can access and share 
the information from any device, at any time and 
from anywhere. But it also can present cyber security 
risks. Take steps to protect the information you store 
remotely by following these tips.
Research trustworthy cloud service providers

Search the web for complaints against the com-
pany.

Review the provider’s safety systems and pri-
vacy policies.

Make sure the provider encrypts your data. 
Look for the “s” after “http” in the web address to 
know whether data is encrypted.

Look into whether the provider shares your in-
formation with third parties. Review the provider’s 
privacy policy – often accessible through a link from 
the site – to learn more.

Check that the provider alerts users to changes 
made to its policies.
Password-protect data

Create strong passwords. Use at least eight 
characters, mixing in symbols, numbers and upper-
case and lowercase letters.

Create unique login information for each of 
your online accounts.

Change passwords regularly.
Never share your account login information.
Use two-factor authentication processes when 

they’re offered. These require users to sign in with 

a username and password plus a verification code 
that’s typically sent via text message or displayed 
through an application on your device.

Keep track of passwords with a password man-
ager. Available as a desktop program or as an app, 
this tool stores passwords locally and securely and 
some even generate unique passwords for you.
Be a safe Internet user

Always back up the data you store in the cloud.
Update your operating system and/or web 

browser often to take advantage of security patches 
and updates.

Invest in anti-virus and malware programs. 
Keep these updated as well.

If possible, customize privacy settings so you 
control who can view your information and what 
information they have access to.

Restrict the amount of information you share 
online. Protect personal information by keeping it 
personal.

Avoid directing all password recovery mes-
sages to a single address – a practice known as “dai-
sy-chaining.” A hacker who gets hold of your email 
login could gain access to all of your accounts.

Learn more tips for safer computing from the 
National Cyber Security Alliance, which also sponsors 
National Cyber Security Awareness Month in October. 
Visit their StaySafeOnline website at https://staysafe-
online.org.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance 
Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a State Farm agent, 
is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) pro-
viding auto, home, renters, life, business and health insur-
ance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located 
at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be 
contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. 
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State 
Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

Insurance
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Hans 
Liljeberg
Associate Justice
Supreme Court, District 1

Arita 
Bohannan
State Senate, District 10

Joe 
Lopinto III
Jefferson Parish Sheriff

Louisiana Conservative Republican Coalition Inc
Louisiana Conservative Republican Coalition Inc. supports 

these candidates for their conservative principles in government.

ELECTION DAY October 12thEARLY VOTING Sept. 28th - Oct. 5th
(EXCEPT SUNDAY, SEPT. 29)

n

Paid for on a pro-rata basis by the above candidates. VOTE OCTOBER 12TH

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential • Commercial

$230,000
47 OSBORNE Avenue 

Kenner

SOLD

$559,000
86 VICTORIA Lane, Mandeville

$99,000
121 OAK Avenue 

Nine Mile Point, New Orleans 

NEW LISTING

$4,000
Lots 13-24 Colorado Street

$625,000
77 CHATEAU PALMER Street 

Kenner

SALE PENDING

While neck pain 
is less common than 
lower back pain, mil-
lions of people experi-
ence neck pain and/or 

related arm pain at some point in their life. To get a 
full picture of why pain occurs and how we can work 
toward preventing the many types of neck pain, we 
first need to know some anatomy. The work “neck” 
comes from the Latin-derived term “cervical.” The 
cervical region of the body is composed of seven ver-
tebrae that are separated by discs. The spinal cord 
also runs through these vertebrae down to your lower 
back. Coming off the spinal cord are the nerves in your 
neck that stretch into your arms which is why prob-
lems with the neck often lead to arm and shoulder 
symptoms, in addition to neck pain. Several different 
muscles in your neck provide support for the head and 
allows for a high degree of mobility and range of mo-
tion. The anatomy of the spine allows for a great deal of 
flexibility, but also leaves it vulnerable to injury.

Certain types of neck pain and arm pain can be 
linked to a muscle strain or other condition such as 
a herniated disc or cervical stenosis where the spinal 
canal narrows and can squeeze and compress the 
nerve roots where they leave the spinal cord. Most epi-
sodes of acute neck pain are due to a muscle problem, 
an injury that could be caused by sudden force such 
as a whiplash resulting from a car accident or from 
straining the neck and getting a stiff neck from sleep-
ing in the wrong position. Other causes of acute neck 
pain could be caused from sitting at a computer for  

 
 
extended periods of time with your head flexed for-
ward or a getting a strain from carrying a heavy suit-
case.

Pain that radiates down the arm and possibly 
into the hands and fingers is frequently caused by a 
cervical herniated disc or stenosis, pinching a nerve in 
the neck. The pain may be accompanied by numbness 
or tingling in the arms and/or hands. The symptoms 
may start suddenly or develop over time.

Arthritis or osteoarthritis can also cause pain 
that radiates to the shoulder or between the shoulder 
blades, pain and stiffness that is worse the first thing 
in the morning and then improves after getting up and 
moving around and pain that gets worse again at the 
end of the day, feels better with rest and may include 
headaches, especially headaches in the back of the 
head.

Correction of posture throughout the day while 
working and also maintaining a good sleeping pos-
ture at night are good measures in preventing neck 
pain. Avoid slouching or a head-forward posture. Sit 
straight in your chair with your lower back supported. 
If you work at a computer, adjust the monitor so the 
top of the screen is at eye level. Stretch frequently if 
you work at a desk. Shrug your shoulders up and down. 
Pull your shoulder blades together and then relax. Pull 
your shoulders down while leaning your head to each 
side to stretch your neck muscles. Use a document 
holder that puts your work at the same level as the 
screen. If you use the telephone a lot, use a headset or 
speaker phone. Don’t cradle the phone on your shoul-
der. Use proper lifting techniques. Lift with your knees, 
not your back. To help prevent neck pain caused while 
sleeping, use a pillow that keeps your neck straight.

If you are having neck pain, it is important to see 
your doctor, especially if your neck pain is intense or 
persistent.     

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 

graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 
1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at ken-
nerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosport-
stherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and 
contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Neck pain: Symptoms and treatment 
By Craig Goodwin
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R E A L T Y  S O U T H

Kelly Hand
REALTOR ®

DRE# 0995690399

m 504.453.0531

 o 504.908.7653

 e kellyhand504@gmail.com

HomeSmart Realty South

145 W. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

New  Orleans, Louisiana 70124
Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

   I MAKE

REAL ESTATE

    FOR YOU!
Easy

Networking Event
Thursday, October 24 • 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The Crossing - 519 Williams Boulevard

October Luncheon
Tuesday, October 15 • 11:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m

State of the City Address by Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
Chateau Golf & Country Club - 3600 Chateau Blvd.

Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Contact Judy La Bella: 416-7637

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Interest rates 
are falling. This is 
unusual in periods of 
low unemployment 
and economic growth. 

So, what does this unusual pattern mean to you?
If you owe money, this is a great time to look 

at refinancing.  Mortgage loans are the first place 
to look for refinancing opportunities. Rates for 30 
30-year mortgages are in the mid three percent3% 
range, and 15-year mortgages are available in the 
low 3% range. If you have an adjustable rate mort-
gage, this is a great time to switch from a floating 
rate to a fixed rate.

There is a simple way to determine if refinanc-
ing makes sense. First, compare your old payment 
amount to the new payment amount. Once you 
know the difference in payment amounts, look at 
how much it will cost to refinance. This is the total 
amount paid to the mortgage company and will in-
clude the appraisal, and all closing costs and fees. 

Once you know how much it will cost to refi-
nance, you can calculate a breakeven point. By tak-
ing the monthly savings on the new loan and divid-
ing it into the cost to refinance, you can calculate 
the amountnumber of months it will take before 
the reduced payment covers the cost to refinance. 
You do this by taking the monthly savings on the 
new loan and dividing it into the total cost to refi-
nance... This will tell you how many months it will 
be before the reduced payment covers the cost to 
refinance. 

For example, imagine that you owe $200,000 
on a 30-year mortgage loan at 4.5% interest. Your 
payment before escrows for taxes and insurance 
would be $1013.37. If you can secure a 3.5% rate, 
your new payment would be $898.09. Tthe differen-
cedifference between the two payments is $115.28. 
If the total cost to refinance is $2,000, the break-
even is 17.35 months or slightly less than a year and 
one a half. InterstinglyInterestingly, if you leave 
the payment the same and reduce the term, your 
360-month loan turns into a 295-month loan. You 
will be paid off five years sooner.

If the number is, 36 or less generally the refi-
nance option makes sense. Of course, if you expect 
to sell or move before the three-year period passes, 
refinancing would be a losing proposition.

If you determine that you will be in your 
house for a while and that the breakeven is below 
36 months, then refinancing is probably a good idea.

The common Our recommendation is that 
you look at shortening the term of your loan. For ex-

ample, if you have a 30-year loan, it may be possible 
to shorten the term to 25 years and keep the same 
payment amount.  The reason that we recommend 
shortening the term is that the future is uncertain. 
With a shorter-term loan, you will pay down princi-
pal more quickly and will reach the point of owning 
your home free of debt sooner. Owning your home 
free of debt is a worthy financial goal that also pro-
vides peace of mind.

As attractive, as refinancing might be seem 
there are a few circumstances in which it may not 
be the best option. The first is expected time before 
you may sell your home. The sooner you plan to sell, 
the less sense refinancing makes. Another obstacle 
to refinancing is credit score. If your credit score is 
declining, you may be ineligible to refinance or the 
cost may be prohibitive. If you have a low or declin-
ing credit score, ask your mortgage lender or local 
bank to help you understand the steps that are nec-
essary to improve your score. This will help you to 
receive better options in all future credit situations.

If you have a low loan balance, (generally less 
than $100,000) it also may not make sense to refi-
nance since the costs are relatively fixed and you 
will not be able to spread them over a big loan. If 
you have a low loan, balance you should still do the 
refinance math but do not be surprised if the num-
bers do not work. If you have a low loan balance 
you should still use the refinance math, but do not 
be surprised if the numbers do not work. WHY?The 
reason that smaller loans are harder to refinance 
is that the fixed costs of refinancing is a bigger per-
centage of the loan balance. 

Finally, it isn’twe don’t generally recommend-
ed to cash out refinances in which you increase your 
loan balance. G. It just seems to us that ggetting out 
of debt as soon as possible is a worthy financial goal. 

 Take advantage of the new lower rates. This 
can also work for other fixed rate loans, so don’t 
be afraid to ask your lenders for a rate reduction. 
Interest rates are unusually low now and no one 
knows how long this will last.Interest rates are 
unusually low now, but cannot be counted on to 
remain there for any lengthy time.  

Guy Williams is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located 
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, 
vice-president and branch manager can be 
contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice presi-
dent and commercial lender, can be contacted 
at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

One more time
By Guy Williams

President Yenni names new animal shelter 
director

On September 6, 2019, Jefferson Parish Presi-
dent Michael S. Yenni appointed Michelle Brignac 
as the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter Director. 
Brignac previously served in an interim position 
and within her first month arranged transfers with 
key rescue organizations, Wings of Rescue and Best 
Friends, to minimize overcrowding and increase 
adoption rates.

“Michelle came highly recommended from  
St. Martin Parish and she is already proving to be 
a huge asset to our shelters,” said President Yenni.

Prior to joining Jefferson Parish, Brignac spent 
nine years at the St. Martin’s Parish animal shelter 
where she began as an animal control officer and 
then served as the director for the shelter.

There Brignac increased the shelter’s save rate, 
refined policies and procedures, and developed em-
ployee educational programs.    
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The city of Ken-
ner is blessed with 
two high schools in 
its vast community.

Bonnabel has 
been around since 1973, growing out of East 
Jefferson High School. The Bruins have enjoyed 
great success in basketball under long-time 
coach Glenn Dyer.

In football, Willie Hof guided the Bruins to 
the state title game in 1977, losing by a scant 
point to South Lafourche in the state champion-
ship game with Tommy Wilcox as its quarterback. 
Bobby Hebert was the quarterback for the Tar-
pons.

Since then, the Bruins have had some suc-
cessful seasons, particularly under Mike Villema-
rette, but have not sustained it.

In recent years, there has been vast turn-
over in the head coaching spot and records have 
simply not been good.

Veteran coach Brett Bonnaffons took over a 
year ago and is seeking to bring stability to the 
program.

Bonnaffons previously served as the head 
coach at Pope John Paul II and at Riverdale. Bon-
naffons was an assistant at Helen Cox, West Jef-
ferson, Desire Street Academy, Redemptorist and 
Carroll. He played at Holy Cross and at Nicholls 
State.

The goal for Bonnaffons is to build numbers 
and to build morale for a program that has not 

won in many years.
The Bruins got their first win of the season 

over Abramson Sci Academy, pitching a 34-0 shut-
out on Sept. 20. Losses to powers Destrehan and 
Newman were predictable but served to make 
the Bruins a better program.

District 8-5A is a league that the Bruins 
can compete in, particularly with Landry-Walker 
dropping down to 4A status. John Ehret is clearly 
the best team while Chalmette is solid but not 
unbeatable. East Jefferson, Higgins, Riverdale 
and Grace King are all programs that Bonnabel 
can compete with on the gridiron. This year, it 
appears that West Jefferson is not as potent as it 
normally is as well.

It is conceivable to see Bonnabel winning 
four games, if not getting to five and avoiding a 
losing season. Reaching six wins would be a huge 
step up for the Bruins. With Bonnaffons on the 
job, things are certainly trending in the right di-
rection.

At Kenner Discovery, P.J. Sprunk has infused 
enthusiasm into the program.

Having learned as a player at John Cur-
tis Christian under legendary coach J.T. Curtis, 
Sprunk is employing many of the same principles 
he learned as a Patriot to the Swamp Owls.

Kenner Discovery won its first official varsity 
game, blanking Fisher 44-0 on Sept. 6. It was a 
special evening. They followed it up with a forfeit 
win over Ridgewood.

Competing in 11-3A, the Swamp Owls should 
compete well with Haynes and Thomas Jefferson 
and will likely be overmatched by talented, big 

De La Salle.
The future at Kenner Discovery is very 

bright. The school is attracting many students 
and a brand-new school building is going up, as 
we speak, on Vintage Drive. The green space at 
the school is substantive to build athletic pro-
grams as a whole, including football. Having Muss 
Bertolino Stadium close by for home games is a 
real plus.

Sprunk has good numbers already and a 
sizeable young class coming up. It would not be a 
shock in the future to see the Swamp Owls move 
up in classification.

Private schools draw heavily from Kenner, 
in both north and south Kenner. The competition 
for young men and women as students and as ath-
letes has never been greater.

Ultimately, providing a good culture, atmo-
sphere and learning environment is paramount to 
keep Kenner residents “at home.”

Bonnabel and Kenner Discovery are doing 
a good job of selling that message to prospective 
students.

The private schools in the Greater New Or-
leans area are a shining light in the community 
and most have stellar reputations. It becomes 
a matter of whether families can afford to send 
their sons and daughters to those schools, justify-
ing the cost.

Many always will. There are others who, giv-
en financial restraints and the quality of public 
school choices, will take a look, if not a long look 
at Bonnabel and Kenner Discovery.

Bonnabel has its own baseball stadium on 

campus, a real plus, with lots of green space as 
well.

Families always look at facilities, as do 
young people.

Having the ability to upgrade is important to 
having a long-term vision and both schools and 
the school board governing body understand this 
dynamic.

Both schools appear poised to compete in 
the classroom and on the playing fields as we 
head toward a new decade.

That is a good thing and a good omen for the 
continuing growth and prosperity for our great 
city.   

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts 
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Tra-
han’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights 
during the football season and “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
Trahan is the general manager of the Saints 
Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Su-
perdome and does morning sports for all four 
Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans 
area. Trahan serves as the president of Joyful 
Noise Ministries and works with Life Resources 
Ministries.

Sprunk, Bonnaffons working hard to make Kenner high schools competitive
By Ken Trahan

Hans 
Liljeberg
Associate Justice
Supreme Court, District 1

Arita 
Bohannan
State Senate, District 10

Joe 
Lopinto III
Jefferson Parish Sheriff

Alliance for Quality in Government
Alliance for Quality in Government supports these candidates for quality government across Jefferson Parish.

ELECTION DAY October 12thEARLY VOTING Sept. 28th - Oct. 5th
(EXCEPT SUNDAY, SEPT. 29)

Paid for on a pro-rata basis by the above candidates. VOTE OCTOBER 12TH
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight: 
TOM BENSON SCHOOL

                                 At Tom Benson, it is our mission is to promote the growth of the whole 
           child through high expectations 
                   within a nurturing, culturally sensitive 
environment. Our new PK-8 model allows us to work 
with students across many grade levels with access 
for all to our Tier One curriculum. We offer students in 
Kindergarten the opportunity to participate in a Dual 

Language setting 
where students 
are learning both 
Spanish and English. This program will continue to grow 
yearly grade by grade. Our middle school students will have 
access to all of the sports offered to Jefferson Parish schools, 
while also working through the arts with the Tom Benson band 
and our auxiliary teams. As the school culture continues to 
develop, so do our extracurricular opportunities.

John Starr is the principal of the newly restructured Tom 
Benson School. The 
school is represented 
by Jefferson Parish 
School Board District 
IX Member Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. 
Tom Benson School  

is located at 3315 Maine Avenue in Kenner. For more 
information, call (504) 443-1361 or visit the school online 
at jpschools.org/benson.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary, 

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

                                 At Tom Benson, it is our mission is to promote the growth of the whole 
           child through high expectations 
                   within a nurturing, culturally sensitive 
environment. Our new PK-8 model allows us to work 

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Expect th
e Best!

Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.

Somewhere along the line someone decided that 
cutting corners was good business. That may play on 
Wall Street, but it doesn’t play at DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE 
- locally and family owned since 1975.

We work harder!  We work smarter!  We get it right the fi rst 
time, so our customers don’t waste their time. 
Some people say this might be a lost art, but when we see our customers again, it 
will be because we went the extra mile, not because we cut corners.

Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.
Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.

K-8 “Look & Learns” give 
prospective families opportunity 
to join a Jefferson Parish School 
on the rise

By Cade Brumley, Ph.D.– Jefferson Parish School System Superintendent

The progress we’ve felt in Jefferson Parish 
Schools for more than a year is now being seen in the 
academic outcomes of our kids. The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Education released two sets of results recently, 
and both show Jefferson Parish on the rise.

JP Schools high school students achieved the larg-
est growth in Louisiana on Advanced Placement exams. 
In addition, our students in grades 4-12 grew academi-
cally at a rate that outpaced the average state increase. 
These are exciting steps as we work to push our district 
forward and ensure our schools are viable options for 
all families. 

This is the time of year when many families in our 
parish begin researching school options for the follow-
ing school year. We’re inviting Jefferson Parish families 
to spend some time learning about the opportunities 
available at our 15 K-8 schools. Five of these schools are 
located in Kenner – Alexander Elementary, Audubon 
Elementary, Benson School, Chateau Estates School 
and Woods Elementary.

Each school, which serves students in grades 
kindergarten through eighth, will host a “Look & Learn” 
this fall for prospective families who live in that school’s 

district. These one-hour sessions are an opportunity 
for families to hear from the school’s principal, meet 
faculty, tour the campus and learn how their child can 
grow through the 8th grade.

Our K-8s offer the highest rated curriculum in the 
state, enriching athletics and extracurricular activities 
and a safe, nurturing environment where students are 
prepared for high school and beyond. You can find each 
school’s attendance boundaries, “Look & Learn” dates 
and times and more information at jpschools.org/Loo-
kandLearn.

If you are looking for a new school home for your 
child, I encourage you to give our K-8 schools a chance. 
Great things are happening every day in our classrooms. 
We invite you to come see for yourself.   

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish School System, the largest and most 
diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 50,000 
students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the public 
school system, educated in Louisiana public schools 
and spending his entire career serving children 
and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. 
Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

JP Schools upgrades to Google for classroom 
technology and email

Jefferson Parish Schools families will notice a 
change in the way they communicate with teachers 
and staff. The district recently adopted Google’s G Suite 
for Education. This upgrade will streamline how district 
employees communicate with the community and each 
other, as well as equip teachers with digital education 
tools like Google Classroom.

“Many of our teachers have been requesting this 
change and I’m excited to give them access to these 
21st century tools,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Cade Brumley. “Adopting Google means way more than 
a boost to our email system. The G Suite for Education 
will help our progressive classroom teachers through its 
many instructional technology features.”

Google’s G Suite for Education allows educators to 
create opportunities for learning, streamline adminis-
trative tasks and challenge students to think critically 

– all without disrupting workflows. Along with Gmail, 
G Suite for Education includes tools like Google Drive, 

Classroom, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Calendar and Contacts.
With the switch comes a new email address for all 

teachers and school system employees. JP Schools now 
uses Gmail for all email services. All teacher and em-
ployee email addresses now end in “@jpschools.” Pre-
viously, all emails ended with “@jppss.k12.la.us.” Most 
district emails follow the convention “first name.last 
name@jpschools.” Families should contact their school 
or visit their school’s website for a listing of educator 
emails. You can find school contact information and 
website links at jpschools.org.

Modernizing the JP Schools email system and 
websites is an action step in the district’s strategic plan, 

“2024: The Future Our Students Deserve.” JP Schools 
launched new district and school websites in August. 
These improvements will help make it easier for people 
to share information and collaborate. One of the six pri-
orities outlined in 2024 is to partner with families, com-
munity members, school board members, agencies and 
other stakeholders.  

Jefferson Parish K-8 schools to host “Look & 
Learns” for families

Jefferson Parish families are invited to spend some time 
learning about the opportunities available at the 15 kindergar-
ten through eighth grade schools in Jefferson Parish Schools.

Each school, which serves students in grades kindergarten 
through eighth, will host a “Look & Learn” this fall for families 
who live in that school’s district. These one-hour sessions will be 
an opportunity for families to hear from the school’s principal, 
meet faculty, tour the campus and learn how their child can 
grow at the school through the 8th grade.

“Our K-8s offer the highest rated curriculum in the state, en-
riching athletics and extracurricular activities, and a safe, nur-
turing environment where students are prepared for high school 
and beyond,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. 

“We’re inviting prospective families to spend a little time with us 
to learn what’s possible with Jefferson Parish Schools.”

For more information about K-8 schools in Jefferson Par-
ish, visit jpschools.org/k8.

“LOOK & LEARN” SCHEDULE

G.T. Woods Elementary
October 2 at 5 p.m.

Woodmere Elementary
October 7 at 5 p.m.

Tom Benson School
October 8 at 5 p.m.

J.C. Ellis Elementary
October 14 at 5 p.m.

Rudolph Matas School
October 15 at 6 p.m.

Estelle School
October 16 at 5 p.m.

Alexander Elementary
October 17 at 5 p.m.

Chateau Estates School
October 21 at 6 p.m.

Bissonet Plaza  
Elementary
October 22 at 9 a.m.

Emmett Gilbert School
October 23 at 6 p.m.

Cherbonnier Rillieux 
Elementary
October 24 at 5 p.m.

Ellender School 
October 30 at 5 p.m.

Audubon Elementary
November 6 at 5 p.m.

Lincoln Elementary
November 7 at 5 p.m.

Truman School
November 14 at 6 p.m.    
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JP Schools advanced study academies 
application window now open

As of September 24, 2019, Jefferson Parish fami-
lies can now apply for some of the top performing pub-
lic schools in the state. The Jefferson Parish Schools 
Advanced Study Academies application window for 
the 2020-2021 school year is now open. Jefferson Par-
ish families can submit applications until October 22 
at noon.

Applications, projected openings for next school 
year and additional admissions information are avail-
able at jpschools.org/asa. Applications are also avail-
able in the offices of all JP Schools.

Applications must be complete, include all re-
quired documents and hand delivered to either the 
JP Schools Administration Building located at 501 
Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey or the Paul Emenes 
Building at 822 South Clearview Parkway in Harahan.  
For hours of operation and a list of all required docu-

ments, visit jpschools.org/asa. For more information, 
contact the ASA admissions office at 349-7792 or julia.
johns@jpschools.org.

JP Schools ASAs are designed to expose the most 
highly capable students to a challenging, rigorous 
and accelerated curriculum. The academies focus on 
high-potential students who are successful in gaining 
admission through the ASA admissions process. Suc-
cessful candidates are challenged with opportunities 
in abstract thinking, problem-solving and the use of 
higher-order thinking skills. Our academies employ a 
school-wide enrichment model and use project-based, 
hands-on instructional techniques. Students are high-
ly engaged through differentiated instruction and are 
working at least one grade level ahead of other stu-
dents in their age group and grade placement.    
 

MCKENZIE’S TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned

Fully Insured

456-1300

FREE ESTIMATES
             Cell 432-3548

Hurricane season 
is here! All trees should 
be trimmed for safety!
      No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removal 
Fencing

Stump grinding

Construction
Hedging

All landscape needs
Dirt spreading

Sports Injuries

Shoulder and Knee Conditions

Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy

Physical Therapy

889-2663 4921 Airline Drive www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español

Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MDLUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
WILLIAM SHERMAN, MD

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
CHADWICK MURPHY, MD

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

Jefferson Parish Schools leads state in advanced 
placement growth

Jefferson Parish Schools had the largest growth in 
Louisiana on Advanced Placement (AP) exams. No Lou-
isiana system exceeded Jefferson Parish’s 11.1% growth.

 “This is another example of our momentum in Jef-
ferson Parish Schools,” said JP Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Cade Brumley. “I’m thankful to our schools for their 
willingness to provide students access to more rigorous 
academic offerings and am not surprised that our stu-
dents rose to the challenge.”

The number of students who earned a score of 3 or 
better on an AP exam grew from 454 in 2017-2018 to 502 
in 2018-2019. Students who score a 3 or higher on their 
AP exam are eligible for college credit at all Louisiana 
higher education institutions.

Jefferson Parish students also had the state’s 
second largest gains for the number of AP tests taken 
with a score of 3 or higher. Students are eligible to take 
multiple AP tests. JP Schools saw a growth of 10.9% – 
from 644 tests with a 3 or higher in 2017-2018 to 720 
in 2018-2019.

JP Schools saw growth with almost every subgroup, 
including students with disabilities, English language 
learners, and minority students.

Advanced Placement courses available in JP 
Schools include American Government, American His-
tory, Art History, Biology, Calculus, Chemistry, Comput-
er Science, Computer Science Principles, English III, 
English IV, Environmental Science, Government and 
Politics, European History, Human Geography, Music 
Theory, Physics, Probability and Statistics, Psychology, 
Seminar, Spanish Language and Culture, US History, 
and World History.

Evangeline Parish also earned 11.1% growth on AP 
exams with 18 students earning a 3 or higher in 2018-19.

One of the actions outlined in the district’s stra-
tegic plan, “2024: The Future Our Kids Deserve,” is to 
provide academic enrichment opportunities for high 
school students. The district has set a goal of 10,000 
hours of eligible college credits earned by 2024. This 
significant advancement will move the system closer 
to this goal.   

21 Jefferson Parish Schools students named 
national merit semifinalists

Twenty-one students in Jefferson Parish Schools 
have been named semifinalists in the 2020 National 
Merit Scholarship Program.

Haynes Academy led the way in JP Schools with 
11 National Merit semifinalists. Six students from Pat-
rick F. Taylor Academy earned the honor. Thomas Jef-
ferson High had a school-record four students named 
semifinalists.

“Congratulations to each of these students, their 
families and their schools for achieving this national 
recognition,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. 

Cade Brumley. “These Jefferson Parish students rep-
resent some of the best in our district, our state and 
our nation.”

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
announced approximately 16,000 semifinalists 
in the 65th annual National Merit Scholarship 
Program. These high school seniors have an op-
portunity to continue in the competition for some 
7,500 National Merit Scholarships worth more 
than $31 million to be offered next spring.    
 

REAL ID required for air travel by October 2020
The Transportation Security Administration, 

Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles and the Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 
(MSY) recently held a press conference to remind 
Louisiana residents that beginning October 2020, 
all travelers will need a form of identification 
that is REAL ID-compliant to board a commercial 

flight. REAL ID-compliant credentials will also be 
required to gain access to secure federal facilities, 
including military bases, nuclear facilities and 
some federal offices. Only 10 percent of Louisi-
ana citizens have been issued a REAL ID-com-
pliant driver’s license or identification card.    
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Health
Struggling to stay awake in 
the daytime? Nodding off at 
inappropriate times?  
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Excessive daytime sleepiness is known as one 
of the five major symptoms of narcolepsy. As we 
go through our daily lives, most of us go through 
one of two states of consciousness. Either we are 
sleeping or we are awake, with very little overlap 
between the two. Try to imagine what it would be 
like to live with a condition in which you rarely 
ever felt fully awake and hardly ever felt fully 
asleep.

People who suffer from narcolepsy seem to 
have this occurring on a daily basis. Literature 
mentions that one out of 2000 people suffer from 
narcolepsy. It is a neurological disorder where the 
brain is unable to control the sleep and wakeful 
cycles. People suffering from this disorder have 
episodes in which they fall asleep unexpectedly 
during the day, known as “sleep attacks.” These 
can occur at any time and are not limited to any 
specific activity. This makes it mostly dangerous 
when we are operating a vehicle. This disorder 
is found in patients with significantly reduced 
amount of a neurotransmitter called hypocretin, 
which normally would promote wakefulness. Most 
of the patients with narcolepsy don’t have a posi-
tive family history and only 10 percent report hav-
ing a close family relative with this disorder.

Ask yourself these three questions and if you 
answer yes then there is a chance you might have 
narcolepsy.

Have you had the sudden urge to sleep dur-
ing the day even though you received enough 
sleep the night before?

Have you ever felt refreshed and alert after 
a brief nap but then it quickly changed to sleepi-
ness again?

Did you ever fall asleep while working, typ-
ing, eating or speaking with someone?

To make the diagnosis of narcolepsy, physi-
cians will order an in-lab overnight sleep evalua-
tion study followed by daytime study called MSLT.

While there is no cure for narcolepsy avail-
able currently, many of the symptoms are treat-
able with medications. Listed below are a few 
home remedies and lifestyle changes that one can 
adapt.

Keep a consistent sleep schedule.
Take several short naps a day to alleviate ex-

cessive daytime sleepiness and limit these naps 
to 10 to 15 minutes only.

Get regular exercise.
Try a relaxing routine just before bedtime.
Avoid caffeine and alcoholic beverages at 

least two to three hours before bedtime as these 
may worsen the symptoms.

Most importantly be safe. Driving can be 
one of the most dangerous activities for narco-
leptic patients who are untreated as they are 
10 times more likely to have a driving accident 
than those without the disorder.

If at any time you begin to feel excessively 
sleepy, stop what you’re doing and take a nap.

If you or someone you know may have undi-
agnosed narcolepsy, please contact your primary 
care physician or a sleep specialist to see if a sleep 
study may be needed. While there is no cure for 
narcolepsy, the treatments available for the symp-
toms can help relieve and give you a more wake-
ful, fulfilling life.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana 
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist 
and board-certified sleep medicine physician 
who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-
Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC 
in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medi-
cine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the 
medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans 
(SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accred-
ited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
(AASM) for treating children and adults with 
any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is 
board certified in family medicine and sleep 
medicine by the American Board of Fam-
ily Medicine and currently practices pediatric/
adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans 
area. To schedule an appointment, call the Sleep 
Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.
myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Education
JP Schools selects members for 2019-2020 
superintendent’s councils

Jefferson Parish Schools has selected the 87 
students, parents, teachers, principals and commu-
nity members who will have a seat at the table with JP 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. The district 
announced the members of the 2019-2020 Superinten-
dent’s Councils.

“Congratulations to everyone who earned a spot 
on this year’s councils,” said Dr. Brumley. “We received 
some outstanding applications. I’m excited to meet 
with the councils and hear their unique perspectives 
on our schools.”

JP Schools held an application period in August for 
four of the five Superintendent’s Councils – the Super-

intendent’s Parent Council, Superintendent’s Principal 
Council, Superintendent’s Student Leadership Council 
and the Superintendent’s Teacher Council. Member-
ship in the Superintendent’s Special Education Council 
does not rotate on an annual basis. Each council will 
meet in September, November, January and March.

Partnering with families, community members, 
board members, agencies and other stakeholders is 
one of the six priorities outlined in the district’s strate-
gic plan, “2024: The Future Our Kids Deserve.” Through 
these councils, the district helps ensure people’s voices 
are heard and utilized.   
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Community
Friends of the Jefferson Public Library announce spring  
“Big Book Sale”

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will conduct its semi-an-
nual “Big Book Sale” starting Thursday, October 10 through Sunday, October 
13, 2019, at the Pontchartrain Center located at 4545 Williams Boulevard at 
the lake in Kenner.

Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday through Saturday and 
noon until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.

As one of the largest book sales in the New Orleans area, more than 
65,000 used items, including gently used adult and children’s books, puzzles, 
DVDs, CDs, videotapes, music tapes and vinyl records will be offered for sale, 
most priced from fifty cents to $3.

Three items will be auctioned at the sale. “The first is a beautiful copy 
of “The Story of Painting,” by Sister Wendy Bennett, a chronicle of the his-
tory of eight hundred years of Western art, featuring more than 450 pictures 
of masterpieces. Also to be auctioned is a copy of “The New York Times: The 
Complete Front Pages 1851-2008,” a book which contains more than 300 
of the most significant front pages and includes three DVDs with each of 

the 54,266 front pages printed during that time span. For LSU football fans, 
there will be a signed Stevan Ridley LSU jersey. Ridley was the offensive 
team captain and primary running back for LSU in 2010. He was drafted 
in 2011 by the New England Patriots and has played for several other NFL 
teams. While with the Patriots, he was a part of the team that won Super 
Bowl XLIX.

Payment can be made by cash and major credit cards but checks are 
no longer accepted. Admission is free and parking is plentiful. All proceeds 
from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish Libraries. Note that for security 
reasons the Pontchartrain Center management has instituted a mandatory 
bag check upon entry to the sale.

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is an independent, non-
profit organization that supports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting 
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted items for all its branches 
through fundraising and participating in literacy programs. During the past 
two decades, the organization has donated more than $1 million to the li-
brary system. For more information call 455-2665, visit http://friendsofjeffer-
sonlibrary.org, email at friendsjpl@yahoo.com or follow on Facebook.   
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Kenner’s Rivertown to welcome a “Relay of Voices” and 
Oktoberfest in October

As temperatures drop this fall, Kenner’s historic Rivertown district 
will heat up with a pair of free, special events and the return of a favorite 
during the month of October.

The festivities begin with the city of Kenner’s second annual Oktober-
fest, which has expanded to two days after its success as a one-day event last 
year. Crowds are invited to enjoy traditional German fare, a variety of beers, 
live music, arts, crafts and more on Friday, October 4, 2019, from 6:00 p.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. and on Saturday, October 5 from 2:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. 
New to the festival this year will be the “Wiener Takes All” dachshund dog 
race. Oktoberfest will be held in the 400 block of Williams Boulevard across 
from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall.

Saturday, October 5 also marks the return of the Crescent City Farm-
er’s Market to its Rivertown location at LaSalle’s Landing (where Williams 
Boulevard meets Reverend Richard Wilson Drive). Fresh off its annual 
summer hiatus, the Rivertown Farmer’s Market will once again provide 
homegrown produce, homemade jams and jellies, savory sausage and more 
to residents of Kenner and neighboring communities. Opening day activi-
ties will also include live music and a special STEM mobile field trip unit 
where kids can conduct experiments themed around science, technology, 
engineering and math. The market will operate from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
every Saturday, now through July of 2020.

And finally, at the end of the month, Kenner residents are invited to 
participate in a “Relay of Voices” event on Saturday, October 26 from 6:00 

until 9:00 p.m. Led by artist, athlete and Louisiana native Victoria Bradford 
Styrbicki, “Relay of Voices” is a non-profit project in which Victoria and her 
team traverse the 2,400-mile length of the Mississippi River on foot and 
gather the stories of river community residents along the way. The effort is 
designed to identify and bolster connections between people in one com-
munity to the next. Styrbicki says the goal is to “support a culture of listen-
ing around the communities of the Mississippi River.” Kenner will mark the 
96th town visited during the journey that begin in Minnesota this past July.

Over the course of a two-day visit, Styrbicki will meet and interview 
Kenner residents to learn about the unique culture of the city. Those narra-
tives will then be “relayed” via a spectacular storytelling event and interpre-
tive dance presentation, “Voices of the River” to be held in Kenner’s Heri-
tage Park located at 2015 Fourth Street on Saturday evening, October 26 at 
6:00 p.m. An outdoor “Movie in the Park” is also planned to coincide with 
the event. Disney’s live action feature “Aladdin” will be shown on a 25-foot 
outdoor movie screen starting at 7:00 p.m. Concessions will be for sale. No 
outside food or drink is allowed. Residents are encouraged to attend so that 
Kenner voices may be heard in this important relay.

“October is filled with some wonderful events and activities in River-
town for the entire family,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “If you haven’t 
yet experienced Rivertown, please come by and find out more about this 
treasure in south Kenner.”

For more information on any of the October activities in Rivertown, 
call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.   

SEAS holds introductory school year meeting

The St. Elizabeth Home and School Association held its first meeting for the 2019-2020 school year on September 16, 2019. 
The meeting covered upcoming events for the school year and welcomed new families with a wine and cheese social. In attendance

 were SEAS Principal Joan Kathmann, school board member Stacy Woodward and SEAS church pastor, Father Robert T. Cooper.
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Cancer screenings can save lives    
By Ryan Griffin, M.D.

Should you get 
cancer screenings? 
The answer is yes! As 
an oncologist, I can 

assure you that early detection of cancer greatly in-
creases the chances for successful treatment. It is so 
important that as we age, we get regular screenings 
for cancer. Although we don’t know the causes and 
risk factors for every kind of cancer, certain types have 
increased risk, making these tests very important.

Three cancer screenings that could save your 
life.

Breast cancer
Breast cancer accounts for about 30 percent 

of all cancer diagnoses in women (approximately 
270,000 cases annually).

It is recommended that all women should 
have an annual mammogram starting at age 40 to 
check for breast cancer. Some women may want to 
be screened earlier depending on family or medical 
history.

Women should also familiarize themselves 
with how their breasts look and feel. Always let your 
doctor know if you ever notice any changes in your 
breasts.

Colon cancer
Colon cancer accounts for about eight to 10 per-

cent of all cancer diagnoses (approximately 145,000 
cases annually).

People at average risk of colon cancer should 
start regular screenings at age 45. If you have a family 
history of colon cancer, screening should be initiated 
earlier.

The primary screening for colon cancer is a 
colonoscopy, which should be done every 10 years, 
unless more frequent tests are suggested by your 
doctor. Another screening option is known as a FIT 
screen – an annual at-home screening test that 
checks for hidden blood in the stool.
Skin cancer

Skin cancer is the most common form of can-
cer in the United States, so it is recommended that 
adults see a dermatologist annually for routine skin 
checks.

You should always be familiar with all moles 
and spots on your skin. If you notice any changes, you 
should talk to your doctor right away. Things to look 

for include changes in size, color and symmetry in 
current moles or marks on your skin.

In 2019, about 27,000 new cases of cancer will 
be diagnosed in Louisiana, which translates to about 
73 new diagnoses every day. This year alone, there is 
estimated to be about 9,300 deaths from the disease. 
Prevention is key and early detection is vital. Take 
care of your health and those you love and get regular 
cancer screenings.  

Dr. Ryan Griffin earned a degree in biomedi-
cal engineering from Tulane University in 2006, 
earned his medical degree from Louisiana State 
University School of Medicine in New Orleans in 
2011 and completed his residency in internal medi-
cine at Ochsner in 2014, as well as a chief residency 
in internal medicine in 2015. Dr. Griffin completed 
his fellowship in hematology/oncology at Ochsner 
in 2018. To schedule an appointment with Dr. Grif-
fin at Ochsner Health Center-Kenner, located at 200 
West Esplanade Avenue, call 443-9500 or schedule 
online at www.ochsner.org.

Real Estate

Have you ever 
been flipping through 

the channels, only to find yourself glued to the couch 
in an HGTV binge session? We’ve all been there, watch-
ing entire seasons of shows like “Property Brothers,” 
“Fixer Upper,” and “Love It or List It,” all in one sitting.

When you’re in the middle of your real estate-
themed TV show marathon, you might start to think 
everything you see on the screen must be how it works 
in real life. However, you may need a reality check.
Reality TV show myths vs. real life

Myth #1: Buyers look at three homes and decide 
to purchase one of them.

Truth: There may be buyers who fall in love and 
buy the first home they see, but according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors, the average homebuyer 
tours 10 homes as a part of their search.

Myth #2: The houses the buyers are touring are 
still for sale.

Truth: Everything is staged for TV. Many of the 
homes shown are already sold and are off the market.

Myth #3: The buyers haven’t made a purchase 
decision yet.

Truth: Since there is no way to show the entire 
buying process in a 30-minute show, TV producers 
often choose buyers who are further along in the pro-
cess and have already chosen a home to buy.

Myth #4: If you list your home for sale, it will al-
ways sell at the open house.

Truth: Of course, this would be great! Open 
houses are important to guarantee the most exposure 
to buyers in your area, but they are only one piece of 
the overall marketing of your home. Keep in mind, 
many homes are sold during regular showing appoint-
ments as well.

Myth #5: Homeowners decide to sell their homes 
after a five-minute conversation.

Truth: Similar to the buyers portrayed on the 
shows, many of the sellers have already spent hours 
deliberating the decision to list their homes and move 
on with their lives and goals.
Bottom Line

The housing market will be strong for the rest of 
2019. Having an experienced professional on your side 
while navigating the real estate market is the best way 
to guarantee you can make the home of your dreams 
a true reality. If you’d like to know more about our 
specific market, get together with a realtor to discuss 
what’s happening in our area.  

Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is 
a realtor at HomeSmart Realty South specializing 
in residential property sales and can be reached at 
453-0531 or kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office 
is located at 145 Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.

 

Five real estate reality TV myths 
explained 
By Kelly S. Hand

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
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466-3073
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Education

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
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“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
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- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
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Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
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Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. 
Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life. We want to improve 
your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood 
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep 
medicine.”                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
•  Excessive daytime sleepiness
•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

Call us today if  you 
answer yes to 2 or more.  CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

ACCEPTS MOST 
INSURANCE 

PLANS INCLUDING 
MEDICARE AND 

MEDICAID

Snore?

Tired?
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Pressure High?

Do you or anyone you know snore?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Stop breathing during the night? 

Do you have high  
blood pressure?

ACCEPTING 
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405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 • 4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Jefferson Parish Schools outpaces state increase in student progress
Jefferson Parish Schools students grew at a 

rate that outpaced the average state increase. JP 
Schools also comprised over half of the schools 
demonstrating the most growth in the Greater 
New Orleans area. Those are some of the re-
sults as the Louisiana Department of Education 
released statewide progress data today and cel-
ebrated schools and school systems where stu-
dents are making progress toward fully master-
ing key concepts and skills in English language 
arts and math.

“This is a testament to our schools picking 
kids up where they are and moving them to the 
next level,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Cade Brumley. “We still have a long road ahead 
of us to achieve our goals, but this is an exciting 
step forward for our parish.”

Student progress scores demonstrate how 
well students in grades four through 12th are 
progressing towards fully mastering 
key concepts in ELA and math. JP 
Schools grew by a percentage 
point in both ELA and math. 
In 2019, 46% of students dis-
played growth in ELA and 44% 
showed growth in math. State-
wide, students dropped a point 
in ELA and grew by a percentage 
point in math.

The state recognized outstand-
ing schools in each region for growth. Of 
the 15 schools recognized for growth in Greater 
New Orleans, eight are from JP Schools. Those 
schools are Patrick Taylor Academy (66% top 

growth in ELA and math), Keller Elementary 
(65%), Laureate Academy (63%), St. Ville 

Elementary (63%), Haynes Acad-
emy (63%), Metairie Academy 

(60%), Riverdale High (59%) 
and Thibodeaux Elemen-
tary (59%).

Growth among Af-
rican American and eco-
nomically disadvantaged 

students in JP Schools also 
outpaced the average state 

growth. Both saw a percentage 
point of growth. JP Schools did see a 

drop in growth among its English language learn-
ers and students with disabilities. The district is 
piloting new measures to provide these students 

with the support they need to succeed.
The student progress measure will make up 

25 percent of an elementary or middle school’s 
overall performance score and 12.5 percent of a 
high school’s overall performance score.

Jefferson Parish Schools is the largest and 
most diverse public school system in Louisiana 
and the 98th largest in the nation. Our system 
of 82 schools serves around 50,000 students on 
both banks of the Mississippi River. With approxi-
mately 7,000 employees, JP Schools is one of the 
largest employers in Jefferson Parish. Our dis-
trict exists to provide the education our students 
deserve to succeed in life and make our world a 
better place.   

Business
Jefferson Chamber receives Chamber of the 
Year Award in “Large Chamber” category

The Jefferson Chamber was presented the 
distinction as the state’s 2019 Chamber of the 
Year in the “Large Chamber” category, selected 
by the Louisiana Association of Chamber of Com-
merce Executives (LACCE), at the LACCE An-
nual Conference’s reception and awards dinner 
in Lake Charles on September 9, 2019.

To be considered for the Chamber of the 
Year honor, a chamber must submit examples 
of growth and progress in three areas vital to an 
organization’s success within the past 12 months 
including community development, organiza-
tional development and professional develop-
ment.

The Jefferson Chamber was recognized for 
its voice in the recent reform of Jefferson’s pub-
lic school system, including the hiring of Super-
intendent Cade Brumley and the Chamber PAC’s 
involvement in electing a board that holds stu-
dent performance as the primary priority. Paying 
Jefferson teachers competitive to the top of the 
region was also a priority and a promotional cam-
paign of the chamber. Additionally, the chamber 
supported HB575 to bring Uber and Lyft to op-
erate statewide, as well as other local, state and 
federal legislation. The chamber was instrumen-
tal in Fat City beautification efforts, creation of 
the Metairie Flag through its Young Profession-
als Flag Committee, and graduating its 17th class 
of Leadership Jefferson. The Jefferson Chamber 
continues to enhance its non-dues revenue affin-
ity programs and has grown its “High Investor” 
program to include five levels and 54 investors.

“This is a great honor for our 5-Star Chamber 
and our thriving business community. We’ve seen 
tremendous growth throughout the past year and 
are excited to continue doing our part to make 
Jefferson Parish the best place to live, work and 
play,” said Todd Murphy, president of the Jeffer-
son Chamber.

Ryan Daul, 2019 Chairman of the Jefferson 
Chamber, is also proud of this recognition. “Be-
ing selected as ‘Large Chamber of the Year’ re-
affirms that our accomplishments of reaching 
unsurpassed new membership numbers while 
retaining and growing current members over 

the past year has not gone unnoticed,” said Daul. 
“Adding in the work of our great volunteers and 
staff proves just how effective this mix can be as 
Jefferson’s advocate for business.”

A panel of independent judges, who are 
also chamber executives from across the coun-
try, reviewed the Louisiana Chambers and 
determined which chambers were considered 
the best in three categories – Small Chamber, 
Mid-Size Chamber and Large Chamber. It is the 
goal of the LACCE Chamber of the Year Award 
program to recognize those chambers that have 
distinguished themselves and their community 
through excellence in chamber management.

The Jefferson Chamber is a leading voice 
for Jefferson Parish’s business community. As a 
non-profit, membership-driven organization, the 
chamber is an effective advocate for small and 
large businesses at the local, state and federal 
levels. The chamber’s mission is to work for the 
advancement of the business community, to en-
hance the economic, civic and cultural environ-
ment and to improve the quality of life in Jeffer-
son Parish. The Jefferson Chamber is Four-Star 
Accredited by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
and was awarded the 2013, 2015 and 2019 Cham-
ber of the Year Award by the Louisiana Associa-
tion of Chamber of Commerce Executives in the 
Large Chamber Category.

For more information about the Jefferson 
Chamber, visit www.jeffersonchamber.org and 
follow on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

LACCE is the professional development or-
ganization for chambers of commerce executives 
and staff members in Louisiana. LACCE equips 
chamber professionals with leadership develop-
ment opportunities and tools to build innovative 
chambers.  
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Why is voting important?    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Voting is a 
word defined by the 
Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary as “an ex-

pression of opinion or preference.” Our govern-
ment revolves around voting and elections, so it 
makes sense for Americans to make their opin-
ions heard through their ballot choices.

Citizens of many other countries complain 
about the world around them and many don’t 
have the option to change their world, however, 
we do. The American voter has the power to 
make decisions that can affect the country. If you 
don’t like the way America is run and you don’t 
vote in elections to make your opinions heard, 
then you and not the government is at fault.

In the past, young people, women and un-
derrepresented groups all fought hard for the 
right to vote. Even today there are countries 
where people are still fighting for the right to 
vote. Vote in honor of those who can’t. Real val-
ues are expressed in actions, in what you do and 
how you do it.

It’s in the best interest for any American, 
including Hispanics, to get involved and exercise 
their right to vote. Everyone has an opinion and 
everyone who is registered to vote should do so. 
In America’s democracy, we value our ability to 
choose who is in office and revel in the fact that 
we have a say in what goes on in the political 
world. However, when less than half the country 
is voting regularly and not everyone is making 

their voice heard, can we call this a democracy?
Every vote counts, whether in a local, con-

gressional or presidential election. By voting, you 
can voice your opinion and that’s the opportunity 
to make a real and immediate change. How often 
do you get this chance?

For the upcoming election on October 12, it 
is a gubernatorial primary with all state elected 
officials on the ballot. State senate and house 
representatives will be on the ballot. In Jeffer-
son Parish we will have a chance to vote for all 
elected officials, including parish president and 
sheriff. And we will be able to elect a representa-
tive to the Jefferson Parish Council. Also, on the 
ballot are races for the BESE board, associate 
justice of the state’s Supreme Court state and 
justice of the peace.

Early voting is from September 28 through 
October 5, except Sunday, September 29. Elec-
tion Day is on October 12 from 8:30 a.m. until 
6:00 p.m. The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. until 
8:00 p.m. For information such as your precinct 
number, polling site location, ballot, which dis-
trict you are in, election results or any other 
election-related information, go online to the 
Louisiana Secretary of State’s website at www.
geauxvote.com or call the Jefferson Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters at 736-6191.

Community announcements
Oct. 6 – Celebración Latina presented by 

Pan American Life Insurance Group and the 

Audubon Nature Institute to be held at the Audu-
bon Zoo from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. For infor-
mation call 212-5253.

Oct. 5 & 6 – Cervantes Foundation presents 
the multi-day festival Que Pasa Fest at Lafre-
niere Park. For information call 615-9070 or visit 
www.quepasafest.com.

Oct. 10 – Fore! Kids Foundation is the char-
ity benefiting from the 9th Annual Kenner Wine 
and Food event at Chateau Golf and Country 
Club on October 10 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., 
for additional information call 559-5387.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and of-
fers various programs as well as access to infor-
mation and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 

channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information and 
program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and 
click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner 
TV Facebook/YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “We do not 
have government by the majority. We have gov-
ernment by the majority who participate.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Di-
versity Coordinator, public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Loui-
siana (LACAL) and serves on the governing 
board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Latin American News

{  One-on-one personal 
training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one 
evaluation including movement 
screening, diet, and lifestyle 
analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.

{  Early morning & after work 
appointments available 

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER

19, 068
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER 
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE  

KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
  WANT TO REACH  

THOSE PEOPLE?
 Call us to advertise! 468-9125
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Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s 
showroom during the month of October

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-
tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Thurs., October 3
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold  
Loteria

Fri., October 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Topcats 

Sat., October 5
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Al “Lil Fats” Jackson

Sun., October 6
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-
American Night

Thurs., October 10
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold  
Loteria

Fri., October 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Sugar Shaker

Sat., October 12
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sun., October 13
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-
American Night

Thurs., October 17
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold  
Loteria

Fri., October 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Kurt Brunus Project 

Sat., October 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

No Idea

Sun., October 20
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-
American Night

Thurs., October 24
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold  
Loteria

Fri., October 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Tyler Kinchen &  
The Right Pieces

Sat., October 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

SugarBomb

Sun., October 27
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-
American Night

Thurs., October 31
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold  
Loteria

Make Treasure Chest your favorite haunt in October 
By Rodney Miller 

The weather is 
getting a little cooler, 
chilling your bones. 
The nights are get-

ting darker, leaving more places for ghosts and ghouls 
to hide. Where will you go this October to escape the 
things that go bump in the night? Your Treasure Chest 
Casino, of course, where the only thing scary is how 
good our promotions are this month!

Mondays may be terrifying for some people, what 
with the end of the weekend and there’s no telling 
what evil creatures are up to. But I can tell you exactly 
what Treasure Chest is up to with our “Up to 25X Points” 
Mondays! Join us Mondays, October 14, 21, and 28 from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and just swipe your B Connected 
card at any kiosk to receive 7X up to 25X B Connected 
Points! It’s a great way to build points and drive away 
the nasty Monday doldrums!

And be wary of third weekdays in October…for 
something wicked this way comes…with our “Wicked 
Wednesday Kiosk Bonus!” Join us Wednesdays, October 
2, 16, 23 and 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. to receive 

a B Rewards bonus! Check your mailbox to see if you 
qualify for free or simply earn 100 tier credits each 
Wednesday to swipe and win up to $1,000 B Rewards!

If you feel you might be haunted, 
then rest assured that 
your Treasure Chest 
is on the case. Well…
we have cases. Well…
we have suitcases. Well…
suitcases filled with B 
Rewards. Join us Saturday, 
October 12 from 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. for “Pack It Up!” Every 30 minutes, eight win-
ners will be selected to win a brand-new rolling suitcase 
or backpack stuffed with up to $1,000 B Rewards! That’s 
a total of 72 winners! That doesn’t really help you with 
your haunting problem, but with your new luggage, you 
can move somewhere else!

If you’re still trying to outrun the lurking nasties, 
we’ve got a surefire way to leave them in the dust with 
our “Jeepers Creepers Giveaway!” Join us Saturday, Oc-
tober 26 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. when you could 
win a brand-new Jeep Cherokee Latitude! 25 winners 
will be selected to win $250 up to $750 cash! Then, at 

11:15 p.m., one winner will drive home that new Jeep or 
$15,000 cash! The choice is yours!

Of course, surviving a monster attack isn’t all 
fun and games. It’s also great food and 

entertainment. We’re still 
going strong with our 
$34.99 “Crab-tastic 
Seafood Night” on 

Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday night, plus 

our Thursday Night Italian 
Night for just $21.99. And 

as for entertainment, we’ve got a lot of familiar faces 
in the showroom, plus Al “Lil Fats” Jackson Saturday, 

October 5!
October may be a spooky time of year, but you’re 

always welcome to take refuge from zombie-like bore-
dom at your Treasure Chest Casino! We look forward to 
serving you and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older 
to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. 
Membership is free and rules and restrictions apply.   

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is 
located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Entertainment

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For foodieforone@yahoo.com. For foodieforone@yahoo.com

FALL APART RUMP ROAST
By foodieforone.com

A fall apart rump roast for your football watching, Halloween party pleasure.

Add all ingredients to a crock pot and I recommend cooking low and slow for 
8 hours! Our rump roast fell apart before it came out of the crock pot. Add a 
dollop of mashed potatoes atop every serving. Such comfort food. Finding the 
added vegetables is a treat all its own. Makes perfect roast beef po’boys on a 
toasted baguette the following day.

INGREDIENTS
3-pound rump roast
1 can French onion soup
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 bag baby carrots
1 carton sliced mushrooms
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Be An Achiever!
GENERATE 
SOLID LEADS

LEARN 
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT 

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE 

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATE

Attention Business Owners

GENERATE
SOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATEGENERATE
SOLID LEADSSOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER

GENERATE
SOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER

LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVEIMPROVE

PROFITABILITYPROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATIONTHE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a memberCall Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

SOLID LEADS
GENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

SOLID LEADSSOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE
SOLID LEADS
GENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

SOLID LEADS
GENERATE
SOLID LEADSSOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATE
SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENTBE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATE
SOLID LEADS
GENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARNLEARN
SOLID LEADSSOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

LEARN
SOLID LEADSSOLID LEADS
GENERATEGENERATE

PUBLIC SPEAKER
BE A CONFIDENT
LEADERSHIP SKILLSLEADERSHIP SKILLS

SOLID LEADS
GENERATE

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!Be An Achiever!

Attention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business OwnersAttention Business Owners

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Oct. 3 & Oct. 31
Copeland Towers Suite 
& Conference Center

2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Election Day is October 12

Early Voting through Oct. 5
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED
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 #
28
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3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Kenner Recreation
 from page 1

The city also saw an immediate boost in the num-
ber of kids in the three programs – an increase of more 
than 135 through September compared to the same 
period last year, and Pitfield said the city is looking for 
additional instructors to accommodate those still on 
the waiting list.

On the first day of registration for fall sports, the 
city took in about $16,000 – an amount that Pitfield 
said will pay for the approximately $4,000 in monthly 
rent and expenses at The Esplanade for the rest of the 
year.

“It’s just been a month and we don’t expect every 

month to be like this,” he said. “But we certainly be-
lieve we will more than meet our expenses over the 
long-run.”

Mayor Zahn said the move has been good for 
the kids and their parents and also for the city. And 
he pointed out another significant benefit to attract-
ing more people into the mall – a recent graduation 
ceremony attracted about 500 people.

“Look, we did this for the safety of the kids and 
everyone at Barbre,” Mayor Zahn said. “But there’s no 
doubt this is also an important economic development 
move that could really make a difference in the mall – 
and that will only help the city. Some naysayers have 
said this is a bailout, but I say it’s economic develop-
ment.”   

to take the Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) 
vouchers for seniors and WIC recipients, which expire 
at the end of November. CCFM Executive Director Kate 
Parker points out, “An important part of our mission is 
to provide a viable livelihood to farmers, fishers, ranch-
ers and other local food producers, while also increasing 
fresh food access for customers through our markets 
and accompanying programming.”

“I look forward to the city of Kenner’s Rivertown 
Farmers Market and its collaboration with the Crescent 
City Farmers Market reopening in October,” said Ken-
ner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll. The ‘new’ 
market has the potential to advance and reconnect the 
metropolitan area with Kenner’s historic produce past. 
It is just one more part to South Kenner’s Rivertown 
area that is beginning to take shape as a destination for 
the citizens of Kenner and families in our surrounding 
area. And I would suggest after shopping market goers 
visit the three restaurants in historic Rivertown – Fleur 
de Lily, Gendusa’s Italian Market and Porch and Patio 
Wine and Beer Garden.”

Located at the base of the levee at the river end 
of Williams Boulevard, the market will be a weekly hap-
pening, rain or shine, added to the roster of cultural 
and family attractions in historic Rivertown including 

Oktoberfest, the Planetarium, the Space Science Com-
plex, Heritage Park and the Rivertown Theater for the 
Performing Arts, as it also builds on the revitalization 
of the area.

More info can be found at www.cre centcityfarm-
ersmarket.org or on Facebook at @rivertownfarmers-
marketkenner.  

Farmers Market
 from page 1

Senatorial District. Current Senator Danny Martiny is 
term-limited. Gary L. Smith, Jr. won unopposed his 19th 
Senatorial District, which includes a small portion of 
Kenner. Julie Stokes chose not to run to keep her House 
seat representing District 79 and “Debbie” Villio won un-
opposed after her three challengers withdrew.

All Kenner voters will be able to elect a new Jefferson 
Parish President from a field of three candidates. Incum-
bent Joseph Lopinto, III faces two challengers in the race 
for Jefferson Parish Sheriff. Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court 
Jon Gegenheimer, Assessor Thomas Capella and Coroner 
Gerry Cvitanovich were re-elected without opposition.

All Kenner precincts will elect a new Councilman-at-
large, Division B. Most of south Kenner voters will vote for 
a new Jefferson Parish District 3 Councilman to replace 
Mark Spears, who is term-limited. Dominick Impastato 
was re-elected as Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman 
when his only opponent was disqualified.

Voters in some Kenner precincts will see the race 
for Associate Justice in the 1st Supreme Court District 
on their ballot.

The majority of Kenner precincts will pick a BESE 
District 1 board member and ten Kenner precincts will 
vote for a BESE District 2 board member.

All Kenner voters will face four constitutional 
amendments on the ballot. The following explanations 
of the amendments were found on the PAR Council’s 
website, www.parlouisiana.org. Visit PAR’s webpage for 
more information.

Amendment 1 –Offshore Goods Property Tax 
Exemption

A vote for would create a property tax exemption for 
certain goods destined for the Outer Continental Shelf. A 
vote against would continue such taxation unless ruled 
unconstitutional under the U.S. Commerce Clause.
Amendment 2 – Adds Schools to the Education 
Excellence Fund

A vote for would allow the Education Excellence 
Fund to finance three more schools and public TV. A 
vote against would keep the fund’s money limited to 
the current recipients.
Amendment 3 – Board of Tax Appeals Jurisdiction

A vote for would allow the Board of Tax Appeals to 
rule on constitutional questions. A vote against would 
continue to assign constitutional questions in tax dis-
putes only to the courts.
Amendment 4 – New Orleans Tax Exemption for 
Affordable Housing

A vote for would give New Orleans the ability to 
create a residential property tax exemption for affordable 
housing developments. A vote against would keep the cur-
rent property tax structure in New Orleans.

To find what Kenner precinct you live in, visit the 
Louisiana Secretary of State’s website, www.sos.la.gov, 
click on the “Elections and Voting” tab, click on “Vote” in 
the left column, then scroll down and click on the blue 

“voter precinct” link and follow the prompts.
To view your ballot, go to www.sos.la.gov and click on 

“Elections and Voting” and select “Get Election Information.” 
Voters can visit the Louisiana Secretary of State Voter Por-
tal at www.geauxvote.com to find important information 
about voter registration, voting and elections.  

Election
 from page 1
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First Saints regular season game - Mon., Sept. 9 
First LSU game - Sat., Aug. 31  •  First NFL regular season game - Thurs., Sept. 5

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

First Saints regular season game - Mon., Sept. 9 

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games 
on our 19 TVs. 
Not a bad seat 
in the house.

First Saints regular season game - Mon., Sept. 9 

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

First Saints regular season game - Mon., Sept. 9 

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Beer bucket specials, great for our Bloody Mary 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856
Come early on Sunday 

for our Bloody Mary 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

Cardiac coronary angiogram – a procedure that 
evaluates the blood vessels supplying the heart using 
catheters and x-ray dye.

Coronary stent placement – a procedure in which 
small metal scaffolds are placed within a blocked coro-
nary artery to keep an artery open.

Peripheral angiogram – a procedure that evalu-
ates the flow and patency of arteries in the upper and 
lower extremities; similar to a coronary angiogram.

Endovascular services – de-clot of hemodialysis 
access, vein ablations and abdominal aneurysm repairs.

Electrophysiology services – pacemaker implanta-
tion

The new cath lab at OMC-Kenner features a suite 
of comprehensive dose management tools, enabling 
physicians to continuously monitor radiation exposure 
to patients and adjust in real time during procedures. 
Following procedures, patients recover in a heart failure 
clinic area.

“At Ochsner, we are always looking for innovative 
ways to expand services to fit the growing needs of our 
community. Our talented team of providers, nurses and 
support staff are relentless about providing quality care 
to each and every patient we treat. Investing in a new 

cath lab further enhances our ability to provide high 
quality treatment options close to home for patients liv-
ing in Kenner and the River Parishes,” said Zola N’Dandu, 
M.D., interventional cardiologist and OMC-Kenner Car-
diology Section Head.

OMC-Kenner offers a continuum of care for periph-
eral artery and coronary disease. Patients are cared for 
by an interdisciplinary team that includes general cardi-
ology, interventional cardiology, limb salvage and ampu-
tation prevention. The opening of the this new cath lab 
is one of many investments Ochsner has made to expand 
cardiac care systemwide.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, one in every four deaths results from heart 
disease, making it the leading cause of death for both 
men and women. Leading risk factors for heart disease 
include high blood pressure, high cholesterol and smok-
ing. Heart disease is the leading cause of death in Louisi-
ana, which ranks fifth in the nation for the highest death 
rate from cardiovascular disease. The American Heart 
Association recommends that heart attack symptoms be 
managed in less than 90 minutes. OMC-Kenner consis-
tently outperforms the standard of care by averaging less 
than 60 minutes.

For more information about cardiology at Ochsner, 
visit www.ochsner.org/heart. To make an appointment 
with a cardiologist at OMC-Kenner, call 464-8588.  

Ochsner
 from page 1

squad, flag football, volleyball, basketball, baseball, 
cabbage ball, chess team and craft club, among oth-
ers. The school also offers a before and after school 
extended care program.

In addition to the large classrooms, the new 
school has an over-sized library, technology lab and sci-
ence lab. There are specialty classrooms for foreign lan-
guage, music and the physical education department. 
The administration wing includes a spacious welcome 
area, offices for the principal, assistant principal, full-
time guidance counselor and the curriculum coordina-
tor, as well as a large conference room and meeting 
rooms. The large cafeteria/auditorium also includes a 
stage for class presentations and drama productions. 
In addition to an outdoor covered play area, there are 
fields and a blacktop area for sporting events.

On September 5, 2019, Archbishop of New Or-
leans Gregory Aymond led a prayer service which was 
attended by faculty and students of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, parishioners of Divine Mercy Parish, 

representatives from the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
and Kenner city officials. Guest speakers at the event 
included Kathmann, former pastor of Divine Mercy 
Parish Father David Dufour, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, 
Catholic Schools Superintendent Dr. RaeNell Houston 
and Father Robert Cooper, pastor of Divine Mercy Par-
ish. Deacon Drea Capaci proclaimed the gospel at the 
prayer service.

Following the blessing, guests enjoyed a recep-
tion sponsored by the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Home 
and School Association. After the service Archbishop 
Aymond went to every classroom and blessed teachers 
and students.

For information about the school, visit the web 
site, seasschool.org, or call the office at 468-3524.    

St. Elizabeth
 from page 1

Three generations of the Naccari family are 
associated with St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School. 

In the front row are Paige Naccari Baynham, 
kindergarten teacher, with her daughter Parker, 
and Shannon Naccari Ulfers, pre-Kindergarten 
teacher, with her daughter Avery. In the back 

row are Casey Naccari, pre-Kindergarten 
teacher, and Dana Naccari, math teacher.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Curriculum Coordinator Mandi 
Pepiton at the first day of school with her son, Lane.

CITY OF KENNER
   Council Meeting Schedule

First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Third Friday of each month at 11:00 a.m.
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YOUR KIND OF PLACE  |   BConnectedOnline.com

All-you-can-eat Crab Legs now 
on the WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY DINNER BUFFET

 $3499for only

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26 
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Win a brand new 
2019 JEEP® CHEROKEE LATITUDE 

or $15,000 CASH!

25 WINNERS will be selected to 
win $250 up to $750 CASH, then at 11:15pm 

ONE WINNER will drive home in a brand 
new JEEP® or receive $15,000 CASH!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS!
Restrictions apply. Receive one entry during promotion. 10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry. Earn entries October 1 - 26. 
Check in at any kiosk starting at 5:00pm on promotion day. Jeep is a federally registered trademark owned 

by Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) US, LLC. Year, make, and model may vary.

A s a n e x c lu sive B C onn e c t e d b en ef it  for  S a pphire g u e st s  a n d 

a b ove ,  enjo y a lu x ur i ou s st a y in th e B ah am a s at  B ah a Ma r ™.

ESCAPE TO THE        AHAMAS


