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The annual “Festa Italiana” to be celebrated in April
The 21st annual “Festa Italiana” in Kenner’s historic Rivertown will be held Friday,
April 3 through Sunday, April 5, 2020 and will
include live bands, talented crafters, a historic
photo display, St. Joseph Altar, genealogical specialists and kid’s activities.
This year the musicians come from all over
starting with the headliner, New Orleans own Lena
Prima along with Vanessa Racci, Vince Chiarelli,
the WWII Museum’s Victory Belles, The Molly Ringwalds, The Chee-Weez and Bucktown All-Stars.
Delicious Italian specialties such as crab-

meat raviolis, cannolis, muffulettas, fig and seed
as a way to honor Louisiana’s
April 5 from noon to 6:00 p.m. Free
cookies and brociolone are a few dishes to be of- rich Italian culture.
parking is available. No outside food
fered by our local chefs from LaBella’s Catering,
“We invite everyone to
or drinks are allowed. There is an
Andrea’s Restaurant, Gendusa’s Italian Market, come out and be Italian for the
entrance fee for adults of $10 while
Varino’s and Ravasio’s among others.
weekend,” said Nick Congemi.
all kids 12 years of age and younger
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Jefferson Par- “We think of this as a huge famare free when accompanied by an
ish District 4 Councilman Dominick Impastato
ily reunion where everyone is a
adult. These funds go toward putK E N N E R I TA L I A N H E R I TA G E
are honorary chairmen and invite all to come
member.”
ting on the festival each year.
and enjoy the festivities. The Kenner Italian
The festival lines Williams Boulevard in RiverFor more information and entertainment
Heritage, Inc., started by former Kenner Police
town from the river to the railroad tracks. Festival
performance times, go to www.ItalianHeritageFesChief Nick Congemi, hosts the event in coopera- hours are Friday, April 3, from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., tival.com or visit the The Kenner Italian Heritage
tion with the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish
Saturday, April 4 from noon to 10:00 p.m. and Sunday, Festival page on Facebook.

Presidential primary election to be on April 4

Temporary fire station in place near airport

Kenner voters will go to the polls on April 4,
2020 for a presidential preference primary
and municipal primary election. Democrats will be able to vote for a Democratic
Presidential Nominee and, depending
on voter precinct, Democratic State
Central Committee and Democratic Parish Executive Committee. Republicans
will choose a Republican Presidential Nominee and, depending on precinct, members of the
Republican Parish Executive Committee.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Kenner Fire
Chief Terence Morris announced on February 14,
2020 that a temporary fire station was delivered to
the 300 block of Duke Drive and the trailer will be
in service until the new planned permanent fire
station is built.
Fire Station 38 on Loyola Drive was demolished over the summer as part of the plan by the
state to widen Loyola in advance of the opening of
the new $1.3 billion Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International North Terminal.
This full-sized temporary facility – with three
bedrooms and two bathrooms – will house the full
complement of firefighters assigned to Station 38.
In addition, there are two large containers, complete with air-conditioning and heating, on site to
house all fire gear and personal gear for the firefighters.

SEE SAMPLE BALLOT ON PAGE 18
The polls open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.
The deadline to register to vote in person or
by mail is March 4. The deadline to register to vote
through the Louisiana Secretary of State’s Geaux-

Vote online registration system is March 14.
Early voting is from 8:30 a.m. until
6:00 p.m., March 21 through March
28, except Sunday, March 22. To find
early voting locations and precinct
information, visit www.sos.la.gov.
The deadline to request an
absentee by mail ballot is March 31 by
4:30 p.m. Request an absentee by mail ballot online through the Louisiana Secretary of State
Voter Portal or in writing to the Jefferson Parish
Registrar of Voters Office. The deadline for the
registrar of voters to receive a voted mail ballot is
April 3 by 4:30 p.m.
A municipal general election will be held on
May 9, 2020 and the presidential general and open
Congressional primary election is Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

Mayor Zahn and Chief Morris said the state is
paying the full cost of both the temporary station
page 18

New lounge opens at Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner demos
surgical robot for patients, employees

The Club MSY offers travelers with
any airline a space to relax, replenish
and refresh in The Big Easy through the
lounge’s signature zones.
Airport Dimensions, the awardwinning market leader in premium
shared-use lounges and local New Orleans partner, JCM Management Group,
recently announced the opening of The
Club MSY in the Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport. This is Airport Dimensions’ 24th shared-use lounge
globally that provides travelers a place to
replenish or stay productive and connected before and
between flights.
The Club MSY is designed to accommodate travelers’ individual needs by supplying them with a range
of amenities and conveniences. Complementing the
sleek and striking design of the new airport terminal
and the natural light from the concourse below, The
Club MSY features an environment that honors the
vibrant culture of New Orleans in a sophisticated and
understated manner. Throughout the lounge, unique
decorative fixtures and furnishings give a sense of place

While more novel 20 years ago, robotic surgery
is now an important tool in a surgeon’s set of skills.
Minimally invasive surgical procedures are more
precise, with smaller incisions and quicker recovery times.
Hospitals and healthcare systems are investing in robotic systems to better care for patients.
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner’s da Vinci X System is used in general, urologic and gynecological

of the region. Giving a nod to the rich history of jazz,
the bar is designed in the shape of a saxophone, welcoming guests that wish to enjoy a premium wine, beer
or signature cocktail.
In addition, an illuminated deconstructed
hand-blown crystal chandelier designed and created
uniquely for the club by local artist and fourth generation craftsman, Erikdavid Kraemer, serves as the focal
point for the space. The Club MSY also features stunning photography by award-winning photographer
page 19

Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn
welcoming the
Mardi Gras Krewe
of Isis to the city
of Kenner on
Feb. 23

surgeries. To introduce the surgical robot to patients, physicians and employees, OMC-Kenner and
Intuitive Inc., the medical device company that
manufactures the system, hosted a “Meet the Robot”
event in the hospital’s medical office building main
lobby on February 4, 2020.
Interested spectators learned more about
the robot from Intuitive representatives and, for
page 18
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Laser michael Jackson
★

To Benefit the
Kenner Food Bank

AND

NEW
TIMES!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Adventure
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Saturn Ring World

Saturdays - 12 p.m.
p.m ★ Running time: 23 minutes

Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore
Saturn and its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-aroundyou inside our dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr.
Phlox on ENTERPRISE) and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission launches the
intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the Sun, Moon, planets, space
travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information skillslearning objectives, this beautifully
produced show is a winner with Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

Symphony of the Stars
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 36 minutes

See the scores of timeless movie classics come to life in a dazzling
display of laser light and animation! Songs include selections from
The Lion King, The Wizard of Oz, The Lone Ranger, Phantom of the Opera,
Beetlejuice, Mary Poppins and more!

NEW
SHOW!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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Loius Armstrong
New Orleans
International Airport

Better, more efficient
passenger experience
Live music
40+ restaurants and shops
Fast, free Wi-Fi
In-seat charging outlets
Water bottle refilling stations

Learn more at www.flymsy.com
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Innovative heart care,
close to home.

Our team of cardiologists work
closely with each patient to develop
a customized healthcare plan that
is both targeted and effective. From
routine diagnostics to specialized
procedures, Ochsner heart specialists
are equipped to provide optimum care
in cardiovascular medicine.

Visit ochsner.org/schedule
or call 504-608-1069
180 W. Esplanade Ave.
Kenner, LA 70065
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CHICKEN SCAMPI
By foodieforone.com
INGREDIENTS
2 chicken thighs, cut into bite size bites;
2 tablespoons butter; 1 tablespoon olive oil for cooking;
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil; 1/2 head of fresh garlic, chopped;
1 teaspoon fresh rosemary, chopped; 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder;
2 pinches red pepper flakes; 2 pinches Kosher salt; 2 pinches white pepper
DIRECTIONS
Trim chicken thighs of all visible fat and chop into 24 small pieces, about the size of small shrimp
(imagine you’re dealing with 2 dozen small to medium shrimp). Place chicken pieces in a bowl.
Add 1tablespoon olive oil for cooking, salt, pepper, garlic powder and red pepper to chicken
pieces and toss. Preheat a medium size pan over medium heat. Add chicken pieces and cook for
three minutes, flip and add raw garlic and fresh rosemary.
Next, reduce temperature to low and drizzle one tablespoon of extra virgin olive oil over chicken
and toss, continuing to cook for an additional four to five minutes.
Serve your chicken scampi as a main or side dish over pasta or your favorite salad. You can even
make a po’boy or a spectacular turf and turf as we did on Valentine’s Day over a prime beef filet.
Do it your way and enjoy.
(Stavo’s pro tip: Take the extra time in advance of cooking to remove as much visible fat as
possible from chicken thighs while cutting into pieces. The additional effort will reward you and
bring your dish to the next level.)
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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from The Editor
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Friends of Jefferson Public Library praised as an “invaluable resource”
By Allan Katz
Over the years,
I’ve written about
some of the volunteerled, non-profit organizations that contribute significantly to the excellent quality of life we enjoy in the city of Kenner and
Jefferson Parish.
One of the best of these independent non-profits
is the Friends of the Jefferson Public Library. The
group supports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted items for all its branches through fundraising
and participating in literacy programs. This remarkable organization has raised more than $2.4 million for
the Jefferson Public Library since 1997. Their main
fundraising events are selling on Amazon, operating a
small gift shop at the East Bank Regional main library
on West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie and the twicea-year “Big Book Sales” the group holds at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner. Upcoming is the April
2 through April 5 book sale. The volunteers collect
an incredible 65,000 donated items including books,
puzzles, DVDs, CDs and records. Most items are priced
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from fifty cents to $3 so a Friends’ book sale is a shopper’s delight. Admission is free and parking is plentiful.
Each book sale nets between $35,000 and $45,000
for Jefferson Parish’s main library and its 16 branches.
“The Friends are an invaluable resource,” says Marylyn
Haddican, director of library services for the parish.
She has been with the Jefferson Library for more than
30 years and says the Friends have made a huge difference for the system. The fact is that Jefferson Parish
has one of the best library systems in the state and in
the region. The library system is funded 96% by a parish
property tax millage, which was approved and renewed
by Jefferson Parish voters in 2018 for 10 years, with the
annual library system budget being close to $20 million.
But even $20 million can be stretched when you have
17 libraries to fund and 230 employees. “The Friends
help fund our unbudgeted items, such as funding our
yearly budget for children’s books, renovations to libraries, architectural fees or paving a parking lot that
needs work,” said Haddican.
Along with a new library in River Ridge, the Jefferson Parish library in north Kenner is considered
one of the gems in the system. Located at 630 West
Esplanade Avenue, it is a well-stocked treasure trove
for both adults and children. Allison Williams, the
long-time librarian for Kenner, recently retired. Her
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seem to fully enjoy their work. One of the best things
about the Friends is that they have made themselves
experts on the needs of the libraries. They are an example of volunteerism at its best.”
Friends maintain book carts at each library
branch where paperbacks are sold for $1 all year
round and sponsor all the book signings for the library.
At the main library, book donations can be made on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
and books are also accepted in drop bins onsite labeled “Friends.”
Hours for the upcoming April 2-5 big book sale
at the Pontchartrain Center are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday and noon to 5:00 p.m. on
Sunday. If you would like to learn more about the Friends,
would like to volunteer or make a donation, check out
their website at www.friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org, call
455-2665 or email friendsjpl@yahoo.com.
“We are always looking for good volunteers,” says
Phelps. “We are a very welcoming group with an excellent cause.”
I think the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish
are privileged to be served by a great organization like
the Friends of the Jefferson Public Library.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

replacement is Jonathan Pitre.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library,
founded in 1984, has a membership of 275 civic-minded
volunteers. About 40 volunteers are full-time and about
100 work at the twice-a-year book sales. One of the key
members of the Friends is Peg Phelps, treasurer of the
organization. She volunteered in 1995 and was put to
work sorting books and other items. When you have
65,000 items to organize for a book sale, a good sorter
is worth her weight in gold. Phelps, who won kudos as
a proficient sorter, recalls how she became treasurer.
“We needed a new treasurer, and as the amounts of money we were handling got rather large, it became clear
someone had to take responsibility for keeping track of
it all,” Phelps says. “No one else seemed to want the job
and I said I’d give it a try. Working on supplementing
the funding of the Jefferson library system has become
one of the joys of my life.”
In addition to the big book sales, as mentioned before, the Friends sell books on Amazon
and maintain a very nice gift shop carrying small
gift items, postcards, stationary, records and previously owned books, all at very attractive prices at
the main library in Metairie.
“All of us who work at the library really love the
Friends,” says Haddican. “They are always smiling and

Challenges at mid-point for New Orleans Mayor
LaToya Cantrell
Unfortunately, neither the mayor nor a member
By Jeff Crouere
In 2017, New
Orleans Mayor LaToya
Cantrell made history as the first female to be elected
mayor of New Orleans. She began her tenure the following year and is nearing the mid-point of her fouryear term.
At this juncture, it is a good time to reflect on her
political standing in New Orleans. Historically, New
Orleans mayors have easily won re-election. The last
incumbent mayor of New Orleans to lose re-election
was Robert Maestri in 1946. Without a major scandal,
Cantrell will be a strong favorite to win a second term.
If the election were held today, Cantrell would
likely win another term in office. A new poll by Edgewater Research, LLC shows that Cantrell has an approval rating of 53%. While it is down from her 57%
approval rating in 2018, it still reflects support from
most New Orleans voters.
Despite her poll numbers and historical advantages, the mayor does face some challenges. It was recently reported that she owes $95,000 in back taxes to
the IRS. While she claims she is working out a settlement and refuses to discuss the details of the liability,
such disclosures are never desired for any politician.
Another frustration for the mayor involves the
ongoing problems with the Hard Rock Hotel. The
building partially collapsed on October 12, 2019 and
it remains standing. The city of New Orleans is losing
millions of dollars as some businesses are negatively
impacted and portions of a major thoroughfare, Canal
Street, remain closed.
The embarrassment of the situation forced the
parent company, Hard Rock International, to send a
letter to the New Orleans community stating that “we
remain confused and frustrated at the length of time

it has taken to resolve the issue.” To make matters
even worse, the remains of two workers are still in the
building as it is still too unsafe to remove them. Lawsuits have been filed by the families of the deceased
workers among many others. Resolving the court
cases will take years and be quite expensive for all the
parties responsible for the tragedy.
Another challenge facing the mayor is the crime
problem. While the murder rate is down to historic
lows, there have been increases in other crimes, specifically automobile burglaries. The main offenders
have been juveniles, many of whom are arrested on a
regular basis only to be subsequently released.
This has been a problem the mayor has tried to
address since the early stages of her administration.
With much fanfare, on October 25, 2018, the mayor
and other political leaders opened a meditation room
at City Hall. The purpose of this “safe space” was to allow people “to reflect, even seek counsel if they need
it.” It was one of Cantrell’s anti-violence initiatives for
“youth in crisis.”
The mayor touted the center as a “holistic
approach about health and wellness,” featuring reclining chairs, essential oils and diffusers. After 16
months, it seems clear the “holistic” approach is not
working. Juvenile violence is on the upswing. It has
been particularly troublesome in Lakeview. In fact,
one recent incident forced schools and homes to be
placed on lock-down as police launched a manhunt
to find three automobile thieves who had fled from
authorities after a traffic stop.
In recent months, Lakeview residents have had
to deal with car burglaries and car windows being
smashed all too frequently. Their anger reached a
boiling point at a recent town hall meeting. A massive
crowd attended to express their disappointment at
the lack of action from City Hall.

of her administration attended the meeting. Many of
the participants believed the absence showed a lack
of respect for the Lakeview area, which sends millions of tax dollars annually to City Hall. Sadly, some
residents believe Lakeview has been ignored for many
years. As evidence, they cite the poor condition of the
neighborhood streets, which are among the worst in
New Orleans. A leading Lakeview activist Elizabeth
Schindler said that residents “want actual results, we
don’t want placation.”
In response to the Lakeview crime surge, the
Cantrell administration announced that it will create
an evening reporting center for juveniles and a supervision program with social workers. Another approach
is to unleash the police department by removing the
consent decree that is limiting proactive measures
that officers can take. According to the Orleans Parish District Attorney Leon Cannizzaro, police officers
are “not allowed to participate in chases and again
that sort of empowers…the criminal to go out and be
more brazen on the streets.”
In the second half of her term, Mayor Cantrell
will undoubtedly continue to face the crime problem
and voters will render their verdict on the success or
failure of her response to that issue and the other major ones that will impact the city.

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs
locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio
station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere,
a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries
on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.
JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.

6

MARCH 2020  KENNER STR

Government

Kenner Fire Department making substantial improvements
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
Upgrading the
Kenner Fire Department has been one of
the main priorities for
my administration and the City Council, and we have
made some significant strides since taking office in 2017.
Recently, we received temporary Station 38 – a
full-sized three-bedroom, two-bath trailer that has been
set up in the 300 block of Duke Drive. That’s the location
for the permanent replacement for Station 38, which
was demolished over the summer to allow for groundlevel airport traffic improvements on Loyola Drive.
This temporary station will be able to comfortably
house the full complement of firefighters for Station 38
and is being fully paid for by the state. Construction is
scheduled to begin later this year on the permanent station and is expected to take about one year to complete.

While some residents have been concerned how
response times might be affected due to the demolition
of Station 38, the new site is just four blocks from the
old station. Chief Terence Morris assures me that the
response times from the new location are well within
the ranges required by National Fire Protection Agency.
One reason is the proximity to the old station – just
four blocks. Another, according to Chief Morris, is the
traffic light synching system available to emergency vehicles. Fire engines headed to calls will never be stopped
by a red light. So while getting through the Loyola Drive
intersections with I-10 and Veterans Boulevard can take
a bit of time for the average motorist, fire trucks or other
first responders on an emergency call will never be
slowed by a red light.
The temporary station is great news for the Fire
Department and so is the state-of-the-art new station

– more than 9,000 square feet. Both are the result of
negotiations between my administration and the state
Department of Transportation and Development. We
look forward to construction beginning in May, assuming
no unexpected delays. And best of all, the DOTD is also
paying for the full cost of the new Station 38.
In the past year, we added new equipment – including a fire truck and new gear for firefighters – and
graduated 22 firefighters from the Fire Academy to the
department. At the same time, we beefed up training
for firefighters and we have improved the Fire Department’s outreach to our residents.
All of this hard work allowed the department to become just the 8th department in all of
Louisiana with a Class 1 rating – the highest given
by the Property Insurance Association of Louisiana. The top rating qualifies residents and business owners for a potential insurance discount.
The final decision is up to the insurance company.

Civil Service offers fair and neutral employment in Kenner
By Todd McDowell – Kenner Civil Service Director
Looking
for
a career opportunity? Did you know
the city of Kenner
is always hiring?
Working for the city offers competitive pay, great
benefits and opportunities for advancement. Plus,
you will be working close to home and have the

satisfaction of knowing your service helps Kenner keep
moving forward. Most city employees operate under the
Civil Service system, which offers certain protections.
The Kenner Civil Service system is established
by the Kenner Home Rule Charter. The Kenner Civil
Service Department was created by vote of the citizens
of Kenner, effective January 1, 2007. The department is
composed of the Civil Service Board, the Civil Service

“I’m proud to serve the city
of Kenner and to be ‘Your
Voice’ in Baton Rouge!”
- Senator Talbot

Director and departmental staff. The Civil Service
Board is an independent, five-member, unpaid citizen’s
board that performs quasi-judicial and administrative
functions related to Kenner’s merit system of public
employment. The director serves as the executive head
of the department and is appointed by the board. The
director is responsible to the board for the recommendation, and upon approval, the implementation and
administration of the merit system rules, classification
plan and pay plan applicable to the classified Service.
The Civil Service Department staff carry out the day-today functions of the department.
Civil Service is integral in ensuring fair and

We all recognize the potential dangers faced
each day by firefighters, and we are all very proud of
the hard work and dedication of the men and women
of the Fire Department.
What many people may not realize is that responding to fire calls is just one part of how firefighters make a difference in the city. In fact, fire calls
made up only seven percent of the calls the KFD responded to in 2019. Various rescues and emergency
medical service requests were responsible for nearly
40 percent of the total calls in 2019.
The Fire Department responds to all life-threatening medical calls. And, with the help of a program from
the State Fire Marshal’s office, firefighters provide and
install smoke alarms at no cost for residents.
We are fortunate to have great leadership in our
Fire Department, as well as dedicated firefighters and
staff. I promise to continue to work with the City Council,
as well as our state Legislative delegation, on any and
all opportunities to further improve the department.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
neutral employment. The intent of the system is to
eliminate political patronage and that employment decisions are merit-based. The Civil Service rules address
items such as pay, leave, evaluations and disciplinary
actions. Classified employees also have the right to appeal to the board any adverse employment actions to
test the reasonableness of such decisions.
Several exciting things are happening in Civil
Service. First, we’re currently conducting a classification and compensation study. This will ensure that our
pay plan is internally fair and equitable, and externally
competitive. The goal of the study is to ensure that the
city’s overall compensation is appropriate for the market, providing for optimal recruitment and retention of
a qualified work force.
next page

Police
Take a break for safety
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

CONTACT INFORMATION:

SENATOR M. KIRK TALBOT

Louisiana Senate District 10
9523 Jefferson Hwy. | Suite. B | River Ridge, LA 70123
Phone 736-7299 | Fax 736-7113
Email: talbotk@legis.la.gov
“This document was published at the request of Senator Talbot at a total cost of $195, paid by the Louisiana Senate under authority of the Rules of Order of the Senate.”

Kenner Business Association
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

March Luncheon

Tuesday, March 17th · 11:30am - 1:00pm

Guest Speaker - Abby Trauth
Chateau Country Club - 3600 Chateau Blvd. ~ Kenner
Contact: Judy LaBella 416-7637

Networking Night
“Roaring 20’s”

Thursday, March 26th · 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Lakes of Chateau—North
3700 Loyola Dr. ~ Kenner
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Spring break is
an exciting, yet often
dangerous time for
your high school and
college kids. No matter when or where the destination
is, your children may be in harm’s way when out on
their own with friends.
Please review the following reminders. Make
sure you go over these tips with your kids. This information will keep them safe at spring break and any
other time they are on their own.
Have them always carry a cell phone in case of
emergencies.
Ask them to give you a list of cell phone numbers
for everyone in the group traveling with him/her, as
well as phone numbers to the accommodations.
Remind them to drink in moderation if they are
of age. Explain to your younger kids that underage
drinking is not tolerated anywhere and law enforcement officers pay even closer attention to areas frequented by spring breakers.
Also, remind them to never drink and drive. If
they do drink, tell them to ride with a responsible designated driver or contact a ride-sharing company.
Recommend that they never should accept a
drink from a stranger. Often times, these drinks are

laced with dangerous drugs such as rohypnol, also
known as the date rape drug.
Advise them to lock large amounts of cash in a
hotel safe. It is safer to carry a credit card and limited
amounts of cash.
Warn them to never leave any place with a
stranger and always stay with the original group.
Tell them that should a member of their group
become intoxicated, make sure they know to never
leave them alone. If he/she passes out, they should be
forced to sleep on their side to prevent choking. If they
become severely unconscious, 9-1-1 must be called immediately.
Remind your kids of abductions in our state and
nation. Tell them to always be alert and observant of
their surroundings everywhere.
Explain to them the importance of keeping valuables in cars out-of-sight to avoid break-ins.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices and access the
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.
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Banking
Looking for yield in all the wrong places
By Guy Williams
Interest rates
continue to fall for all
types of fixed income
investments. The most
common question that we now hear about interest rates
is “When will interest rates go back up?” The short answer is we do not know but it could be a very long time.
Two big trends will continue to push interest
rates lower. The first is population growth and age.
As people get older, they naturally begin to reduce
risk in their investment portfolio. This means selling stocks and buying bonds. This purchase pressure
pushes yields or interest rates lower.
A younger growing population on the other hand
usually leads to higher interest rates since younger people tend to borrow more for houses and vehicles which
tends to push rates up. U.S. population growth is not
growing and we are aging as a country, so those factors
mean lower interest rates. When does this end? It ends

McDowell
from previous page

Secondly, we’ve updated our job application website to make applying a smoother and easier process.
Under the new system, when you apply for a job, you
will create an account with a username and password.
By creating an account, your information will be saved,
so when you apply for future jobs the process will take
much less time.
Our employees are an essential and invaluable
asset to the city of Kenner and we’re always looking

B RAND

when we begin to grow faster and have more children.
Japan is an unfortunate example of an aging
shrinking population. Japan is now entering the third
decade of low interest rates caused by low population
growth and a rapidly aging population. Their example
shows that interest rates can remain low for a very
long time.
Since rates may stay low for an extended period,
it is tempting to look for any way possible to increase
interest rates on savings. One strategy is to buy very long
maturity CDs, bonds or long maturity investment funds.
This strategy will give a slightly higher yield, but it comes
with real risk. The risk is that when rates do go back up,
and they will at some point, you will be exposed to principal loss since the long bonds will decline in value and
if you need to sell before maturity, you will lose money.
Another dangerous way to increase interest rates
is to buy risky bonds or investments. Junk bonds and
junk debt are called junk for a reason. The credit quality
of a junk bond is low and during a recession, you could
easily lose a lot of money when those bonds default.
for committed and hardworking individuals to join our
team. For career opportunities with the city of Kenner,
please click on the “Employment Opportunities” link
on the city’s webpage, call us at 466-5477 or stop by the
Civil Service Department at 1801 Williams Boulevard,
Building C during regular city business hours. Jobs
change weekly, so make sure to check back often!
Todd McDowell is Kenner’s Civil Service Department Director and can be reached at 466-5477 or civilservice@kenner.la.us. Kenner’s Civil Service Department is
located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Building C.

NEW RESIDENTIAL
ASSISTED LIVING HOME

In this very low yield environment, the same
sound long-term strategy suggested for years is
recommended – invest in good quality short to intermediate bond funds.
When purchasing certificates of deposit, it is
strongly encouraged to ladder your maturities. This
means splitting your CDs into different maturities. A
five-year CD ladder is recommended, with some CDs
maturing in one year, some in two years, some three,
etc., until the fifth year. When the one-year CDs matures,
purchase a new five-year CD. With this strategy, you will
have annual CD maturities and you will always be buying new five-year CDs. Since longer maturity CDs usually have higher yields than shorter maturity CDs, you

7

normally will pick up additional yield with this strategy.
It is tempting to stretch maturity or reduce credit
quality in order to increase yield, but both of those strategies are bad ideas. Stick to a CD ladder and short to
intermediate bond funds. You will be able to sleep well
knowing that you are not taking undue risk.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Kenner Boxing Club
Live Amateur Boxing

Saturday - March 21 - 3:00PM
We’ll be hosting a
Team from Canada
• Live DJ • Raffle • Great Food
• World Class Amateur Boxing

Weigh in 11a.m.-1p.m.
$10 Admission
8 & Under FREE
504-275-5659
2 Furman Drive
Kenner LA 70065
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Insurance
Preparing a living will and other
choices for end-of-life care
By Marie M. Clesi

On demand
when you want it.
In person
when you need it.

504-561-6124 • GULFBANK.COM
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Having a will or
trust is important to
estate planning, but do you have a living will? If you’re
like 70 percent of the population, you don’t.
While your end-of-life care may not be first and
foremost on your mind, making the tough decisions
about life-sustaining medical treatments when you’re
healthy – and documenting them in a living will – helps
to ensure that your health care wishes will be fulfilled
when you’re unable to speak for yourself.
Living will and health care power of attorney
What is a living will? A living will is a legal document that outlines your health care wishes in the event
that you become terminally ill and/or permanently incapacitated or unconscious due to injury, illness or advanced age. It lets health care providers and your family know which life-sustaining medical treatments you
want or don’t want. Each state defines the parameters
differently, so check your state law. Since a living will
cannot anticipate every possible situation, experts recommend combining your living will with a health care
power of attorney to create an advance directive, also
known as an advanced health care directive.
What is a health care power of attorney? A health
care power of attorney, or medical power of attorney, is
a legal document that grants power to another person
to make health care decisions on your behalf should you
become so ill or injured that you can’t do it for yourself.
This person is called a health care agent or health care
proxy. Make sure your health care agent is someone you
trust to advocate for you, to be available for what could
be a significant amount of time and to remain steady
during a highly emotional time.
Creating a living will or advance directive
Hire an attorney or do it yourself. An attorney
who focuses on estate planning can create an advance
directive for you and will know your state’s laws. You can
also create one on your own, but you must make sure it
meets your state’s requirements. Resources available to
you include legal document creation software, a free living will form provided by your physician, local hospital,
local senior center or state’s medical association, and
The National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization,
which allows you to download a state-specific advance
directive form.
Research your state’s requirements. No matter
how you create your advance directive, find out your

state’s requirements. You must be at least 18 years old
and of sound mind at the time you create your living will.
Depending on your state, you may also need witnesses
and/or notarization.
Determine your end-of-life care. Decide what
kind of medical treatments you want for yourself, such
as artificial respiration, palliative care or nourishment,
when you get to the end of life or become completely
incapacitated. Consider researching these health care
matters and discuss them with your physician. Once
you’ve made your decisions, write them down along
with your rationale and feelings to help your loved ones
understand your preferences, especially if it’s possible
they might disagree.
Reassess your living will as needed. Your advance directive isn’t set in stone. Change it as your perspective or situation changes due to age, decline or a
major life event, such as death, divorce or a diagnosis.
Share your health care wishes
Tell your health care agent and family. Let your
health care proxy and loved ones know of your advance
directive and your life-prolonging preferences. This way,
your health care agent will know how to act on your behalf and your family will be informed should anything
happen.
Keep your advance directive in a safe place.
Make sure your living will and health care power of
attorney are kept in a safe place that your health care
agent can access, if needed.
Make copies of your advance directive. In addition to your health care agent and family, give a copy
of your advance directive to your physician to keep on
file, as well as to your hospital, if going in for a major
procedure.
While creating a living will or advance directive
may be difficult in the short term, its long-term benefit
is peace of mind in knowing that you will be taken care
of according to your wishes...and that your loved ones
will be relieved from having to make these tough decisions for you during an emotionally stressful time.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance
Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a State Farm agent,
is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life, business and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at
117 Metairie Lawn Drive in Metairie. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s
website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm nor its
agents provide tax or legal advice.

Community
Roadway project to add easier access to
Center even more convenient for the many
Laketown Center begins Laketown
customers now visiting Planet Fitness and other existing
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Kenner District 3
Councilman Glenn Hayes announced on February 13,
2020, that work is underway on a cut-through on Joe
Yenni Boulevard just west of Williams Boulevard that
will provide increased access to the Laketown Center
shopping area. The center is located in the northwest
corner of Joe Yenni and Williams boulevards.
Mayor Zahn, Councilman Hayes and state Rep.
Debbie Villio were present for the recent groundbreaking on the project, which included Jason Mobley of
Unfolded Property Development, representing fellow
Laketown Center owners Lisa and Scott Rickert.
The owners believe the additional access will make

businesses, as well as the restaurants and retail stores
that will fill the development in the coming months.
The work is being done by Fleming Construction
and Councilman Hayes is paying for half of the $48,000
cost. The cut-through should be completed within a
month, assuming no unexpected delays. To facilitate
the construction, several lanes are closed at or near the
intersection of Joe Yenni and Williams Boulevard. That
includes one of the two left turn lanes from Williams to
Joe Yenni; the median-side, eastbound lane of Joe Yenni
closest to the work site and the median-side, westbound
lane of Joe Yenni, including the U-turn just past the Laketown Center.
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The top five benefits of residential assisted living
By Michelle Lovitt
The term “residential assisted living”
or RAL is fairly new.
Essentially, RAL is assisted living or memory care services provided in the
comfort of a residential home. RAL homes usually have
ten residents or less.
Most people relate assisted living to the large “big
box” facilities that are popping up all around us and
have never heard of, or considered a smaller, more intimate option like a RAL home for their loved one. Below
are the top five benefits of residential assisted living
homes.
Safety: RAL homes are safer than larger assisted
living facilities. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
estimates the fall risk to be 50% lower in RAL homes
than in larger facilities. Residents don’t have to walk
long distances for everyday activities since they reside
in a home as opposed to a massive facility.
Fixed Cost: Most RAL homes have a simple, allinclusive monthly rate. The cost per month for care
is fixed which means that as the care level increases,
families won’t have to spend more money. The monthly
cost at large facilities vary from month to month and
increases significantly based on level of care and amenities provided. A fixed monthly cost makes it easier for
families to budget and plan.
Individualized Care: RAL homes are able to
provide quicker and more individualized care. Large
facilities can have resident to caregiver ratios of 20:1

during the day and that ratio can double at night.
Caregivers can easily be overworked and your loved
one may have to wait a while until the caregiver has
free time to help them. RAL homes typically have
a 5:1 ratio during the day and 10:1 at night. When
your loved one needs assistance with their activities
of daily living (bathing, personal hygiene, getting
dressed and even going on walks in the neighborhood) a caregiver is always nearby to help them out
with whatever they need.
Unique Daily Activities: With a smaller group,
RAL homes provide much more personalized activities that your loved one actually enjoys instead of a
generic, repetitive schedule. The lower resident to
caregiver ratio enables RAL staff to learn more
about your loved one and what activities they like.
Examples include music therapy, aroma therapy, pet
therapy, gardening, movies and other fun activities.
This will help them stay active and stimulate their
mind on a daily basis.
Personalized Menus: RAL homes can also design
menus around what residents like to eat. As with most
quality facilities, RAL staff track special diets, restrictions and allergies. The in-house chef will spend time
with each resident to get an idea what type of foods
they enjoy and create more personalized menus. Having good quality, tasty food is one of the highest-ranking
items by residents. Additionally, your loved one won’t
have to travel all the way to the cafeteria to eat – meals
are served at the dining table.
To sum up, Residential Assisted Living is a safer,
more intimate option when it comes to assisted liv-

Health
Pain: Friend or foe
By Craig Goodwin
As the Webster
dictionary states, pain
is a localized physical
suffering associated
with bodily disorder
(as a disease or an injury) characterized by physical
discomfort (as pricking, throbbing or aching). Pain is
also described in literature as an unpleasant sensory
experience associated with actual or potential tissue
damage. Pain will usually resolve once the stimulus
producing the pain is removed, but sometimes pain
will persist after the removal of the stimulus or may
arise in the absence of any detectable stimulus. Pain
is the most common symptom of injury.
We sometimes feel we cannot get out of bed
and experience a full day of activity without some
pain, due to age and becoming less active because of
changes in our lifestyle. But pain can be helpful. Without pain, you might seriously further hurt yourself by
being unaware or you might not realize you have a
medical problem that needs treatment.
In the orthopedic field of medicine, doctors
usually deal with two types of pain – acute or chronic.
Acute pain occurs when someone breaks a bone or
tears connective tissue such as a muscle, tendon or
ligament. Chronic pain refers to pain that persists after an injury heals. Arthritis is a condition that usually
is associated with chronic pain.
How we deal with the pain we feel will be a
direct result of how our body will heal. Most acute
injuries, especially those of a moderate to severe

nature, will need medical attention and necessary
treatment that will allow the body to heal. Chronic
pain, left untreated, usually results in a more debilitating condition that affects our normal lifestyle. We
must learn how to avoid activities that cause an increase in pain. Becoming more proactive in our ability
to help our bodies recover allows us to enhance our
ability to perform daily activities with less pain.
Some critical factors in a proactive lifestyle are
diet and exercise. Achieving and maintaining a normal body weight will decrease stress on joints and allow us to perform our daily activities at a more active
level. Exercise, such as walking and stretching, allows
our bodies to become more fit, allowing for greater
range of motion in our joints that will help protect us
from further injury. Although pain is usually thought
of as a foe, it can be a friend, by letting us know we
need a change in our lifestyle in order to become
healthier in our lives.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department of
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin
is co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner
Orthopedic column.

ing. With a lower resident to caregiver ratio, your
loved one will receive more individual care, meals
and activities. They won’t have to travel long distances and won’t have a rotating staff that may not care
for them on a consistent basis.

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie.
For more information and to schedule a personal
tour of Metairie’s newest home, call 290-1717 or email
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

We support Divine Mercy
Cook Off & Car Show March 7th.
Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
909 W Esplanade Ave Suite 109
Kenner, LA 70065
504-467-3995

e d wa rdjon e s .com

Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine
Hablamos Español

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

889-2663 4921 Airline Drive

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
WILLIAM SHERMAN, MD
CHADWICK MURPHY, MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
COMMERCIAL LEASE

$3,800
Lots 13-24 Colorado Street

FOR SALE

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

$17,500
7500 Mercury Drive • Violet

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

FOR SALE

Residential •Commercial

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com
$1,250,000
13 Royal Palm Blvd. • Kenner
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Family Owned, We Shop For You!

Will your money last as long as
you do?

Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection

By Christina Sulli Wilson

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Auto
Boat
Renters

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Mardi Gras Balls Updos at Georgy’s

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

20 Pack

Ice Cold

KEG BEER o Go!

Long Neck Bottles

T

CAJUNLAND

CHECK OUT OUR

PACKAGE BEER

6.99

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud

Coors Lite

18.99

bud, bud light,
miller lite, and
coors lite

Bud Lite

We Deliver to

YOUR FLOAT!

20.99
Miller Lite

DRY ICE

1.15 lb.

COKE PRODUCTS

St. Patrick’s Day & Irish-Italian Parades!

COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE PRODUCTS

4.99

12 PACK

What do your fellow citizens fear most?
Almost half of them – 49% – are most afraid of running out of money during retirement, a higher percentage than the 44% whose chief concern is failing
health, according to a recent survey by Aegon Center
for Longevity and other groups.
What steps can you take to help ensure your
money will last as long as you do?
Here are a few suggestions:
Estimate your longevity. None of us can say for
sure how long we’ll live. However, you can make some
educated guesses based on your health and family history. And once you do have at least a ballpark figure,
you can then determine about how much money you
may need to last the rest of your lifetime. A word of
caution: It’s probably going to be more than you think.
Health care costs alone can run into the hundreds of
thousands, even with Medicare.
Determine when you’ll retire. Your retirement
age will have a big impact on how long your money
can last. The longer you work, the more you can contribute to your retirement plans, such as your IRA and
401(k). Plus, if you have health insurance through
work, you should be able to cover some of the out of
pocket health care costs you’d normally have to pay
if you’re retired.
Invest as much as you can in your retirement.
During your working years, contribute as much as
you can afford to your IRA and your 401(k) or similar
employer-sponsored retirement plan. And every time
you get a raise, try to increase the amount you put into
your employer’s plan.
Protect yourself from long-term care costs.
If you’re fortunate, you’ll never need any type of
long-term care, such as an extended stay in a nursing home or the services of a home health care

provider. Still, there are no guarantees and longterm care expenses can be big enough to threaten
your retirement savings. The average cost for a private room in a nursing home is about $100,000 per
year, while a home health aide costs about $50,000
per year, according to the insurance company Genworth. Medicare typically pays just a small portion
of these amounts, so you may want to purchase a
long-term care insurance policy that will pay for
qualified long-term care costs. Or you might consider a “hybrid” policy, which combines long-term
care protection with life insurance. So, if you never
needed long-term care, your hybrid policy would
pay a death benefit to your beneficiary, but if you
did need the care, your policy would pay benefits
toward those expenses.
Choose an appropriate withdrawal rate. During your retirement, you’ll need to withdraw money
from your IRA, 401(k) and other retirement accounts.
But you’ll want to avoid taking out too much each year,
especially during the early years of your retirement.
It’s important to establish an annual withdrawal rate
that’s appropriate for your needs, taking into account
your age, sources of income, lifestyle and other factors.
The thought of running out of money during
retirement is scary indeed – but by making smart
choices, you can go a long way toward alleviating this
fear and enjoying your life as a retiree.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can
be reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and
financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Sports
Live amateur boxing comes to Kenner in March
On Saturday, March 21, 2020 the Kenner Boxing Club is sponsoring live amateur boxing beginning with the weigh-in at 11:00 a.m. until
1:00 p.m. The event will be held at 2
Furman Drive, Kenner’s old Wentwood Gym, offering a live DJ,
raffle, food and world class
amateur boxing. Among the
teams participating is a boxing team from Canada. Admission is $10 with children
eight and under getting free
admission.
The Kenner Boxing Club is
a registered non-profit organization
with an emphasis on serving underprivileged youth in the community, offering professional boxing from beginner to pro. The program
is open to girls and boys in the New Orleans metropolitan area. All participants can earn the privilege of competing on the Kenner Boxing Club’s
U.S.A. amateur boxing team. “Our U.S.A. boxing
team is respected as one of the top in the nation,”
said Axel Murillo, Kenner Boxing Club professional head coach.

The Kenner Boxing Club uses the discipline
and conditioning of boxing to mentor and to teach
boxers self-esteem, confidence and good
health. The program is funded by
donations and offers non-contact
boxing and strength and conditioning training classes to
adults taught by Murillo, a
coach with 16 years of experience. Murillo has worked
with world champion boxers in Las Vegas, has worked
at Mackie Shilstone’s Fitness
Principle at East Jefferson Hospital and has been the strength coach
for light heavyweight world champion,
Chad Dawson and many more.
Adult boxing classes are offered for $80 per
month, $15 per class or $35 a week. All proceeds
are used to fund the Kenner Boxing Club for travel,
uniforms and equipment and other necessary expenses to maintain the program.
For more information about the live boxing
event or the adult classes, call Murillo at 275-5659
or visit https://kennerboxingclub.com.
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Families play vital role in student success on standardized tests
By Cade Brumley, Ph.D.– Jefferson Parish School
System Superintendent
It feels like just
yesterday we were
welcoming kids back
to school. Blink, and now it’s almost springtime in Jefferson Parish. Spring in Southeast Louisiana means
leftover Mardi Gras beads dangling from trees, snoball
shops opening for the season and backyard tables
decorated with steaming crawfish and all the fixings.
Springtime in Jefferson Parish Schools means
the start of testing season. Our teachers have been
hard at work getting your children ready for these
important state assessments. Along with practice
tests and online tools provided by the Louisiana Department of Education, our teachers are armed with a
top-rated curriculum that’s aligned to state standards.
In short, that means the lessons your kids are being
taught day-in and day-out are lined up with what matters most to student success.
Just like with everything else at school, though,
we need families to help kids reach their full

potential. We have kids 40 hours a week during the
school year. They are at home and in the community
the other 128. Every family member can help their
child do better in school and on state tests.
First, and most important, make sure your child
is at school every day. There is a popular quote that
80% of success is just showing up. It’s true. You can
also help your child stay focused by ensuring they get
a good night’s sleep and eat breakfast. If adults can’t
function properly without enough sleep and on an
empty stomach, imagine how that impacts a kid. Another way to help is by talking with your child about
how important it is that they do their best and about
any testing anxiety they may have.
If you have a young child in elementary school,
spend 30 minutes reading with them every night. I
can’t tell you how many studies have been done that
show the importance of a child being able to read on
grade level, especially once they are in third grade. At
that point they are no longer learning to read...they

have to be able to read in order to learn. It’s also important to help your child with their homework and
make sure they have a quiet, distraction free spot at
home to study.
Many of our schools have testing nights or family
events you can participate in together. Take advantage
of any opportunity to be involved in your child’s school.
Not only does your school need your help, but your involvement shows your child just how much their education matters.
These state tests are one of the barometers used
to determine the progress our schools are making. I
know we are headed in the right direction in Jefferson
Parish Schools. I see it when I visit classrooms and it’s

evident in our latest progress report. By taking simple
steps, you are doing more than helping us move our
district forward. You are setting your child up for success in the classroom and beyond.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the
Jefferson Parish School System, the largest and
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving around
50,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the
public school system, educated in Louisiana public schools and spending his entire career serving
children and families as a public school employee.
Follow Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

Kelly Hand
R E A LTO R ®
DRE# 0995690399

m 504.453.0531
o 504.908.7653
e kellyhand504@gmail.com
HomeSmart Realty South
145 W. Harrison Avenue, Suite B
New Orleans, Louisiana 70124

JP Schools announces early childhood
registration window and family nights
Jefferson Parish Schools is hosting a pair of
family information sessions ahead of the 20202021 early childhood application window that
will run from March 5 to April 17, 2020. This
application window includes pre-K seats in Jefferson Parish.
The first parent meeting will take place
March 2 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the East
Jefferson High School Auditorium located at
400 Phlox Street in Metairie. The second parent

meeting will be March 3 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
the JP Schools Administration Building located
at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey. The informational sessions allow prospective families
to learn more about the application process and
speak with district representatives ahead of the
application window.
For application information and a list
of items needed to register a student, visit
jpschools.org/prek or jeffersonchild.com.

Library
Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
announce spring “Big Book Sale”
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
will conduct its semi-annual “Big Book Sale” starting Thursday, April 2 through Sunday, April 5, 2020,
at the Pontchartrain Center located at 4545 Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner.
Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday
through Saturday and noon until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.
As one of the largest book sales in the New
Orleans area, more than 65,000 used items, including gently used adult and children’s books, puzzles,
DVDs, CDs and records, most priced from fifty
cents to $3.
Three books will be auctioned at the sale. The
first is a copy of “The Baseball Book” by Sports Illustrated, a celebration of more than 100 years of
America’s national pastime. Also to be auctioned is
a copy of “Marsh Mission,” a collaboration between
local photographer C.C. Lockwood and painter
Rhea Gary, which captures this endangered natural
resource. The third book, “Atlas of the Civil War” by
Stephen Hyslop, contains many rare period maps
that trace the battles of the Civil War. Included are
battlefield sketches, paintings and artifacts.
Another feature at the spring sale in the col-

lectibles area will be binders of “First Day Issue
United States Stamps with Proof Replicas” in 22
karat gold protected in a plastic case with an information card detailing each stamp from the Postal
Commemorative Society.
Payment can be made by cash and major
credit cards but checks are no longer accepted.
Admission is free and parking is plentiful.
All proceeds from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish Libraries. Note that for security reasons
the Pontchartrain Center management has instituted a mandatory bag check upon entry to the sale.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is
an independent, nonprofit organization that supports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted
items for all its branches through fundraising and
participating in literacy programs. Since 1997,
the organization has donated over $2.4 million to
the library system. For more information call the
Friends of the Jefferson Public Library at 455-2665,
visit http://friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org, email at
friendsjpl@yahoo.com or follow the organization
on Facebook.

Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

I MAKE
R E A L E STAT E
R E A LT Y

S O U T H

Easy

F O R YO U !

GOT GOLD
or SILVER
SILVER?
?
WE PAY
CASH!!
PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100,000.00 - $10,000.00
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com
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Entertainment

FREE ESTIMATES

Crawfish is back at Treasure
B Connected Points. And we all get 100X the deliChest
ciousness now that crawfish is back on the buffet!

Cell 432-3548

By Rodney Miller

Hurricane season
is here! All trees should
be trimmed for safety!

No job too big or too small!
Tree trimming & removal
Fencing
Stump grinding

Construction
Hedging
All landscape needs

Dirt spreading

MCKENZIE’S TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned
Fully Insured

456-1300

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

First of all, let
us get this out of the
way: Crawfish is back on the buffet here at Treasure
Chest. More on that, later. This March, your Treasure Chest Casino is bringing you some seriously
huge ways to win. Of course, everybody feels like a
winner with crawfish back on the buffet. Did I mention that crawfish is back on the buffet?
No? More on that, later.
This March
kicks off three
months of grand, luxurious prizes and experiences with our Dream
Big B Connected Giveaway!
Each month, a different
dream comes true with March bringing you gifts
from some of your favorite luxury brands. April is
all about dream getaways and May is all about cold,
hard cash! Join us Saturdays this March from 7:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. where you could win your choice
of luxury gifts from Tumi, Apple or Sony. Each
week, starting at 7:00 p.m., one winner every thirty
minutes will be selected to instantly win $500 B
Rewards. Then, at 10:00 p.m., three winners will be
selected to receive their choice of luxury gift sets!
And don’t forget to play Sundays and Mondays to
earn 10 times the entries to increase your chances.
It really is a dream come true. Kind of like crawfish
being back on the buffet. More on that later.
Speaking of multipliers and clumsy segues,
join us Tuesdays this March for our Tierrific Tuesday
Multiplier! Every Tuesday in March from 10:00 a.m.
to 10:00 p.m., you can earn a B Connected Point multiplier based on your B Connected tier level. Simply
swipe your B Connected card at any kiosk between
10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. to receive your multiplier.
Sapphire members earn 7X up to 35X B Connected
Points; Emerald members earn 10X up to 40X B
Connected Points; Onyx members earn 15X up to
45X points; Titanium members earn 20X up to 50X

But more on that later.
Keep the winning going into your Wednesdays
with our “Big Wheel Spin Wednesday Kiosk Bonus!”
Every Wednesday this March from 10:00 a.m. to
11:00 p.m., you’ll receive a B Rewards bonus! Check
your mailbox to see if you qualify for free, or simply
earn 100 Tier Credits each Wednesday to swipe and
win up to $1,000 B Rewards!
Now onto the crawfish! You’re probably worried that having crawfish on the
buffet means that
we’re ending our
Crab-Tastic Seafood Night. Don’t
worry. We’re still
doing our Crab-Tastic Seafood Night.
Now you’re probably
worried that this means that since Crab-Tastic Buffet happens on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays,
the crawfish nights are going to be in a bad time
slot. Don’t worry, friends. Our crawfish nights and
our crab leg nights are all on the same night! We’ve
just added crawfish to our already incredible CrabTastic Seafood Night! Now you’re probably worried
that we’re increasing the price on you. Nope! It’s still
just $34.99! Could this possibly be the best seafood
night in town? Yes, it can!
All that incredible food and ways to win, plus
free live music Fridays and Saturdays all right here
at your Treasure Chest Casino. As always, we look
forward to serving you this month. We’ll see you on
the lake!
Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected
member. Membership is free and rules and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com
or call 443-8000..

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s
showroom during March
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for
more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Sun., March 1
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Fri., March 13
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Joey Thomas Band

Sun., March 22
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Fri., March 6
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Kurt Brunus Project

Sat., March 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Wiseguys

Fri., March 27
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Sat., March 7
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Sun., March 15
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Sat., March 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band

Sun., March 8
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Fri., March 20
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Starz

Sun., March 29
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Sat., March 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
MoJeaux

Law
Tax implications of certain legal
settlements and judgments

KENNER STR  MARCH 2020

Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
After months, or
sometimes even years of
insurance adjusters, attorneys and courtrooms, you finally settle your lawsuit
or get a monetary judgment in your favor. The money
you deserve is finally coming your way. However, don’t
start celebrating too much just yet, because you may
have forgotten one invitee to the party – the IRS.
If you receive money from a judgment or settlement, you may have to pay taxes on that money, depending on the circumstances of the matter, the basis
of the damages and the types of damages upon which
the monetary award was given. As typically the case
with taxes, the possible tax implications of your award
can be confusing to sort out but need to be addressed
especially when you receive large amounts of money.
Whether recovery is because of a jury award, judgment or an out of court settlement (even in the early
stages of a claim prior to filing a lawsuit), the same tax
rules will apply. This means it’s vital, especially in larger
claims, that you seek advice from a lawyer or tax professional or both so that your case can be set up initially to
minimize the future tax liability.
After you collect a settlement or judgment, the
IRS typically regards that money as income and taxes
it accordingly. However, every rule has exceptions. Most
notably, the IRS does not tax awards for personal injury
cases, as long as the injury or sickness is physical in
nature. The IRS does not specifically define physical
injury, but calls it “observable bodily harm.” Although
a recovery for personal physical injury is tax-free, any
legal interest or punitive damages (monetary awards
intended to punish or make an example out of a defendant) awarded will always be considered taxable income, regardless of the nature of the underlying matter.

In contrast with physical personal injury, damages received on account of non-physical injury or
sickness, such as defamation, discrimination, injury
to reputation and emotional distress (not caused by
physical injury) just to name a few, are not excludable
from taxable income.
Although it may be obvious, any damages awarded in otherwise taxable categories such as lost wages,
back pay, lost profits, breach of contract, interference
with business operations or copyright infringement are
generally taxable as ordinary income.
Nearly every piece of litigation, other than cases
involving strictly physical injuries, will eventually
sprout tax issues on some level. Although it is tempting to just bring your dispute to a conclusion, collect
your money and let the tax chips fall where they may,
that is a mistake. Ideally at the beginning of your case,
but especially before you resolve your case and sign
any settlement agreements, it is wise to consider the
tax aspects. Proper planning of case strategies from the
beginning and utilizing the right language in lawsuits
and closing documents can likely save you money when
the IRS comes knocking.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal and/or tax advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
SPRING SPECIAL

Replace your worn out roof or fence!

FREE ESTIMATES

John Hollander

Gary Hollander

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

Community

Duck sculpture re-installed on Power Boulevard
In September 2019, a vehicle was run off the
road on Power Boulevard and collided with the popular “Duck Crossing” sculpture located on the median. The ducks had to be removed to be repaired.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced on Feb. 18,
2020, that the sculpture, created by Frank Ledbetter and donated to the city by Henry and Pat Shane,
had been reinstalled.

Divine Mercy Parish Men’s Club to host
“Tailgate Cookoff and Car Show”
The Divine Mercy Parish Men’s Club is having
their annual “Tailgate Cookoff and Car Show” on Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 11:00 am until 4:00 pm. The
event will feature great food, classic cars with entertainment from local cover band, Refried Confuzion.
Cookoff Cajun and tailgate food samplings start
at noon. Entry tickets are $12, cash only, with kids 12
and under admitted free. Over 150 cars from all over
the Gulf Coast will be on display.
Divine Mercy is located at 4337 Sal Lentini Parkway in Kenner.
Sponsors include Guffey Insurance Services,
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Jefferson Parish District 4

Councilman Dominick Impastato, CADA Insurance,
District 79 State Representative Debbie Villio, Kenner District 4 Councilman George Branigan, Arita
Bohannan, Danny Riehm Employee Benefits, Leon
G. Shingledecker Podiatrist and Wound Care, New Orleans Lighting Associates LLC, Rivertown Law Center,
JOGA Development LLC, Wendy Hinyub from Keller
Williams, Pyramid Cleaning and Restoration, Stacey
and Paul Schott, 1st Audio and Video and Chabert
Insurance Agency of Kenner.
For more information email Kevin Guffey at
kevin@guffeyinsurance.net.

METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd • (504) 293-2490
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Kenner School Spotlight:
BONNABEL MAGNET ACADEMY HIGH
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High is a
comprehensive high school that offers a wide
range of college and career courses in areas that
meet the needs of all students. Students graduate
as productive citizens ready to enter the next
chapter of life – whether college or career. This is
made possible through the collaborative efforts
of all stakeholders: administrators, teachers,
staff, parents, students, and community leaders.

Health
Colon cancer prevention: It’s
time to take a look
By Kevin Cowley, M.D.

Students work together to solve problems. Teachers provide students the freedom to drive
instruction. All stakeholders participate in discussions about what students need to know:
assessing student learning, analyzing student performance data, and brainstorming ways to
provide intervention and enrichment opportunities for students. The school culture creates an
environment where everyone feels supported and respected. Everyone works towards helping
young people reach higher levels of achievement.
Adam Lanford is the principal of
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High. The
school is represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board member Billy
North. Bonnabel Magnet Academy High
is located at 2801 Bruin Drive in Kenner.
For more information, call 504-4434564 or visit jpschools.org/bonnanel.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary,
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,
Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the U.S., affecting
both men and women. Every year, more than 140,000
Americans are diagnosed with colorectal cancer and
more than 50,000 people die from it.
March is National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month and it’s the perfect time to put a spotlight on the
benefits of the preventative colorectal cancer screening
– the colonoscopy.
What is a colonoscopy?
A colonoscopy is a safe, effective procedure that
visually examines the lining of the colon and rectum
using a long, flexible, tubular instrument equipped with
a camera attached to a video monitor. It is used to diagnose colon and rectal problems, perform biopsies and
remove colorectal polyps. The procedure usually takes
less than an hour. Patients are typically sedated for this
procedure, so you will be asleep and comfortable during
the colonoscopy.
Who should have a colonoscopy?
It is recommended that patients who are at average risk begin screening colonoscopies at the age of 50
(or age 45 for African Americans). If there is a family history of colorectal cancer or concerning symptoms, it may
be advised by your doctor to have a colonoscopy sooner.
Based on any findings during your colonoscopy (such as
polyps), then a recommendation of when to repeat the
test will be made, usually between three to 10 years.
How do I prepare for a colonoscopy?
Prepping for a colonoscopy is said to be more of a

challenge than the actual test. Prepping requires that
the colon is completely cleaned out of stool. A clean colon is essential to the test as it gives the doctor performing the colonoscopy a clear view of the intestinal wall.
Before your exam, your doctor will give you the steps
for cleansing your bowel that typically includes a clear
liquid diet the day before and taking laxatives and liquid
prep the night before to help cleanse the colon. You may
also be asked to stop taking medications such as blood
thinners before the day of your procedure.
What are the benefits of a colonoscopy?
Colonoscopy is not just a cancer detection test, but
it is a cancer prevention test. With a colonoscopy, it’s
possible to detect and remove polyps. We know that colon polyps, if not removed, can turn into cancer. The benefit of a colonoscopy as a screening tool is that we can
remove these polyps, which typically will not be causing
any symptoms, before they progress to colon cancer.
Many other disorders of the colon may also be identified,
including diverticular and inflammatory bowel disease.
Is it time for your colonoscopy? A gastroenterologist can discuss your history and risk factors and order
the necessary tests. Schedule an appointment today!
Dr. Kevin Cowley, a board-certified gastroenterologist, born and raised in the New Orleans area, received his
undergraduate degree from LSU and obtained his medical
degree at Louisiana State University Health Sciences CenterShreveport. Following medical school, Dr. Cowley completed
his internship and residency in internal medicine at UAB
in Birmingham, Alabama and completed his fellowship
training in gastroenterology at Ochsner Medical Center. To
schedule an appointment with Dr. Cowley at Ochsner Health
Center-Kenner, located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue, call
464-8506 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.

Sports

KENNER STR  MARCH 2020

15

Brees return appropriate, welcome
By Ken Trahan
he deed is done. It
is no surprise. It is welcome.
Drew Brees will return for at least another season to play his 20th season in
the NFL and his 15th with the New Orleans Saints.
It has been amazing to watch Brees and to appreciate his brilliance.
Almost as amazing is to listen to and read some of
the criticism of Brees on some fronts over the past few
months. It is as though observers have short-term memories or have simply ignored what has transpired.
Since joining the Saints in 2006, Brees leads all
NFL quarterbacks in touchdowns and 300-yard passing
games. Brees also holds league records for career pass
completions (6,867), career completion percentage
(67.6%), career passing yards (77,416) and career touchdown passes (547). He holds the record for most consecutive games with a touchdown pass (54) and is tied for the
most touchdown passes in a game (7).
Brees has led the NFL in passing yards seven times
and topped the league in completions in six seasons.
Brees has led the league in average yards passing per
game six times and in completion percentage five times
and led the NFL in touchdown passes a record-tying four
times. Brees has topped the NFL in Quarterback Rating
twice. He has made the Pro Bowl 13 times.
Brees led the Saints to a Super Bowl XLIV championship, earning Most Valuable Player honors in a brilliant
performance in a 31-17 win over Indianapolis.
Brees also set the NFL record for completion percentage in a game, going an amazing 29-of-30 (96.7%)
while throwing for 307 yards and four touchdowns in a
34-7 victory over Indianapolis at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.
For scoffers, the issues are obvious.
Brees is 41. Brees has lost his fastball. Brees is
declining. The Saints have not gotten to the Super Bowl
with a good team in each of the last three years. Brees
costs a ton of money which hurts the salary cap.
All of those are issues worthy of consideration.
Brees is aging but he is aging gracefully and quite
well. He is still incredibly sharp, one of the two smartest
quarterbacks in the league (see Tom Brady) and he remains deadly accurate.
As for his fastball, he never really had one.
What he has lost a bit is his ability to drive the ball
down the field, particularly the deep ball but his timing
throws can make up for much of that.
Additionally, the Saints have lacked a real deep
threat, outside of Ted Ginn Jr., anyway. Ginn is in decline
as well and not nearly the threat he once was in his prime.
The Saints falling short of the Super Bowl is true.
How much of that is on Brees?
The Minnesota Miracle had nothing to do with
Brees, who rallied the Saints from way down to take the
lead late in a game they should have won.

The Nola No-Call had nothing to do with Brees
against the Los Angeles Rams. The interception in overtime came when a block was missed, Brees was hit and
the ball popped up in the air and was picked off. That was
certainly not the fault of Brees.
The Vikings game this past season saw Brees put
up acceptable numbers but he did not play well enough.
Of course, his receivers were complicit in that but most
of all, the offensive line getting whipped was a bigger part
of the failure to advance.
As for the cost of Brees, that is to be determined.
Elite players deserve to be paid at elite levels. It is the job of
Mickey Loomis to manage the salary structure of his team.
Then, there is this.
The three highest completion percentage seasons
in Brees’ career have come in his last three seasons, at
the ages of 38, 39 and 40. He turned 41 last month.
Despite missing five games last season and playing
with a thumb injury which had to impact his throwing
ability and velocity, Brees guided the Saints to an 8-3 record, completed 74.3 percent of his passes and threw 27
touchdown passes with just four interceptions. His Quarterback Rating of 116.3 was superb, second in the league
behind Ryan Tannehill (117.5).
Simply put, he is still an elite NFL quarterback and
playing at a high level.
Surely, his skills will diminish, at some point, but
we have not seen that yet, not to any measurable dynamic.
Brees is universally respected by his teammates
and is joined at the hip with Sean Payton and Pete Carmichael. Brees is an extension of those coaches on the
field, essentially another coach on the field. No one, other
than Brady, can manipulate a defense more at the line-ofscrimmage with his eyes and with his changing of plays.
It will be sad to see Teddy Bridgewater depart.
Bridgewater was widely popular and earned the
love and respect he received by doing an excellent job
when Brees went down. Bridgewater overcame a horrific
knee injury in 2016 which nearly ended his career. He
worked his tail off to return.
Bridgewater guided the Saints to a 5-0 record while
completing 67.9 percent of his passes with nine touchdown passes and just two interceptions. His Quarterback
Rating was 99.1, quite good.
Bridgewater is 27 and deserves a chance to start.
As reported by Jeremy Fowler of ESPN, he will have
multiple suitors who are willing to pony up and pay him
handsomely at a price the New Orleans Saints cannot afford for a reserve quarterback.
Timing is everything.
This was simply not Teddy’s time in New Orleans,
not with a Hall of Fame quarterback, truly one of the
greatest quarterbacks ever, still in the fold, wanting to
play and still playing quite well.
Here is wishing Bridgewater not just the best but
the very best for an outstanding career.
As for Taysom Hill, I believe the national reports
that the Saints and Payton are enamored of his ability as

Community

IRS tax forms available at all Jefferson Parish
libraries, state and other IRS available electronically
The Jefferson Parish Library will be distributing the
IRS 1040 tax forms and instruction booklets at all Jefferson Parish libraries this tax season. Citizens may request
tax forms, additional schedules and instruction booklets
from the IRS by calling the IRS toll-free at 1-800-829-3676,
order tax products free of charge to be delivered by mail
from the IRS website at www.irs.gov/forms-instructions
or downloading, reviewing and printing forms from the
IRS website at www.irs.gov/forms.
Louisiana Resident and Non-Resident tax forms
and booklets are not available for pick up in libraries. Tax-

payers may request Louisiana Resident and Non-Resident
tax forms and booklets by calling the Louisiana Department of Revenue toll free at 1-888-829-3071 (option 6)
to order tax booklets or by visiting the Louisiana Department of Revenue website at www.revenue.louisiana.gov/
taxforms to print forms or file taxes.
Links to the IRS and Louisiana Department of
Revenue websites, along with listings of library branch
locations, are available on the Jefferson Parish Library’s
website at www.jplibrary.net. For more information, contact Irene Lunkin at 838-1125.

a quarterback. I believe the reports which state that Hill
will play a larger role and get more snaps at quarterback
in 2020.
With Brees in the fold, there is the comfort level
of utilizing Hill in more of those “specialty” situations at
quarterback, giving him more experience and giving his
coaching staff a larger sample size to analyze whether
Hill can be the man in 2021 or 2022 for the Saints.
Yes, Hill is 30. Yes, he has only completed 6-of-13
passes for 119 yards with an interception in a very small
audition as an NFL quarterback. Yes, questions remain
about his decision making and accuracy.
Still, with the amazing athletic ability and good
arm, Hill is intriguing. He wants to play quarterback in
the NFL and soon.
Hill did say after he saw Brees state that he was
returning that he welcomed Brees back as a teammate,
saying he learns so much from Brees.
With the trend of the league going toward mobile
quarterbacks who can extend plays and make first downs
and score touchdowns with their legs as well as their
arms, it makes sense.
The safety net is obvious.
If you do not like what you see of Hill as a quarterback, you invest in one at the top of the draft, either in
2021 or 2022, if not sooner.
Yes, it is a calculated gamble.
Bridgewater is a good game manager, a solid player
who is accurate enough. He has been a starting quarterback for a playoff team in Minnesota and helped the
Saints make the playoffs a year ago. He can start and succeed in this league.
If Brees was retiring or was not here, Bridgewater
would remain. That is almost a no-brainer but it also a
no-brainer that you bring Brees back.
That said, the sample size for Bridgewater was just
five games, though it was five real games. Teams would
have adjusted to Bridgewater and his style of play, though
he may still have done a solid job.
The Saints likely view Bridgewater as a solid game
manager with a capped ceiling and likely view Hill as a
potential game changer with a potential high ceiling.
Then again, he could hit the floor.
Hill, in the eyes of those running the show, has a
chance to be an elite play-maker, drawing comparisons to
the likes of league MVP’s Lamar Jackson and Patrick Mahomes, along with others like Russell Wilson, Deshaun
Watson, Kyler Murray and Josh Allen, all dual threat
quarterbacks.

Brees stated in his Instagram post that he was returning and that “the reward at the end will be worth it.”
That is the final reason that the return of Brees is
both right and good.
If the New Orleans Saints were a below average
team, Brees likely would have retired, having stated that
he would not play for another NFL team.
If the New Orleans Saints were an average, mediocre team, Brees may have retired.
The New Orleans Saints are none of the above.
They remain a top-shelf NFL team, a true contender, likely only behind the 49ers in the NFC in terms
of favorites for Super Bowl LV in Tampa on Feb. 7, 2021.
Playing at a high level, playing for a true contender,
playing for coaching staff at a total comfort level, playing
with the likes of Michael Thomas, Alvin Kamara, Jared
Cook, Ryan Ramczyk and Terron Armstead is appealing,
too appealing to walk away.
Now, Loomis, Jeff Ireland and Payton have to find
another legitimate weapon for Brees and to improve its
defense a tad to give the Saints to get over the top. We
have seen how Brady looks without weapons at the age
of 42 and it was not a pretty picture with a Quarterback
Rating of 88.0.
With Brees playing the way he has played, the
Saints can make another Super Bowl.
It can happen, thanks to the presence of No. 9 in
black and gold.
Welcome back, Drew! It is great to have an opportunity to see you continue to do what you do so well.
Now, it is time to put the cherry on top of the
whipped cream of an incredibly sweet career. It would
have been nuts not to want him back.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts sports talk
shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep
Report” on Friday nights during the football season and
“The Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday
mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the
general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and does morning
sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the New
Orleans area. Trahan serves as the president of Joyful
Noise Ministries, works with Life Resources Ministries
and is president and emcee of the Greater New Orleans
Quarterback Club..

PRESENT AD FOR
FREE E-FILE
& $30 OFF
FEDERAL & STATE
Income Tax Return Preparations
Affordable Rates • Student & Senior Discounts Available

MAXIMUM REFUND GUARANTEED
PERSONAL • BUSINESS

Professional • Reliable • Over 25+ Years Experience
Big or Small – We handle them all!
Convenient day, evening & weekend hours available

TAX AUTHORITY

9031 Airline Drive, Ste D, Metairie • 867 Terry Parkway, Ste 4, Terrytown

402-7415
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Health

Obstructive sleep apnea common and treatable
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Many people have never heard of
sleep disorders. It is estimated that over
20 million adults in the U.S. alone suffer
from obstructive sleep apnea and roughly
80 percent of those afflicted go untreated. The truth is that sleep disorders today are very common, can be serious and 95 percent are under
diagnosed. Continuous research has shown that having less than six
hours of sleep each night, an irregular sleep schedule or poor sleep is
associated with many health risks.
Obstructive sleep apnea is the most common form of sleep apnea. Apnea literally translates as “cessation of breathing” which means that during
sleep your breathing stops periodically during the night for a few seconds.
These lapses in breathing can occur for up to ten seconds or more and can
happen up to hundreds of times a night in severe cases. When this happens,
you may snore loudly or making choking noises as you try to breathe. Your
brain and body become oxygen deprived and you may wake up. When you
wake up in the morning you feel tired or not refreshed even though you just
had a full night of sleep. During the day you can feel fatigued, have difficulty
concentrating or may even fall asleep unintentionally. This is all because
your body is waking up numerous times throughout the night even though
you might not be conscious of each awakening.
Who is at risk? Anyone can have sleep apnea regardless of gender, age
or body type. Sleep apnea increases the risk for hypertension, heart attack,
stroke or even sudden death.
Here are some common symptoms to look for to know when should you
contact a doctor or sleep specialist about obstructive sleep apnea?
If your snoring is loud enough that it disturbs your bed partner’s
sleep during the night.
If you often wake from sleep because of shortness of breath or difficulty breathing comfortably.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent

117 Metairie Lawn Drive
Metairie, LA
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

If you have regular intermittent pauses in your breathing during
sleep.
If you have chronic morning headaches.
If you feel excessively sleepy during the day or often fall asleep at
inappropriate times.
Be prepared for your OSA doctor’s appointment
Once you schedule an appointment with a sleep specialist, you should
begin keeping a “sleep journal” for about two weeks prior to your visit. In
that journal, you should document your nightly sleeping habits and behaviors and write down things such as what time you went to bed, what time you
woke up, how often you woke up in the middle of the night, how rested and
alert you felt the following day or how sleepy you felt the next day.
You may want to ask your bed partner for input regarding your sleeping habits and they may have noticed some of the nocturnal activities that
you may not have been aware of.
If you’re aware of any family history of OSA, make sure to mention it to
your doctor as OSA can be hereditary.
Try to remember and figure out when your symptoms began. Did your
symptoms increase or begin as you aged? Did your symptoms increase as
you gained weight or stopped exercising?
Three simple ways of diagnosing obstructive sleep apnea syndrome
Physical examination
The doctor may administer a simple check of your mouth, throat and
neck to determine if you have OSA. The doctor is looking for abnormalities
or excessive fatty tissue of the uvula, tongue and large tonsils and adenoids
especially in children.
Polysomnography (PSG)
If your doctor believes you may have moderate to severe obstructive
sleep apnea, he will probably refer you to have a sleep study done. You
will spend the night at a sleep clinic where you will be hooked up to a

diagnostic machine that measures and records your heart, lung and brain
activity, breathing patterns, arm and leg movements, body positions and
blood oxygen levels while you sleep. These tests are painless and
noninvasive and generally take six hours to complete.
Home sleep apnea test (HSAT)
This option is available for you to sleep in the comfort of your own
bed while undergoing the evaluation. While not as in-depth of a study as a
PSG, an HSAT monitors airflow, respiratory effort, breathing patterns, blood
oxygen level and even body movements.
Methods of treatment of obstructive sleep apnea
Methods include lifestyle modifications including diet and exercise, cutting back on alcohol, quitting smoking, sleeping on your side,
common positive airway pressure (PAP), oral appliances and surgeries
for obstructive sleep apnea.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist and board certified sleep medicine
physician who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director
at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams
Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accredited by
the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is
board certified in family medicine and sleep medicine by the American Board of Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/
adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an
appointment, call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Real Estate
Does “aging in place” make the most sense?
By Kelly S. Hand
A desire among many seniors is to
“age in place.” According to the Senior Resource Guide, the term means, “…that you
will be remaining in your own home for the
later years of your life; not moving into a smaller home, assisted living or a
retirement community etcetera.”
There is no doubt about it – there’s a comfort in staying in a home
you’ve lived in for many years instead of moving to a totally new or unfamiliar
environment. There is, however, new information that suggests this might
not be the best option for everyone. The familiarity of your current home is
the pro of aging in place, but the potential financial drawbacks to remodeling or renovating might actually be more costly than the long-term benefits.
A recent report from the Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard
University (JCHS) titled Housing America’s Older Adults explained, “Given
their high homeownership rates, most older adults live in single-family
homes. Of the 24 million homeowners age 65 and over, fully 80 percent lived
in detached single-family units.The majority of these homes are now at least
40 years old and therefore may present maintenance challenges for their
owners.”
If you’re in this spot, 40 years ago you may have had a growing family.
For that reason, you probably purchased a four-bedroom Colonial on a large
piece of property in a child-friendly neighborhood. It was a great choice for
your family and you still love that home.
Today, your kids are likely grown and moved out, so you don’t need
all of those bedrooms. Yard upkeep is probably very time consuming, too.
You might be thinking about taking some equity out of your house and converting one of your bedrooms into a massive master bathroom and maybe
another room into an open-space reading nook. You might also be thinking
about cutting back on lawn maintenance by installing a pool surrounded by
beautiful paving stones.

It all sounds wonderful, doesn’t it? For the short term, you may really
enjoy the new upgrades, but you’ll still have to climb those stairs, pay to heat
and cool a home that’s larger than what you need and continue fixing all the
things that start to go wrong with a 40-year-old home.
Recently, in their “Retirement Report,” Kiplinger addressed the point,
“Renovations are just a part of what you need to make aging in place work
for you. While it’s typically less expensive to remain in your home than to pay
for assisted living, that doesn’t mean it’s a slam dunk to stay put. You’ll still
have a long to-do list. One example is you need to plan ahead for how you will
manage maintenance and care – for your home and for yourself.”
So, at some point, the time may come when you decide to sell this
house anyway. That can pose a big challenge if you’ve already taken cash value out of your home and used it to do the type of remodeling we mentioned
above. Realistically, you may have inadvertently lowered the value of your
home by doing things like reducing the number of bedrooms. The family
moving into your neighborhood is probably similar to what your family was
40 years ago. They probably have young children, need the extra bedrooms
and may be nervous about the pool.
The bottom line is before you spend the money to remodel or renovate
your current house so you can age in place, get together with a Realtor to
determine if it is truly your best option. Making a move to a smaller home in
the neighborhood might make the most sense.
Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is a realtor at
HomeSmart Realty South specializing in residential property sales and
can be reached at 453-0531 or kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office is
located at 145 Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.
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Latin American News
Do I have to file a tax return?
By Rafael E. Saddy
You may not have
to file a federal income
tax return if your income is below a certain
amount. But, you must file a tax return to claim a refundable tax credit or a refund for withheld income tax.
Even if a taxpayer isn’t required to file a tax return,
they will need to do so if they are expecting a refund. A
taxpayer could be due a refund if a taxpayer answers
“yes” to any of the following questions. Did your employer withhold federal income tax from earnings? Did you
make estimated tax payments during the year? Did you
overpay in the previous year and have it applied to the
current year’s taxes due?
After you have decided that you need to file a
tax return, you need to decide if you will file the return on your own, use free tax software programs or
enlist the help of a professional. It is important to
consider that the Internal Revenue Service income
tax code is an extensive and complicated book with
about 800 plus pages. Although income tax software
programs greatly facilitate preparing tax returns, for
many taxpayers having a local tax preparer is a fast
and reliable way to submit a tax return with the IRS
and to make sure it is accurate.
Choose a reputable tax preparer or company familiar with tax codes, tax credits and legal deductions.
You can find a trained tax preparer at the IRS’s tax preparer directory listed by zip code on their website. Certified public accountants can be checked with the state
board of certified public accountants and lawyers can
be checked with the Louisiana State Bar Association.
You should ask in advance what the fee will
be for processing your return. Do not use a tax preparer who wants your tax refund deposited in their
bank account. Make sure that your refund check is
mailed to your address or direct deposited into your
personal bank account. If the preparer offers you an
advance refund, please note this is a loan and you
should understand the payback conditions beforehand because this advance of your refund will probably cost you money. Go to IRS.gov/filing for more
information which is also available in Spanish.

The deadline to file federal taxes for most taxpayers is April 15, 2020, unless you file for an extension, and
state taxes are due May 15, 2020. If you do not file and
pay your taxes on time, you will be charged interest
and a late payment penalty. For taxpayers due a refund,
there is no penalty for filing a late return.
Community announcements
March 28 & 29 – Kenner Hispanic Fest is
presented by GALA Music and Celebración Hispana
honoring the rich and diverse Hispanic legacy in Kenner and the surrounding region. Celebrating its 10th
anniversary, the 2020 fest will be held Saturday, March
28, 2020, starting at 3:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 29,
2020, starting at 2:00 p.m. The festival will be held in
the green area of the Pontchartrain Center’s rear parking lot. International performer Eddie Herrera from the
Dominican Republic will perform. For information call
850-766-4602 or visit www.galamusic.org.
AARP Foundation – Offers free tax preparation
to taxpayers of low and moderate-income. The preparation of taxes will begin the first week of February
and end on April 15. To Find AARP tax aid locations
call 1-888-227-7669 or visit www.aarpfoundation.org/
taxhelp. In Kenner the tax aid preparation is offered at
the Pavilion in Kenner’s City Park, 3800 Loyola Drive on
Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers
various programs as well as access to information
and referrals for all sorts of issues. ESL-free English
classes for adults are offered with the cooperation of
the Adult Education Department of JPPSS. Registration will start on March. Diaper bank will be open on
Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. while supplies
last and passenger safety education and car seat
safety will be offered the second and fourth Friday
of the month. For information call 469-2570.
HCCL Foundation – located at 2200 Veterans
Boulevard in Suite 200, the organization offers various
programs. In March they are featuring a digital literacy
program. English and Spanish classes begin March 23,
2020 on Mondays through Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.
until noon. For more information and info about other
upcoming events call 305-5901.

Education

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL)
and serves on the governing board of directors of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent
to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

HAIR & SPA
Pamper yourself
or gift a service to
pamper a loved one!!
BOOK TODAY!!

Baniiz Beauty Spa
Hair-Spa-Nails

Full Service Salon (Ladies Only)

Appointment Preferred & Walk ins are Welcome
T-F-10-7 / SAT-10-8 / SUN-11-6

Please follow us @

Call us today and get
15% OFF for $100 or more
332-3190 | 905-0873
3804 Williams Blvd. • Suite J • Kenner

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

JP Schools Superintendent presents 2020
infrastructure and efficiency plan
Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade
Brumley presented the school board with a plan that
expands opportunities for kids, maintains educator jobs,
makes more efficient use of resources and stabilizes
the district’s financial future. The plan will put more
students into higher performing schools, expand school
choice for families, reduce annual spending by $16 million and allow the district to be more efficient with its
aging facilities.
Dr. Brumley shared the 2020 Infrastructure and
Efficiency Plan during the Jefferson Parish School
Board’s February meeting at Bonnabel High School.
The board requested this plan to keep the district on a
strong financial foundation, increase options for families and improve academic outcomes for students. JP
Schools improved on its state report card this year for
the first time in four years. The board will vote on the
plan March 4, 2020, at the conclusion of a public forum.
If approved, the plan would go into effect for the 20202021 school year.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs air
every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
For more information and program schedule, go to www.
kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to
the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “The hardest thing
in the world to understand is the income tax.”

The plan calls for consolidating four schools, creating five new K-8 schools, expanding student mental
health services, increasing early childhood seats, increasing Advanced Study Academy seats, enhancing
school choice options for families, improving school
transportation efficiencies, selling surplus properties,
renovating over a dozen campuses, building 13 playgrounds and upgrading technology for teachers.
The consolidations and attendance zone changes
impact around four percent of the district’s nearly
51,000 students.
“This proposal is a thoughtful, student-centered
approach to real life challenges faced in a public school
system,” said Dr. Brumley. “It sets more students up for
success while ensuring we live within the means of our
budget.”
The schools that will be impacted most significantly are as follows.
Douglass Elementary will be absorbed into
page 19
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Ochsner
from page 1

a hands-on opportunity, even try out a “surgery” of
their own. This immersive educational experience
helped visiting patients better understand a procedure that could benefit from the da Vinci X System.
Clint Schoolfield, M.D., general surgeon at
OMC-Kenner explained, “There’s a misconception
that the robot is actually doing the surgery and patients may have some hesitation, but the robot is
absolutely controlled by the surgeon, who is in complete control of the surgical instruments connected
to the robotic system.”
Dr. Schoolfield is currently performing minimally invasive general surgeries using the robot, including hernia repairs and colon resections. Other
surgeons at OMC-Kenner use it for additional soft
tissue procedures.
“Benefits of this type of robotic surgery include
less pain, quicker recovery, less scar tissue and
shorter stays in the hospital,” Dr. Schoolfield con-

tinued. “The goal is to get the patient back to their
normal level of activity as quickly as possible.”
Other advantages of robotic surgery include
smaller incisions, less blood loss and more advanced
surgical techniques with lower complications rates.
For more information about robotic surgery at
OMC-Kenner, visit www.ochsner.org/kenner.

KENNER STR  MARCH 2020

JP Schools
from page 17

Johnson Gretna Park Elementary and McDonogh 26
Elementary.
Jefferson Elementary will be consolidated with Riverdale Middle at the Riverdale Middle campus, converted
into a K-8 school and named Jefferson Elementary.
Thibodeaux Elementary will be moved to the Pitre
Elementary campus, which will be named Thibodeaux Elementary.
Washington Elementary will be absorbed into
Bunche Elementary.
Westbank Community School will move to the Douglass facility and be renamed Frederick Douglass Community School.
This plan calls for the creation of five new K-8 schools
– Dolhonde Elementary (current K-5), Harahan Elementary
(current K-5), Hazel Park Elementary (current K-5), Jefferson Elementary (current K-5) at the Riverdale Middle
(6-8) campus and Woodland West Elementary (current K-5).
The addition of five new K-8 schools will give the district
24 schools that serve students in grades kindergarten through
eighth. Last year, the board voted to add nine new K-8s for
this current school year. The district is adding K-8s to improve
academic performance, attendance and retention. District
data shows that K-8 students in sixth through eighth grades
outperform their peers in traditional middle schools and have
higher average attendance rates. The district also kept more of
its students between their fifth and sixth grade years.
“I don’t take actions like these lightly,” said Dr. Brumley. “To live up to our mission, we need all our kids attending
great schools and we need the resources to power our ambitious strategic plan.”
The district is mailing letters home to all families
who would be impacted by the attendance zone changes.
Families can view the proposed changes at jpschools.

Airport lounge
from page 1

David Spielman, captivating artwork by Ayo Scott,
unique New Orleans-inspired cuisine created by Chef
John Folse and a selection of cocktails and spirits curated by mixologist Kathy Casey.
For many, Chef John Folse needs no introduction.
Chef Folse will bring his “taste of Louisiana” to the club.
He learned early on that the secrets of Cajun cooking lay
in the unique ingredients of Louisiana’s swamp floor pantry. Chef Folse is the recent recipient of the Ella Brennan
Lifetime Achievement Award for 2019.
At over 4,700 square feet, The Club MSY offers a
variety of hospitality zones to accommodate and anticipate the needs of every traveler, whether a frequent
user of the club network or a day-pass visitor. The Club
MSY offers a variety of unique experiences throughout
six distinct zones.
A “Productivity Zone” features a desk height counter overlooking the airport concourse. Business travelers
in need of a workspace will enjoy an abundance of power
and USB outlets, and ergonomic task chairs.
A “Relax Zone” serves as a space for guests looking
to recharge during their travels. Guests can catch up on
the news or watch a sporting event on multiple monitors.
Those looking to conduct a quiet phone call or read can
take advantage of The Club’s tall “privacy” chairs.
A “Rest Zone” offers lower ambient light and
quiet area, with comfortable lounge chairs and ottomans for guests looking to kick up their feet and catch
up on a good book.
A “Replenish Zone” features an all-inclusive dining
area with banquette seating and tables, and a hot and
cold buffet. Guests can enjoy the rich, soulful tastes of
the bayou thanks to The Club’s chef partner, Chef Folse.
Indulge in local New Orleans cuisine, such as chicken
and sausage gumbo, famed spinach and artichoke dip
and the chef’s prized bread and butter pudding.
The “Bar” provides a higher energy space to serve
as the perfect setting for a Sazerac crafted with Herbsaint. Guests can enjoy the tastes of New Orleans through
artfully crafted cocktails like the “Big Easy Margarita”
along with an extensive wine and beer list. The signature

org/2020plan. Proposed attendance maps can also be
viewed at the schools impacted by the changes, the JP
Schools Administration Building at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey or the Paul Emenes Building at 822 South
Clearview Parkway in Harahan.
Certificated employees with a satisfactory evaluation
working at a closing or consolidated school will maintain
their employment, salary and benefits. Just like last year’s
school consolidations and K-8 expansion, the JP Schools Human Resources team will visit schools to meet face-to-face
with employees impacted by these changes and get their
input on where they would like to work next school year.
Jefferson Parish Schools entered this school year
with an approximate $16 million budget gap. This information was shared with the Jefferson Parish School Board
during a budget hearing in June. The gap is not due to excessive or increased spending by the district. It is also unrelated and has no impact on the funds generated from the
educator pay raise millage. The deficit was caused by the
opening of new public charter and traditional schools in JP
Schools over the past decade. Other factors in the budget
gap are increased transportation and technology costs, as
well as facilities upkeep on a system where the average
school building is 55 years old.
In an effort to limit impact in the classroom, JP
Schools announced expenditures will also be reduced
across the district, concentrated on central office. This
includes reducing around 21 central office positions, reducing central office budgets and streamlining departments
and programs.
This will be the third consecutive year that Dr. Brumley has reduced central office positions to provide additional funds for schools.
During their October 2019 meeting, the Jefferson
Parish School Board approved a second reading that asked
district leaders to develop a “2020 Infrastructure and Efficiency Plan” and present it to the board.

cocktail menu has been developed exclusively for The
Club by celebrated mixologist Kathy Casey, owner of
The Liquid Kitchen. Guests looking for non-alcoholic options can order from a selection of sodas, teas and coffee.
The Club’s “Hydration Station” offers thirst-quenching,
healthful fruit- and herb-infused waters, along with the
Vivreau Tap which provides chilled still and sparkling
water, as well as hot water for a cup of tea. Throughout
the year The Club MSY bar will feature the sounds of the
local music scene with featured guest entertainers.
A “Refresh Zone” offers four well-appointed private
restrooms, offering spa-inspired amenities, along with
shower suites featuring a “rain shower” head for guests
wishing to refresh.
“We are thrilled to celebrate the opening of The
Club MSY – another exciting amenity available to all passengers traveling through MSY regardless of airline,” said
Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation at Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. “I encourage passengers to take advantage of this relaxing space where you
can comfortably experience New Orleans cuisine and
hospitality while you wait for your flight.”
The Club MSY gives back to the environment
through the lounge’s 100% plastic-less service with the
removal of all plastic drink stirrers and straws, replacing
them with natural bamboo and compostable options. As
part of Airport Dimensions’ “Pours with a Purpose” program, a portion of all wine purchases at the club is donated to a variety of charities that help fight hunger in
the U.S., support veterans’ initiatives and raise funds to
support ovarian cancer screening.
The Club MSY opened to guests on January 30,
2020 and is located on the third level of concourse A
and is available to Priority Pass’ membership along
with LoungeKey and Lounge Club, which represents a
vast number of credit cards, banks and other financial
institutions. The lounge is also available to all travelers looking for a complete hospitality experience
through the purchase of a day pass online or at the
lounge for $40. The Club also participates in the AAA
Members Discount and Rewards Program. The lounge
is open daily from 4:30 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.
For more information, visit http://www.theclubairportlounges.com.
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Come watch
your sports at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
GENERATE

SOLID LEADS

LEARN

LEADERSHIP SKILLS

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

BE A CONFIDENT

March 5 & March 19

IMPROVE

2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

PUBLIC SPEAKER
PROFITABILITY

Copeland Towers Suite
& Conference Center

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member | eaanola.org

WE OFFER:
{ One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
{ Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.
{ Early morning
& after work
appointments
available

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

See website for bio, classes
& more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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YOUR KIND OF PLACE | BConnectedOnline.com

SATURDAYS IN MARCH

7:00pm - 10:00pm

We are starting off 3 MONTHS of great prizes with your chance to win
$500 B REWARDS and your choice of LUXURY GIFTS from TUMI, APPLE OR SONY.
Each week, starting at 7:00pm, every 30 MINUTES, 1 WINNER will be selected to instantly win $500 B REWARDS.
At 10:00pm, 3 WINNERS will win their choice of one of our LUXURY GIFT SETS!

DREAM BIG BONUS ENTRIES

Play on Sundays and Mondays in March to receive 10X ENTRIES into OUR DREAM BIG DRAWINGS!
Restrictions apply. Receive one entry during promotion. 10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry. Earn entries starting March 1. Check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm on promotion day.

Crawfish

Join us for the BEST
seafood night in town!
Enjoy all-you-can-eat Crawfish &
Crab Legs on the WEDNESDAY,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY BUFFET
for only $
99

is back!
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ADD FUN AND EXCITEMENT TO YOUR CAREER!
•
•
•

Job openings in all areas of interest
Best benefits package around
Boyd Style work culture!

Join our team and apply now at Boydcareers.com
© 2020 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064

PRESORTED

331325Fsb_TC_MARKennerStar2020_AD_10.25x11.125
2.18.20
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
KENNER, LA
PERMIT NO. 49

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

MARCH 2020
www.kennerstar.com

