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“Double Dog Dare”
is newest Kenner
sculpture

Now and
always,
your
Kenner City Council meetings return to in-person format
health is our
priority.

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

Kenner City Council meetings are held on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. and the
Friday following the third Thursday of the month
at 11:00 a.m. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, since
last spring the council meetings have been held and
viewed live via Zoom video.
Starting with the May 6, 2021 meeting, held
at the Kenner City Park Pavilion, the Kenner City
Council meeting returned to live in-person format.
The May 21 meeting was held at Heritage Hall in
Rivertown.
Mold remediation is underway in the build-

ing that houses the council chamber. The mold was
discovered after a recent roof failure. It is uncertain
when all the work will be complete. So, for the time
being, until it is safe to return to the repaired council
chambers at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn proposed rotating the meetings to various
city locations to give residents in different areas options to attend.
Agendas and dates for each meeting can be
found on the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Kristi McKinney, Councilman-at-large Tom Willmott, District 1
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Councilman Gregory Carroll, District 2 Councilman
Michael Sigur, District 3 Councilman Glenn Hayes,
District 4 Councilman George Branigan and District
5 Councilman Brian Brennan are the members of the
city council.
The Kenner City Council serves as the city’s legislative body, with the power to enact all ordinances
and resolutions. The city council is also responsible
for providing its residents with the latest and most accurate information regarding all city of Kenner business and events. The Kenner City Council is governed
by the Home Rule Charter of the city of Kenner.

If you are in need of care
our team is here for you

connected
to your
healthcare
Louis Congemi remembered as a son of KennerStay
who
loved and
was
from the comfort of your home wit
devoted to his city
By Allan Katz

A new sculpture, “Double Dog Dare,” commissioned from metal sculptor Frank Ledbetter
by Henry and Pat Shane, is his eighth sculpture
in the city of Kenner. “Double Dog Dare” was installed on May 7, 2021 on the median of Loyola
Boulevard across from Kenner City Park’s dog
park.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the dog
sculpture is a particular favorite and he was
honored to play a part in the concept for this
sculpture.
“As a dog lover, I was grateful to be asked to
provide some input and I am so impressed with
the results,” Mayor Zahn said. “I want to congratulate Frank for this incredible sculpture,
and of course, I also want to thank Henry and
Pat Shane for making “Double Dog Dare” and
so many other sculptures possible in our city.”
The sculpture, weighing 1,100 pounds, is
10 feet, 6 inches tall with a 9 feet by 7 feet base.
It is constructed of ¾” aluminum plating and
is painted with automotive paints and clearcoated.
Ledbetter created three sculptures on
Loyola Boulevard, one of which is the Kenner
“name” sculpture. Ledbetter also constructed
the tree sculpture on the corner of Joe Yenni
Drive and Williams Boulevard and three other
sculptures in the Power Boulevard sculpture
garden.
Ledbetter has a studio in Theodore, Alabama and creates both functional and decorative pieces for his clients, who have come
from all over the United States and even the
Caribbean.

Kenner lost an original and unique public
servant with the recent passing of former Kenner
Mayor and Councilman Louis Congemi. Congemi
died at the age of 72 on May 7, 2021.
Congemi served eight years as a Kenner
Councilman, eight years as a Kenner Mayor and
eight years as a Jefferson Parish Councilman. I
had the privilege as a journalist of getting to
know Congemi over a quarter century and he was
a remarkable guy who truly loved Kenner with all
his heart. Although his given name was Louis, to
me and everyone who knew him, he was always
“Louie.”
Current Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn ordered
all Kenner flags to be flown at half-staff in me-

moriam. Similarly, Jefferson Parish President
Cynthia Lee Sheng ordered all Jefferson Parish
flags to be flown at half-staff. Mayor Zahn said,
“Kenner has lost a good friend with the passing
of Louis Congemi, former mayor and District 4
Councilman who also served as District 4 Councilman in Jefferson Parish. Louis was a dedicated
public servant who helped to move the city forward and definitely will be missed.”
Congemi grew up in Hanson City, a Kenner
neighborhood in the 1950s and 60s. His parents
were Italian immigrants who had six children.
Louie loved to reminisce about his growing up years,
although he said emphatically that he did not miss
many aspects of growing up in poverty. His father
was a cobbler at a time when few Americans were
seeking shoe repairs. Their home had holes in the
walls that they stuffed with newspapers. As an adult,
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the MyOchsner patient portal.
Visit ochsner.org/myo
• Message your provider 24/7
• Request prescription refills
• Check your test results

See a provider from home
24/7 with an Ochsner
Anywhere Care virtual visit
Visit ochsner.org/anywhere

Riehm appointed city of Kenner
schools liaison

W. Esplanade
Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065
Vaccinations180help
get community
back to normal

On April 26, 2021, Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn announced that
Danny Riehm, a Kenner business
owner and active civic leader, was
appointed Kenner Schools Liaison.
Riehm, a lifelong resident
of the city, graduated from Jesuit
High School and the University
of New Orleans and is president
of Worksite Benefit Partners, a
nationally recognized employee benefits insurance agency located in
Kenner.
In this volunteer position, Riehm will work with all Kenner schools
to facilitate a free flow of information between school officials and the
city administration and create an even stronger bond between the city
and the many excellent schools within Kenner’s boundaries.
“I am honored and excited to work with Mayor Zahn and his administration to cultivate an even stronger relationship between Kenner
and the schools within our city,” Riehm said. “There is nothing more

Now that vaccinations have
opened to everyone age 12 and
older, many people are hopeful
that life will get back to normal, pre-pandemic times – or close to it. To
do that however, the population needs to reach what is called “herd immunity.”
Herd immunity is a group protection that happens when a large part
of a population becomes immune to a specific disease. The people who
are immune do not become sick if they are exposed again to the disease,
and if enough of them are immune, the risk of spreading the disease from
person-to-person lowers.
“The percentage of the population that must be immune to disease for
herd immunity to occur varies based on the disease itself and how infectious it is,” said Katherine Baumgarten, M.D., Ochsner Health. “Usually, it
is estimated that between 70% to 90% of the population must be immune
to achieve it.”
Herd immunity can be built in two ways: people who contract the
disease naturally and become immune, or by getting vaccinated.
Currently, all people ages 12 and older are eligible to receive the vaccine. While adults have been able to receive the vaccine for a couple of
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FINAL PUBLIC MEETING
Rivertown & the Esplanade Mall
Revitalization Plans
Provide your thoughts on the draft concept plans
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 @ 5:30 PM
Come see us in-person for a presentation and open house at
Heritage Hall and Heritage Park in Rivertown
Project Website:
https://bit.ly/3s3jipG

OR Use your phone or tablet’s
camera on the QR code:

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Big Bird’s
Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper,
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon
flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides.
Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his
eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and
minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

From Earth to the universe
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 31 minutes

The night sky ha s inspired awe
and been the subject of campfire stories, and ancient myths for as long as there have been
people. Take a journey of celestial discovery, from theories of the ancient Greek astronomers
to today’s grandest telescopes, as we invite you to experience From Earth to the Universe.

The cowboy astronomer
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Come roam the range and star gaze the cowboy way in this light-hearted planetarium show
narrated by cowboy humorist Baxter Black. From the depths of the countryside, free from light
pollution follow the Milky Way and star hop from Polaris to the Pleiades.

Ready Player one

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 46 minutes

Remember your
first visit to a video arcade? Your first home console experience? The first time you
heard your favorite video game theme song? Well, get ready to insert some coins,
grab some power pellets, and shoot robot space invaders! “Ready Player One” is a
celebration of our love of pixels, blips, and big red buttons set to music from, and
inspired by, video games. “Would you like to play a game?”

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care

4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

VIEW A 360 DEGREE
VIRTUAL TOUR:
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Ready for travel
whenever
you are.

Federal law requires wearing a mask
at all times in and on the airport.

FlyMSY.com/Travelready
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Armstrong Airport elated by prospects for return to normalcy, new passenger
records
By Allan Katz
For the first time
in more than a year,
there is enthusiastic optimism in the offices of Kenner’s
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation at Armstrong
International, says “We had a banner, record-setting year
in 2019, even though we were mostly operating in our
old terminal. With the opening of our new, highly rated
billion-dollar terminal, we were prepared for a tremendous year. Then, the COVID-19 pandemic struck and we
initially lost 97 percent of our passenger volume. To walk
through the corridors of a beautiful, functional terminal
that was virtually empty was enough to make one cry.”
In 2019, Armstrong International served a record
13.6 million passengers. After the Covid pandemic struck,
the beautiful new terminal served less than 50 percent
of its 2019 passenger load in 2020. But now, in mid-2021,
with new, proven vaccines easily available, Dolliole and

his colleagues are all optimistic smiles. “We see that
travel is picking up,” he said. “The Center for Disease
Control says that if you’ve been vaccinated, you don’t
have to wear a mask. However, the federal government
still requires face masks in airports and on airplanes.”
Dolliole expects that the remainder of 2021 and
2022 will be rebuilding years. He is very hopeful that
2023 will show a return to pre-pandemic traffic for
American airports with primarily domestic flights like
Armstrong International, and the airlines, as well as convention centers and hotels in New Orleans and Kenner.
“Of course,” says Dolliole, “I’m counting on the scientists
to continue providing vaccines that deter variants of COVID-19. If they do, I believe that 2023 will be a fantastic
year for Armstrong International, our partners in the city
of Kenner, our partners in New Orleans and all of South
Louisiana.”
The Armstrong International executive believes
that if all goes well, 2023 will see the creation of hundreds of good airport related jobs to benefit the Kenner
economy. “Before the pandemic, there were approximately 4,000 employees at the airport, including airport
staff, airlines and airport concessionaires,” Dolliole

said. “My hopes and expectations are that in the coming
years, Armstrong International will surpass its record
of 13.6 million passengers. If that happens, the region’s
economy will see hundreds of new jobs, some hired by
the airport, some by the airlines and some by the concessionaires. It will make the economy stronger and will
enhance quality of life in Kenner, New Orleans and the
surrounding region.”
Dolliole’s own story of how he came to be Armstrong International’s Director of Aviation is an interesting tale. In 1976, while a student at Xavier University, he
was hired as a part-time ticketing agent by now-defunct
Eastern Airlines. After graduation from Xavier, he continued on with Eastern and worked his way up the ladder
to a management position. He eventually moved on to
the airport administration side of the industry at Armstrong International in the 1990s where he was eventually named interim director of aviation. Soon the word
spread in the airport industry that Dolliole was a real
up and comer and he started to get offers from other
airports. He left his native New Orleans to be director
of the airports in San Antonio and St. Louis. When the
Armstrong Aviation Board began looking for someone to

run its new billion-dollar terminal, Dolliole was a logical
choice and he and his wife were happy to return to the
city where they grew up.
Dolliole is known for his congenial, affable personality and has excellent contacts in the aviation industry.
Dolliole says, “South Louisiana is prime tourism territory
whether for conventioneers or leisure vacationers. I believe the new terminal – considered by many to be one
of the three best airports in the nation – is going to be
ready to welcome unprecedented millions to South Louisiana as our region and the Gulf South begin to rebound
from the pandemic.”
The aviation director is proud of his good relationships with Kenner officials, including Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn, the Kenner City Council and Kenner Police Chief
Michael Glaser.
“We are all on the same page,” says Dolliole. “We all
want the airport to be successful, to create additional
jobs and be a significant part of Kenner’s excellent quality of life.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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A tale of two senators
By Jeff Crouere
The people of
Louisiana have two Republicans serving in the
United States Senate
– Bill Cassidy and John
Kennedy. While the senators share similar conservative
positions on some issues, they have vastly different opinions of former President Donald Trump.
One factor in the disparity may be a familiar one for
politicians, proximity to the next election. Last year, Cassidy was just re-elected to another six-year term, while
Kennedy will face the voters in 2022.
In his re-election campaign last year, U.S. Senator
Bill Cassidy (R-LA) presented one major message to the
voters of his state. In countless television and radio commercials, Cassidy touted his endorsement by President
Donald Trump. The message was clear, Trump and Cassidy
were close allies, and the senator fervently supported the
president’s agenda.
Cassidy won re-election by a comfortable margin; no doubt assisted by the president’s endorsement.
Without the support of President Trump, Cassidy may
have faced a strong GOP opponent in the primary election and would have had a tougher time winning another six-year term in office.
The president also carried Louisiana by a comfortable 59 to 40% margin in November, virtually identical
to the size of his 2016 victory in the state. Clearly, Senator Cassidy understood President Trump’s enduring
popularity in Louisiana and took advantage of this support to win re-election.
After securing victory, Senator Cassidy immediately
started to change his opinion about President Trump. He
was one of the first Republicans in Congress to declare Joe
Biden the president, despite Trump’s ongoing legal challenges in multiple states.
While Cassidy announced his support for the election challenges to end, Kennedy was one of only six U.S.
Senators to object to the certification of the Arizona presidential election results. Kennedy said, “I joined several
Senate colleagues in calling for a bipartisan commission
to inspect election issues raised across the country. Our
proposal was not successful, but our goal to ensure full

confidence and transparency in our elections – for all
Americans – is a noble one, and I’ll keep pursuing it.”
Cassidy’s opposition to Trump intensified after
the assault on the U.S. Capitol on January 6. Cassidy
blamed President Trump for the violence and did not
oppose his impeachment in the U.S. House of Representatives. In fact, he voted for the proceedings to move
forward in the U.S. Senate.
Trump supporters condemned the impeachment
trial as a sham and an outrage; but opponents of the former president believed they had ample evidence to prove
he incited the violent attack on the U.S. Capitol.
After presentations from Democratic House Manager and attorneys for President Trump, 57 senators voted to
convict President Trump. Senator Cassidy joined six other
Republicans to vote for conviction. The senator defended
his vote by claiming that “our Constitution and our country
is more important than any one person. I voted to convict
President Trump because he is guilty.”
This decision was greeted by howls of protest
from his former Republican supporters in Louisiana.
Cassidy was immediately censured by a unanimous vote
of the executive committee of the Louisiana Republican Party. He was the only member of the congressional
delegation to support the impeachment and conviction
of President Trump. None of the state’s five GOP congressmen voted to impeach the president and Senator
Kennedy voted to acquit him.
Senator Cassidy knows that his position is opposed by most Louisiana Republicans. However, there
is no recall mechanism for members of the U.S. Senate,
so Cassidy does not have to face the voters of Louisiana
until 2026. It is the equivalent of a political lifetime and
the Trump impeachment trial may not even be an issue
with the voters at that time.
Since the election, Cassidy has joined the small,
but vocal, anti-Trump wing in Congress. He blamed the
former president for his electoral challenges, while
Kennedy expressed his support for a thorough investigation into the 2020 election. In a column authored
with U.S. Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Kennedy asserted
that the last election “featured unprecedented allegations of voter fraud, violations and lax enforcement of
election law, and other voting irregularities.”
This view was disputed by U.S. Congresswoman

Liz Cheney (R-WY), who became the loudest Trump
critic among House Republicans. In the process she created a firestorm of controversy. In media appearances,
she frequently lambasted Trump and said the last election was “not stolen.”
Her comments led many Republican members
of Congress, including Senator Kennedy, to oppose her
retaining her position as House Republican Conference
Chair, the third ranking position among GOP members.
In contrast, Cassidy was one of the few in Congress to
give strong support for Cheney remaining in her leadership role. In an interview on “Meet the Press,” Cassidy
maintained that “there’s a whole group of folks that
agree with Liz Cheney.”
While Cassidy may be right, it seems the vast majority of Republican voters have decided that Cheney
is toxic to their party. According to a recent CBS News
poll, 80% of Republican voters agree with her removal
from GOP leadership.
Since the election, Cassidy has become the darling
of the mainstream news media, while Kennedy is a regular
fixture on Fox News. In many of his interviews, Kennedy
expresses his strong opposition to the Biden agenda. Most
recently, he blasted Biden for “ignoring our calls for help”
in the aftermath of major rainstorms that poured “more
than a foot of water” into Lake Charles, Louisiana.
In Cassidy’s interviews, he is often asked about the
role of former President Trump in the future of the GOP.
Cassidy has been consistent in his view that Trump will not
be a major factor going forward. In an interview on ABCTV, Cassidy claimed “I think his (Trump) force wanes. The
Republican Party is more than just one person. The Republican Party is about ideas.”
Senator Cassidy’s view is more popular in the
Beltway, while Kennedy is earning higher marks from
voters back home in Louisiana. With an election coming
up next year, Senator Kennedy is right where he wants
to be politically.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his awardwinning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally at 7:30
p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com.
Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries on the Jeff
Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For
more information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

New businesses opening in
Kenner despite pandemic factor
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
We are always
happy to be a part of
ribbon cuttings held by new businesses or existing
companies that decide to expand their presence in
the city. Every one of them is important to us and
because of COVID-19, the ribbon cuttings and grand
openings we have celebrated since last year are that
much more meaningful.
However, while the pandemic is not yet over,
the ribbon-cutting activity has significantly increased in the past few months. That’s great news
– not just for the individual businesses but also for
the city of Kenner.
The ribbon cuttings clearly show the health of
Kenner’s business climate and the confidence and
faith so many business owners have in Kenner –
even during all of the uncertainties surrounding a
worldwide pandemic.
New businesses bring in additional taxes to the
city and provide a major impact to economic development in Kenner. But there is also an untold story
– the future benefits from a new or expanded company. The new business increases the traffic into a
shopping area and that benefits existing businesses
in the area. In addition, other entrepreneurs interested in coming to Kenner are more likely to choose
an area with recent ribbon cutting activity.

There’s no better example of this than the
Pavilion Shopping Center, which lost its anchor
businesses years ago. But an effort by the owner
to paint and beautify the center in 2018, followed
up by strong realtor marketing efforts, brought
in new and exciting opportunities with Club4Fitness, and earlier this year, a Goodwill superstore.
They join the At Home décor superstore that recently decided to renew its lease.
Since late December, we have already had
a dozen ribbon cuttings, with several more already expected in the next few weeks. We have
already exceeded the total of 13 from all of last
year, as Kenner begins to move closer and closer
to a sense of normalcy that we haven’t seen since
the pandemic hit in mid-March last year, and another 10 to 12 ribbon cuttings will be scheduled
soon.
Thanks to all of the business owners and
to Kenner Economic Program Director Candace
Watkins and her team along with the Kenner
Economic Development Board for their hard
work in helping to move the city forward and
making us all “Kenner Proud!”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Police
Avoiding distractions while driving
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Distraction is
anything that diverts
the driver’s attention
from the primary tasks
of navigating the vehicle and responding to critical
events. To put it another way, a distraction is anything
that takes your eyes off the road (visual distraction),
your mind off the road (cognitive distraction) or your
hands off the wheel (manual distraction). So, when you
think about tasks that can be a driving distraction, you
can see that they often fit into more than one category –
eating is visual and manual, whereas using a navigation
system is all three.
There are two basic components of the distraction safety problem – the attentional demands of
the distracting task and the frequency with which
drivers choose to multitask. Task demands relate to
the amount of resources (visual, cognitive, manual)
required to perform the task. The other issue is exposure, which is how often drivers engage in the task.
Putting those two concepts together, even an easy
task can be a bigger safety problem if the person
does the task 50% of their driving time.
In 2019 alone, 3,142 people were killed in
motor vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers. Please review the following common dangers
of driving. Make sure you go over this information
with your teenage drivers as these simple tips keep
your family safe on the road.
When driving, cell phone usage increases
your chance of having a crash by 400 percent. Refrain from talking or texting on your phone until
you are at a complete stop.

Adjusting your electronic devices or radio makes
you six times more likely to have an accident. Wait until
you are stopped to make adjustments or have a passenger take care of this for you.
Always proceed when passing an accident or vehicle stopped by the police. Slowing down to look can
cause crashes from behind and causes traffic delays.
When traveling with someone, take turns eating
and driving. When alone, simply pull over and eat before getting on the road.
Plan activities such as coloring or drawing to keep
your children from distracting you during travel.
Protect yourself from bad drivers by staying as far
away from them as possible. Don’t let their behavior
make you angry or anxious.
Never let your passengers interfere with your safe
driving. When conversation or behavior becomes loud
or obnoxious, you become distracted and put everyone
in the vehicle at risk.
If you are a passenger and notice the driver becoming distracted, do not be afraid to let them know.
As parents, you should refrain from allowing new
teenage drivers to carry numerous passengers until
they are more experienced.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download
the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both
Apple and Android devices and access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the
latest updated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-related information.
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Remediation work moves
cautiously forward
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Be Local. Bank Local.

By Mark Glorioso – Kenner General Services Director
Kenner General
Service employees are
proceeding with mold remediation work on Building A of the City Hall complex, a painstaking process
because of the amount of damage to that building,
which houses the Clerk of Court offices and the City
Hall Chambers.
Building A is one of many city buildings that
has been neglected over the last couple of decades,
ultimately resulting in major roof leaks discovered a
few months ago.
We brought in an environmental services contractor who conducted extensive testing and discovered the extent of the mold. At that point, we then
immediately moved Clerk of Court employees out of
the building and into the Pontchartrain Center.
Employees from General Services are working
with the contractor in an effort to keep costs on this
project as low as possible.
I join Mayor Zahn and other members of the
administration in applauding our General Services
workers for handling this tedious work in an extremely professional manner under very difficult
conditions.
All workers are wearing Tyvek protective suits,

along with respirators, gloves and protective eyewear as we make safety our number one issue.
We have isolated the areas where the greatest
contamination is located and begun a very methodical demolition of Sheetrock, insulation, wood and 2
x 4s studs that have been contaminated.
The demolition must proceed cautiously to
avoid allowing any contamination to be released
into the air, further complicating the remediation.
Unfortunately, because a citywide maintenance plan had been deferred for many years prior
to the discovery of these issues, Building A may be
in the worst shape of our city buildings, but there
are many facilities with roof and other issues that
General Services is also handling.
We hope to have our consultant test the contamination levels in Building A soon to judge the
progress of the work. Mayor Zahn has asked that we
continue to update the public on the progress of the
work in Building A and other city facilities on social
media, the city website and in the Kenner Star.
Mark Glorioso is the Kenner General Services
Director. Glorioso can be reached at mglorioso@
kenner.la.us or at 468-7200.

Community

504-561-6124
GULFBANK.COM

Rivertown’s Museum Complex re-opens this
summer
Rivertown is once again ready to give people their
In March of 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic
arrived, the Kenner Planetarium and Rivertown
Space Science Complex joined with museums,
schools and children’s activities all over the country and shuttered its
doors to visitors. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn directed that the museum
complex follow state
guidelines and that the
health and safety of
visitors and employees
should always take precedence.
“For eight months,
the museums remained
vacant and void of the
excitement that comes with kids as they learn and
laugh,” said Heidi Glorioso, a member of the city of
Kenner’s Economic Development team.
In November 2020 as COVID-19 numbers
started to improve, the Kenner Planetarium opened
again with limited capacity. A mask requirement
and social distancing measures were implemented
in the facility and sanitation cleaning was significantly ramped up. “Visitors embraced the new rules
and contributed to smooth operations over the past
five months,” said Glorioso.
During that time, however, the Space Science
Complex remained closed, as the city continued to
follow state guidelines regarding visitors to interactive exhibits. “As vaccines become more readily
available and as infection rates continued to drop,

space,” said Glorioso.
The Rivertown Space Science Complex is
scheduled to re-open to the general public visitors
as well as to school and camp groups beginning on
June 1, 2021. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn has lifted the
mask requirement in the
city of Kenner.
However, visitors are welcome to wear
masks if they
choose.
“It is exciting to be able
to open up
more attractions and to get
closer and closer to what our city was like before
the pandemic arrived more than a year ago,” Kenner Mayor Zahn said. “This is a great attraction for
every member of the family and we urge everyone
to visit beginning on June 1.”
The city of Kenner is excited to welcome back
visitors to the Rivertown museum complex and
encourage residents of all ages to come ‘space out’
with us soon,” said Glorioso.
The Rivertown museum complex is open to
the public on Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Schools and camp groups may book an appointment
on Tuesday through Friday. To view show schedules,
visit www.kenner.la.us and click on the tab for “Rivertown.” For more information call 468-7231 or
email Glorioso at hglorioso@kenner.la.us.

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm

Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm

20 Pack

Ice Cold

KEG BEER o Go!

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light,
miller lite, and
coors lite

T

PACKAGE BEER

6.99

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Coors Lite

18.99

CAJUNLAND

CHECK OUT OUR

Bud

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Bud Lite

21.99
Miller Lite

COKE PRODUCTS

COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE PRODUCTS
.99

5

12 PACK
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Community

18th Anniversary - June 19
LIVE WEEKLY
ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK!
See Website for Info!

EXTENSIVE
PRODUCT
SELECTION!!!

Wednesday
Market

Saturday
Market

Westbank Bridge Park
13825 River Road
Luling
1pm - 6pm

www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org
Vendor List • Newsletter Sign-Up • Recipes
or follow us on Facebook
For more information call 985-764-9762
United Way Partner

Ormond Plantation
13786 River Road
Destrehan
8am - Noon

We
Accept

SNAP

Debit &
Credit Cards
Accepted

German Coast Farmers’ Market
Match Program

SNAP Beneﬁts + Matching up to $20
available at BOTH Markets

We can help you stay
ahead of inflation.
Christina S Wilson

Katina Summers

Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Former Kenner Star columnist passes away
James (Jim) Melchers, former Kenner Star
columnist, passed away on May 16, 2021. Melchers
wrote a legal column for the Kenner Star for 17
years until his retirement in 2012.
Melchers, a history major at the College of
Charleston and a graduate of the South Carolina
School of Law, also served in the U.S. Army. He
married Kathleen Kilpatrick Melchers in 1969
and moved to Louisiana in 1970. Melchers started
his law profession in the corporate oil and gas industry. Due to the industry’s crisis in the 80s, he
pivoted into private practice specializing in estate
planning and business law.
Melchers was an active community member
belonging to numerous organizations such as the
Executive Achievers Association, Jefferson Chamber of Commerce, Kenner Business Association
and Rotary Clubs, often as an officer or board

member. Melchers
served for two years
as a judge for the city
of Kenner. Melchers
also served countless years in local
churches as a deacon, Sunday School
Superintendent and
Bible study leader.
Melchers
is
survived by his wife, James (Jim) Melchers
Kathleen, and his
three children, Dr. Courtney Melchers Murphy
(Brian) of Baton Rouge, Christine Melchers DeMint (Tommy) of Greenville, South Carolina and
James Coles Melchers (Tiffany) of Houston, Texas
along with seven grandchildren.

Jefferson Parish in partnership with Iron
Mountain hosts free paper shredding event
The Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs, in partnership with Iron Mountain, will
host a paper shredding event on Saturday, June 5, 2021,
from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. The event will take
place in the parking lot of the Joseph S. Yenni Building
located at 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd. This is an opportunity for Jefferson Parish residents to responsibly dispose of sensitive paper documents quickly, easily and
securely. Cancelled checks, medical records, credit
card information, utility bills, old tax returns and pay
stubs are among the many items that can be destroyed
by shredding.
These services are offered at no charge to Jefferson Parish residents. Residents are limited to five boxes of paper per vehicle. Each box should not exceed
the size of a standard banker box’s dimensions of 24” x
15” x 10”. Materials from businesses cannot be accept-

ed. Due to COVID-19, this will be a self-service event.
Residents will have to unload the paper from the vehicle themselves and bring it to the shredding operator.
Paper may contain small paper clips or staples.
Some items are not accepted for shredding such
as 3-ring binders, metal objects (large paper clips,
binder clips, etc.), plastic objects, cloth objects and
household hazardous waste of any kind.
The event will run until the scheduled time or until the shred truck reaches capacity. If severe weather
occurs during the event, material cannot be accepted
and the event may end early due to safety concerns.
For additional information, contact the
Jefferson Parish Environmental Affairs Department at
731-4612.

Jefferson Parish Head Start Program building
seriously damaged by tornado
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced that a tornado, in the early hours of May 18, 2021, severely damaged the roof, along with nearly all of the air-conditioning units on the A.P. Clay Center located at 200 Decatur
Street in South Kenner.
The Kenner building is leased to Jefferson
Parish and is used for the Head Start Program for
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds.
A Head Start graduation ceremony was set to be
held that morning and officials are working to reschedule the graduation for another location.
In addition to the damage to the roof and the
air-conditioning units, there was one inch of water
in the classrooms and offices and there was damage
to desks and other equipment throughout the building. The two-story building is brick and metal with
eight combined classrooms and offices, a detached
cafeteria and a play area.
A National Weather Service assessment team has
determined that an EFO tornado was responsible for
the damage. An EFO tornado has winds between 65
and 85 mile per hour. The storm narrowly missed two
large, occupied apartment complexes, one on Decatur
Street next door and one on Warren Street.
Head Start programs take place throughout

the year, but there is a break before the beginning
of the Summer Head Start program, scheduled to
begin on June 7.
“We are working with Jefferson Community Action Program officials to find a suitable location to relocate Head Start before the summer program begins,”
Mayor Zahn said.
In the meantime, a contractor was brought in to
secure the building as much as possible and to limit
any additional damage. Kenner crews put protective
tarps over the roof of the building while a thorough
damage assessment was to be completed before the
city would meet with insurance officials.
“This is very significant damage, but it can be
repaired,” Mayor Zahn said. “We are extremely fortunate this didn’t occur while kids and staff members were in that building.”
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Living
Kenner resident celebrates 106th birthday

We are committed to
great beginnings.
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner is recognized as a
Baby-Friendly birthing facility.
We are proud to invest in evidence-based programs
that support infant bonding and safe feeding practices
so mom and baby get the healthiest and happiest start
possible. Our OB/GYNs are skilled in the latest medical
approaches and are committed to providing you with
expert and personalized care.
• Private, spacious birthing rooms
• Free prenatal classes
• Latest equipment and birthing techniques

Josephine Piazza, a resident at Chateau Living
Center, turned 106 on May 6, 2021. Josephine, who
was born in New Orleans and lived in Lakeview most
of her life, has been a resident of Chateau Living
Center since January 2014. Josephine loved to cook
for her five sons and extended family. She lost everything to Hurricane Katrina and had to start her life
over again in 2005. Josephine’s parents immigrated
from Italy with some of her siblings before she was
born in 1915. Surrounding Josephine, from left to

• Lactation and breastfeeding consultations

Four of Josephine Piazza’s five sons,
David, Tony, C.J. and Emile Piazza
right, are youngest son David, daughter-in-law Ann
and her husband, eldest son Emile and Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, who presented her with a key to the city
and a “Happy Birthday” proclamation.

Community
Jefferson Parish launches bike map
On May 20, 2021, Jefferson Parish launched a
new bike map to show completed and proposed bicycling infrastructure projects that is intended to improve the parish’s economy and quality of life.
The bike map provides the public with Jefferson
Parish’s efforts-to-date to implement the Jefferson
Parish Bicycle Master Plan – a community-guided
document that identifies proposed routes for cyclists
and priority capital projects to facilitate a bicyclefriendly Jefferson Parish.
The new map includes both completed and
planned projects for both the East Bank and the West
Bank of Jefferson Parish.
The projects include the following.
Multi-use paths – A path bicyclists may share
with runners, joggers and other non-motorized users located immediately adjacent and parallel to the
roadway.
Levee multi-use paths – A shared-use greenway
path that follows a linear corridor and allows for twoway, off-street bicycle use and also may be used by pedestrians, skaters, wheelchair users, joggers and other
non-motorized users.
Separated bike lane/cycle tracks – An exclusive bike facility that combines the user experience of
a separated path with the on-street infrastructure of a
conventional bike lane.
Buffered bike lanes – A bike lane with additional buffer space between the lane and a motor vehicle
lane or parked cars, used on high-volume or highspeed roads, or roadways with high parking turn over.

Our Providers

Shoulder bike lanes – Typically found in lessdense areas, shoulder bikeways are paved roadways
with striped shoulders four feet plus wide enough for
bicycle travel.
Bike lanes – A portion of roadway that has been
designated for preferential or exclusive use by bicyclists by pavement markings and, if used, signs.
The bike plan was created in partnership with
Regional Planning Commission, with a seven-member
citizen advisory committee appointed by the Jefferson
Parish Council, and adopted by the parish council
in April 2014. The plan won a Planning Excellence
Award for transportation from Louisiana Chapter of
American Planning Associations in 2016.
Utilizing the results of this bicycle master plan,
Jefferson Parish is incorporating bicycle improvements in over 20 projects of the current Road Bond
Program. These projects will greatly improve bicycle
infrastructure and provide a safer environment for
cyclists.
Notable projects actively under construction
include the Severn Avenue Corridor improvements
project and the Oakwood Smart Growth project along
Hector Avenue. Once completed, these projects will
provide safe bicycle facilities and improve connectivity in Jefferson Parish.
Go to www.jeffparish.net/departments/planning/jefferson-parish-bike-maps to view the East
Bank and West Bank Bike Maps.

Diana Farge, MD

John McCrossen, MD

Juan Carlos Torres, MD

Veronica Gillispie-Bell, MD

Sheena Pullman, MD

Amy Truitt, MD

Kristen Malkiewicz, NP

Shontell Thomas, MD

Michael Wiedemann, MD

Visit ochsner.org/schedule or call 504-608-1069
180 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065
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Entertainment
Treasure Chest will see you soon
in June!
By Rodney Miller

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

******
OPEN FOR
LUNCH
11 AM

******

Beer bucket specials
and great food. WIFI.

******

Every Day
Burger Day

Wed. & Sat.
Steak Nite

******

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

Family Owned, We Shop For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS

Rooﬁng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

FREE ESTIMATES

increased number of hand sanitizer stations, either. No matter how you feel about the pandemic,
we have the extra stations so why not make them
available to you, am I right? We were already
pretty darn good about frequently cleaning our
machines and all high-touch surfaces, but we’ve
really gone above and beyond. We’re not messing around. Need a mask? Complimentary face
coverings are still available to you. You don’t
even have to ask. If you want
one, just take it. To learn
more about our Boyd
Clean initiatives,
visit Treasurechest.
com/boyd-clean.
Missing
that
delicious Treasure Chest
cuisine? Café Pontchartrain is still
the place for you! We know that with everything
going on, it’s difficult to pin down just when places are open, so for your convenience, I’d like to
reiterate our café and casino hours here. We also
have new table game hours!

ONLY place these items in
the recycling container
Flattened
Cardboard

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Auto
Boat
Renters

Can you believe that this year is
already almost half over? But then again, maybe
it’s just us and our guests. After all, time flies
when you’re having fun. If you haven’t been to
see us the first half of the year, then June is a
great time to meet you halfway. Pun intended.
Here’s just a few of the things happening this
June at Treasure Chest Casino!
Let’s jump right into that
jackpot update, eh? This
year, literally millions of dollars in
jackpots have been
won each month at
Treasure Chest. So far
this year, we’ve paid out
over $10 million in jackpots! Not
bad for “Your Kind of Place,” eh? Not bad for any
kind of place. Rest assured, we’re going to keep
it going. It’s just so awesome to see lives change
with a spin of the reels, and you could be next!
We’re even adding some exciting new slots!
We know how boring it is to keep winning on the
same machine over and over. Just kidding, of
course. But if you’re looking for a new favorite
slot, take a look at what we’re bringing to the
floor. First off, we’ve got two new ones from the
Fortune Mint series, Fu Xing Gao Zhao and Fu
Gui You Yu. With these 3-level linked progressive
slots, you can win tons of free games with big bonuses during those free games! Plus, you can also
win multipliers and jackpots with the special
“Question Mark” feature. We’re also bringing you
Cash Falls – Huo Zhu. This game lives up to its
name with five reels and 4,608 ways to win! You
can lock in credit value coin symbols and keep
them on the reels for as long as you collect them.
Once you fill a reel with coins, watch the cash
fall!
More and more people are getting vaccinated for COVID-19, which is good news and with
that and CDC guidelines in mind, masks are no
longer mandatory as long as you’ve been fully
vaccinated! Wow, it feels good to say that. Just
because things seem to be getting better, we’re
TM gaming
remaining vigilant. A cleaner and safer
experience has always been a big part of who we
all recyclables
are, andKeep
we’re keeping
at it. Socialfree
distancing is
still a good idea
and rest
of food
andassured,
liquidour seating arrangements throughout our facilities make it as
easy for you as possible. We haven’t dropped our

Metal
Cans

Paper

CASINO HOURS
Sunday – Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 a.m.

Plastic Bottles
Glass
NEW TABLE GAMES
& Jugs
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday: Noon – 2:00
a.m.
Friday & Saturday: Noon – 5:00 a.m.

CAFE PONTCHARTRAIN HOURS
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Wednesday & Thursday: 11:00 a.m. – midnight
Friday & Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 a.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.

How to prepare
Keep an eye out in the mail for great events
your recyclables
and promos happening this month as well!

Empty. Clean. Dry.

Thanks for making Treasure Chest your kind of
place and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!.
Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.

Don’t bag it

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is
putBoulevard
recyclables
located at 5050Never
Williams
in Kenner
on Lake Pontchartrain.
Visit or
thebags
website at
in containers
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

NEVER place these items in the recycling container
NO GLASS ACCEPTED!
John Hollander

Gary Hollander

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

Plastic Bags
& Wrappers

Clothing
& Shoes

Soiled Paper

Greasy
Pizza Boxes

Styrofoam

Tools
Food
Toys

Electronics
& Batteries

Medical Waste
Yard Waste

Construction
Diapers
Waste
Scrap Metal

Living
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Summertime activities for seniors to enjoy
By Michelle Lovitt
As warm, sunny
days kick into high
gear, there are plenty
of opportunities for
your loved one to get outside and enjoy the beauty
of summer. It is vital that seniors stay physically and
mentally active. Seniors spending their days sitting
for 10 hours watching television does not create the
picture of health. So, let’s get a little creative and
spark some summertime fun.
Gardening
Not only is gardening fun, but it is also a fulfilling hobby that positively influences your mental and
physical health. This low-impact activity is a great
way to get out in the sun and contribute to the beauty
around you. Gardening provides multiple benefits for
seniors. Once a senior has become accustomed to it,
growing food and flowers from the earth is quite captivating. Whether in a yard, box or pot, the satisfaction from growing is the same.
Birdwatching
This outdoor activity draws seniors out of the
house and into nature. For those who are not able
to engage in physical outdoor activities such as hiking, birdwatching is a great way to engage in a physical activity while stimulating the mind. Naturalists,
those who learn best in nature, thrive in the activity
of birdwatching.
Cooking
Summer squash are plentiful, bouquets of basil
are everywhere and tomatoes are starting to ripen.
It’s at this moment that you should be running to

the kitchen to take advantage of the most bountiful
time of year. Cooking is an incredible executive functioning skill. Cooking lessons are quite popular in
assisted living homes and residents really enjoy sharing their delights with their fellow residents. Cooking is a great mental exercise because it, similar to
music, activates the brain in multiple ways. Reading
instructions is vital for recipe success. Listening to
verbal instructions is central to preventing mishaps.
Measuring is mathematical. And, last but not least,
tasting is optimal.
Stretch it out
The practice of yoga has long been known to
help people manage stress and anxiety, improve flexibility and coordination, support mental clarity, increase strength and promote overall physical health.
Often, when we think of yoga activities, we envision
young, able bodies stretching and contorting in difficult positions. The truth, however, is that yoga can
be practiced by people of all ages and abilities and
has become quite popular among the senior population in the form of chair yoga. You can even bring the
activity outside and enjoy nature!
Model building
While not that common, model building can be
a most rewarding activity. Seniors who enjoy model
building become quite addicted to it. The challenge
of it is intriguing and keeps one’s attention for elongated periods of time. Overall, model building is a rewarding activity that can also be shared with family
members and fellow residents.
Staying active well into senior years is vital to
thriving. The type of activity is not as important as
participating in an activity. Physical and mental ac-

tivity for seniors can seem an immense undertaking
for the families of seniors. Perhaps a senior living
home that offers this type of ongoing engagement is
the best option for meeting their changing needs.
Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie.

For more information and to schedule a personal
tour of Metairie’s newest residential assisted living
home, call 252-2640 or email info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care Homes’ website
at www.auduboncarehomes.com.
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Shooting, defense, toughness, ball security top Pelicans wish list to improve
By Ken Trahan
The solutions to
the problems seem
obvious to all but they
are complicated when
it comes to David Griffin and his goals to improve
the New Orleans Pelicans following a disappointing
2020-21 season.
Speaking on May 17, the day after the season
ended, Griffin pinpointed the issues he feels the
Pelicans must improve upon.
“We’ve got to address our basketball IQ, our
toughness and our shooting,” Griffin said. “I think
those three things really revealed themselves in the
fact that while we were talented enough to build
double digit leads, we also blew more double digit
leads than any team in the league. We had double
digit leads 14 times in games we didn’t finish. We
were 2-11 in games decided by three points or less.
Those are things that you cannot do and be a winning basketball team.”
You can certainly chalk some degree of those
ugly numbers up to overall experience, the lack
thereof collectively, of the team as a whole and of
players playing together but to pin everything on
that would be both inaccurate and a mistake.
The Pelicans finished 31-41, a worse percentage than last season, despite having Zion Williamson
for most of this season, unlike last season.
We are getting ready to find out if Griffin has
the answers to the issues or if he is destined to head
the way of Dell Demps.
We are getting ready to find out if Stan Van

Gundy is the solid veteran presence needed to mold
young players into a cohesive, contending unit or if
he is destined to head the way of Alvin Gentry.
With all due respect to Demps, the Pelicans
made the wrong choice in jettisoning Monty Williams following a 45-37 season in 2014-15 and playoff
appearance while keeping Demps.
Williams has matured as a coach and is poised
to make a serious run at NBA Coach of the Year
in Phoenix with Chris Paul, competing with Tom
Thibodaux and Quinn Snyder and Doc Rivers for top
honors this season.
So, what are the needs and solutions to the issues plaguing the current roster of the New Orleans
Pelicans?
Try getting better perimeter shooters and
more than one of those and get better on the ball
defenders and more than one of those. Making better decisions in-game certainly fits as well, addressing the IQ issue.
Is it that simple?
Naji Marshall certainly fits the latter.
He was a nice addition, solid on both ends and
plays the game hard.
Didi Louzada certainly fits the latter. He can
guard and he is long.
Do either fit the former?
Marshall shot 34.9 percent from three-point
range this season.
Louzada, in limited playing time, was 2-for8 (25%) from three-point range and his statistics
abroad to not indicate that he will be good from
distance.
In three years playing in Brazil and Australia,

www.chateaucafe.com

Excellent Burgers
Inside Dining
Available!
BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Louzada shot just 29.9 percent from three-point
range.
James Johnson gave the Pelicans solid minutes after being acquired in a trade with Dallas. He
rebounded well and defended in honest fashion, but
Johnson is a career 30.4 percent shooter beyond the
arc and he would appear to be a short term contributor as he turns 35 in February.
Much has been made about Lonzo Ball and
his improvement from three-point range and it is
legitimate.
Ball shot 37.8 percent from three-point range,
becoming the second best option on the team in
that department. Who would have thought that
could be the case prior to this past season? Give Ball
lots of credit for working hard to improve his shot.
While Ball shoots it well enough from distance,
he does little else to score as he shoots just 39.7 percent from the field for his career, rarely penetrating
and finishing in the paint or at the rim. Will the Pelicans invest in him at a huge rate long-term?
Brandon Ingram is a solid option from
three-point range. Ingram shot 38.1 percent from
beyond the arc.
Josh Hart is a keeper, an outstanding player off
the bench who slashes and plays hard all the time
on both ends of the floors.
Hart shot 32.6 percent from three-point range,
not good for a guard.
Nickeil-Alexander Walker is emerging as a potential starter.
Alexander-Walker is long, can get to the rim
and finish at the rim with either hand.
NAW is working to improve his shot but he
shot the same percentage this season as he did in
his rookie season from three-point range (34.6% last
season, 34.7% this season).
Kira Lewis Jr. is quick and fast. His shot looks
the part but he shot just 33.3 percent from threepoint range this season.
There may be some hope for Wenyen Gabriel.
At 6-foot-nine, Gabriel is long. In a limited sample
size, Gabriel shot 40.6 percent from three-point
range (13-of-32) this season.
Do we need to include Eric Bledsoe?
The veteran guard never seemed totally engaged this season, did not look or feel the part
of a player who really wanted to be here and his
presence may hold back the progress of other
young guards.
If you include Bledsoe, he shot a mediocre 34.1
percent from three-point range.
To put things in perspective, the NBA average
for three-point shooting this past season, according
to statmuse.com, was 36.7 percent. Only Ingram and
Ball, among those players who saw significant playing time, eclipsed that mark.
As a team, the Pelicans shot 34.8 percent from
three-point range, ranked 26th out of 30 teams. The
only teams shooting it worse from distance were
bad teams in Orlando, Houston, Oklahoma City and
Cleveland, none of which are playoff-bound.
Then, there is the defensive end of the floor.
While the Pelicans improved later in the season, sometimes without its star players on the floor,
the improvement that must occur is significant.
New Orleans finished 24th in the league in
points allowed, yielding 114.9 points per contest.
Another underrated area which must improve
is free throw shooting.
The Pelicans were awful, 29th out of 30 teams,
shooting just 72.9 percent from the line. Only Oklahoma City was worse.
Of course, Steven Adams played a large role

in that capacity, shooting an awful 44.4 percent
from the charity stripe. While Adams is a consistent, solid, dependable performer, is he a good fit
here with the presence of Zion Williamson, who
plays as a big as well and is not a perimeter shooter or defender, either?
Give Zion credit for improving his free throw
shooting to 69.8 percent, still well below the
league average.
Billy Hernangomez was better than anyone
imagined he would be, a solid player, but Hernangomez shot 66.7 percent from three-point range.
Alexander-Walker shot 72.7 percent while Marshall shot just 70.7 percent from the line.
Yet another measurable that must improve
is turnovers.
The Pelicans were 22nd in the league, averaging 14.6 turnovers per game, though they improved
in that department later in the season.
There is a chance to get better through the
draft, if the Pelicans choose to remain where they
are.
Over the next seven years, New Orleans has 24
picks in the two-round draft. Clearly, the team is not
likely to retain all of those, perhaps looking to package a few to get a key, proven, veteran piece to the
puzzle to fit with Williamson and Ingram.
Once again, the Pelicans will be in the lottery
this year.
As was the case with Anthony Davis and Chris
Paul before him, the organization is on the clock to
build a championship caliber team around Williamson. Williamson becomes a restricted free agent in
2023. There is time to make it happen, but the time
is now.
Griffin and Van Gundy have the keys to the
kingdom.
Can they finally unlock the door for a franchise
that has advanced to the second round of the playoffs just twice in 19 seasons since moving to New
Orleans for the 2002-03 season?
Is there an answer for a team with just six winning seasons and seven playoff appearances in those
19 seasons?
The small market franchise has come up small
in the larger scheme of being viable when it comes
to discussing teams on the rise or teams threatening
to reach an NBA final.
No one wants to think about the possibility of
new locksmiths again and starting over.
The key is making good, solid personnel evaluation and decisions. That is not complicated but has
been a bit complicated for those in charge in New
Orleans for the last two decades.
Get smarter, get tougher, get better shooters,
get better defenders and reduce turnovers. There
you have it.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports
director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s
Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the
football season and “The Three Tailgaters Show”
with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Trahan is the general manager of
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the MercedesBenz Superdome and does morning sports for all
four Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans
area. Trahan serves as the president of Joyful
Noise Ministries, works with Life Resources Ministries and is president and emcee of the Greater New
Orleans Quarterback Club.
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Maintaining a healthy lifestyle
By Craig Goodwin
Our
quality
of life depends on
many factors, but
as we age exercise
is one of those factors that is essential to maintaining a healthy
and productive lifestyle. Proper technique when
performing exercises is a benefit and an important key to not causing more damage. Younger
adults are able to handle a more vigorous exercise program that may include isolating different muscles and using a progression into heavier
weights. Building muscle in the body is dependent on the correct technique applied and the
weight used.
As we age, we need to be more conscious on
working several muscular groups that work with
each other together as they function as movements with our normal activities throughout the
day. Exercises that are beneficial to improving
strength and limiting harmful effects fall into
a category called “closed chain” exercises. Examples of these exercises include rowing which
works several muscular groups such as your
upper back and bicep muscles, chest presses
which work your upper chest and tricep muscles,
and leg presses which will work the thigh and
hip muscles. By working muscles in a group or
closed chain regimen, you can decrease the load
applied to the joints and improve the outcome
of the exercise.
Walking is one of the most beneficial

exercises that we can do, and in return, will
give you the best health benefits. One of the
best explanations of walking for exercise is
one by Paul T. Williams, Ph.D., a staff scientist
at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, in Berkeley, California. He calls walking
“a wonder drug, except that you don’t need a
prescription and you don’t have to pay for it.”
The American Heart Association states that
walking is the simplest positive change you
can make to effectively improve your heart
health. The American Heart Association also
states that the benefits of walking and moderate physical activity for at least 30 minutes
a day can help enhance mental well-being,
reduce the risk of coronary heart disease, improve blood pressure, maintain body weight
and lower the risk of obesity, reduce the risk
of osteoporosis, reduce the risk of breast and
colon cancer, and reduce the risk of Type 2 diabetes. Walking will also help improve balance
and coordination for improved physical health,
as well as in the elderly, help reduce the risk
of falling.
Exercise is a key element in our health
and well-being. Incorporating a safe exercise
routine for our upper and lower extremity as
well as our core, along with daily stretching,
will allow us to maintain a strong and mobile
body, allowing for a more productive lifestyle
as we age.

Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied
Health Department of Physical Therapy in
1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic

and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email
at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.
orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is
co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

FOR SALE

SALE PENDING

$299,000
406 Genet Drive, Arabi

$199,900
8602 Palmetto Street • New Orleans

SOLD

SALE PENDING

$214,900
3576 Tulane Ave., Kenner

$289,900
2020 Connecticut Ave., Kenner

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.
Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

$325,000
11 Patricia Court • Luling

$179,900
4007 Isabel St. • Jefferson

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!
Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding
Hedging
Dirt spreading

Fencing
Construction
All landscape needs
30+ years experience

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned • Fully Insured

432-3548
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Inflation
By Guy Williams
It is here and
it is real. Inflation
means that prices
are going up for the
things that we use and buy. The best and most obvious examples are groceries and gasoline. When
you get to the checkout counter, your grocery bill
is higher than it was last month. When you fill your
car with gas, the price is higher as well.
The problem with higher inflation is that for
most of us, our income is not going up as fast as
prices. When this happens, our standard of living

Banking
will begin to decline. This problem of a declining
standard of living is most severe for senior citizens
who are trying to live on a fixed income and /or trying to live on interest income since interest rates
are not increasing as inflation increases.
So, what is happening? The short answer
is that the government is responding to the COVID-19 crisis by spending a lot of money and by
using the Federal Reserve Bank to keep interest
rates at very low levels. The idea behind this strategy is that low rates will stimulate home buying and
borrowing to expand the economy. The evidence is
not all in yet, but so far, the Federal Reserve Bank
is half-right.
The market for real estate and homes is red
hot. Many sellers receive multiple over list price

offers when they have homes to sell. This is great
if you want or need to sell, but not helpful if you do
not. I say not helpful because the increased prices
will lead to higher property taxes and insurance
bills. For people who plan to stay put, higher real
estate prices just increase their cost of living.
The other problem occurring with high real
estate prices is that living in your house will probably be more expensive. Unless you want to move
to a smaller house or a less desirable neighborhood, the increased prices do not really help. So,
if inflation is real and here, what can you do? The
first and most important thing is to lock in your
variable costs if possible. This means refinancing
your home loan and locking in a fixed rate. It is
still recommended to shorten your term if possible,
because the emotional and financial wellbeing of
owning your own home is very valuable.
If you own a business and can afford to prebuy supplies, go ahead and do so if you are not borrowing to buy inventory. If possible, ask your suppliers to commit to a fixed price in exchange for a
guaranteed order flow.

The other inflation hedge is a good investment portfolio. A broad exposure to the United
States stock market is recommended since U.S.
stocks tend to go up faster than inflation.
No one knows for sure what will happen to
prices. The chairman of the Federal Reserve believes that any price increase will be temporary.
That is not certain and therefore it is recommended to take steps now to reduce exposure to rising
prices.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at
3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vicepresident and branch manager can be contacted
at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.

Finance
Discuss financial goals with your
family
By Christina Sulli Wilson

GOT GOLD
or SILVER
SILVER?
?
WE PAY
CASH!!
PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

June is “Effective Communications
Month.” And it’s a good idea to recognize the importance of good communications, because it plays a
role in almost every aspect of living – including your
finances. You’ll want to clearly communicate your
financial goals to your loved ones – and you’ll want
to hear theirs, too.
Let’s look at some of the communications you
might have with family members:
Your spouse – You and your spouse may have
different thoughts about a range of financial topics
– how much to save, how much to spend, the level of
debt with which you’re comfortable and so on. Try to
reach some type of consensus on these issues. However, in regard to investing, you don’t necessarily
have to act in unison all the time. You each may have
different investment styles – one of you may be more
aggressive, willing to take on more risk in exchange
for potentially higher returns, while the other would
rather invest with an eye toward mitigating risk,
even if it means accepting a lower return. Of course,
there’s nothing stopping each of you from pursuing
your individual investment strategies in your own accounts – IRA, 401(k) and so on. Still, if you are going
to work toward common goals – especially toward a
shared vision of your retirement lifestyle – you each
may want to compromise in your investment choices.
And this accommodation is even more necessary in
your joint accounts.
Your parents – If you may someday be involved
with your parents’ financial plans – which is highly
likely – you should know in advance what to expect.
This may not be the easiest conversation to have, but
it’s an important one. So, for example, ask your parents if they have a durable power of attorney, which
allows them to designate someone to manage their

financial affairs if they become physically or mentally incapacitated. You might also inquire if they have
protected themselves against the potentially enormous costs of long-term care, such as an extended
nursing home stay. If not, you might suggest that they
contact a financial advisor, who can offer solutions.
Once you begin communicating about these issues,
you may well want to go further into your parents’ estate plans to determine what other arrangements, if
any, they have made. If it seems that their plans are
not fully developed, you may want to encourage them
to contact an attorney specializing in estate planning.
Your grown children – Just as you talk to your
parents about their estate plans, you’ll want to discuss the same topic with your own grown children.
Let them know who you have named as a durable
power of attorney, what’s in your last will and testament and whether you’ve established a living trust.
If you’re already working with a financial advisor
and an estate planning professional, make sure your
children know how to contact these individuals. Of
course, you don’t have to confine your communications to estate plans – if you want to help your children financially, such as loaning them money for a
down payment on a home, let them know.
By talking with your loved ones about key financial matters, everyone benefits. So, keep those lines
of communication open.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can
be reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and
financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.
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Men’s heart health: An all-ages
guide to screenings
By Norman Vince Hill, M.D.

health of your heart!
Keeping your heart healthy has a major influence on your overall health. While some men
may be more at risk for heart disease than others
due to age, lifestyle, family history or other factors, adult men of all ages should be aware of their
cardiovascular health, as well as choices they can
make to improve their quality of life and reduce
the risk of heart disease.
All ages
An annual physical exam for men ages 18 and
up is recommended. Your primary care provider
will measure both your blood pressure and your
body mass index (BMI), two indicators of general
heart health and/or your risk for heart disease. If
your blood pressure falls outside normal levels or
your BMI is too high, your doctor may recommend
more frequent screenings, as well as strategies to
help you achieve healthier results.
Your BMI is calculated using your height and
weight. Since your height does not change much
over your adult life, maintaining a healthy weight
is important to achieving your BMI goal.
Your blood pressure reading consists of two
numbers. The first systolic, which indicates how
much pressure is being exerted against your
blood vessels when your heart beats. The second
number is diastolic blood pressure, which reflects
the pressure against your atrial walls when the
heart is resting between beats. Both numbers are
important, but more attention is usually given to
systolic blood pressure. It becomes a major risk
factor for cardiovascular disease in men over 50.
Systolic blood pressure typically increases with
age as arteries become stiffer.
No matter your current state of health, your
doctor should talk to you about your lifestyle
habits, including smoking, physical activity and
diet. Maintaining an active lifestyle and choosing
a healthy diet (one rich in fruits and vegetables
and lower in sugar and animal products) are also
key components of all-ages good health.
Ages 18-39
Beginning at age 18, your healthcare provider may start monitoring your cholesterol. (It
may have been checked earlier if you have other
health problems.) If it is normal, you won’t need a
re-check for another five years. If it is higher and
you have other risk factors for cardiovascular disease, your doctor is likely to recommend that you
have it checked more often and should help you
come up with a plan to improve your results.
Cholesterol is an important substance that
your body needs. There are two types of cholester-

ol – HDL cholesterol is good and LDL cholesterol
is bad. Maintaining a healthy ratio is important,
as too much LDL or too little HDL increases the
risk of buildup in the arteries of your heart and
brain, potentially leading to a heart attack or
stroke.
Since your liver produces all the good cholesterol your body needs, it’s important to make
lifestyle choices that promote a healthy ratio of
HDL to LDL cholesterol. This can mean being
strategic about which foods you consume, since
foods that come from animals contain LDL cholesterol, and fresh fruits and vegetables can lower
your LDL levels. Exercise, not smoking and limiting alcohol consumption can also boost your HDL
and lower your LDL.
Ages 40-64
Later in life, you should continue to have
your cholesterol monitored every few years, depending on your health. Your provider may also
encourage you to take a closer look at your current risk level for cardiovascular disease.
Ages 65-75
From ages 65-75, men who have smoked at
any point in their lives should receive a one-time
abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) screening. An
aneurysm refers to an abnormal widening or ballooning of the vessel due to the weakening of artery walls and a ruptured aneurysm is a serious
medical emergency. This screening, which can
be as simple as an ultrasound, can help you and
your provider determine if you have an aneurysm
at risk for rupture, and if you should consider additional treatment options.
If you are concerned about your heart health
at any stage of your life, speak with your primary
care provider, who can refer you to a cardiologist
if needed.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive Achievers Association
meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Generate
Solid Leads

June 3 & June 17

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Conﬁdent
Public Speaker

Aroma Catering
400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie
https://eaanola.org

Improve
Proﬁtability

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Dr. Norman Vince Hill is a double boardcertified pediatrician and adult internal medicine physician. As a child with a chronic illness,
Dr. Hill developed an appreciation for pediatrics
which drove him to pursue a career in medicine.
Dr. Hill attended medical school at the University of Maryland in Baltimore and completed a
dual internal medicine and pediatrics residency at Georgetown University. During residency
Dr. Hill gained exposure to adult and pediatric
primary care and specialized training in pediatric transplant and neonatal intensive care.
To schedule a pediatrics or internal medicine
appointment with Dr. Hill at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner or Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, call 443-9500 or schedule online at www.
ochsner.org.

incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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111 Veterans Blvd

!
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Submit an anonymous tip directly to
the Kenner Police Department about
Criminal / Drug Activity, a Wanted
Subject, or Other Types of Suspicious

M-F Lunch
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Now open
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June is “Men’s
Health Month” – and
that includes the

Sundays 5pm to 8pm
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Should I hire a lawyer to help with my traffic ticket?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Now, more than
ever, the answer is yes!
Although going to traffic court for a traffic
ticket might seem simple enough to handle on your
own, if you want to save time, reduce your risk of exposure, likely pay a lower fine and likely avoid having
your insurance rates go up as a result of a moving violation, you should hire a lawyer.
Lawyers experienced in handling traffic tickets
are well-versed in local traffic laws and can navigate
traffic court much better than someone who is not
familiar with the traffic court system. From moving
violations like speeding tickets, running red lights, or
making an illegal turn, to more serious violations like
driving with a suspended license, traffic ticket attorneys can help in the following ways.
Attending traffic court on your behalf – Amid
the pandemic and the reopening of the courts, traffic courts only allow a small amount of people in the
courthouse at a time due to social distancing guidelines, therefore, the amount of time you wait in court
(or outside) for your case to be heard will likely be
much longer than in pre-pandemic times. In most
cases in traffic court, an attorney can go to court on
your behalf. You don’t have to miss work or school or
spend hours in court dealing with your ticket. In some
parishes, without an attorney, you may even have to
appear in court more than once, either for an arraignment and then a trial, or because you don’t have the
proper paperwork ready when you first go to court. An
attorney, however, can anticipate all the documenta-

tion you may need, and can usually handle the matter
in one relatively quick visit. Furthermore, getting a
traffic ticket and having to appear in court can cause
undue fear, stress and anxiety especially in the midst
of the pandemic, having an attorney, however, can
help alleviate those added burdens.
Possibly reducing the amount of the fine
– Traffic ticket fines can be very costly. Without the
help of an attorney, you might be forced to pay the
maximum fine. An attorney can work to get your fine
reduced or even waived and you won’t have to spend
hours or even up to a full day in traffic court fighting
to pay less money.
Possibly getting the violation amended to a
lesser charge – A good traffic attorney can work to
get your violation reduced from a moving violation to
a non-moving violation or to a lesser charge. Not only
does this reduce the fine, it can reduce the impact to
your driving record and can also help to avoid insurance rate hikes.
Sometimes even getting the ticket dismissed
altogether – Occasionally, lawyers are able to get traffic tickets dismissed over technicalities or other legal
arguments. Attorneys can also examine the ticket and
look for any technical or legal errors that might have
been made when the citation was issued. These are
errors that wouldn’t be noticed by someone unfamiliar
with traffic laws or traffic court procedures. Although
this is not always possible, the chances of you having
your ticket dismissed completely are much higher if
you have an attorney working on your behalf. In some
cases, you might still have to pay a fine, but an attorney

Kenner School Spotlight:
AUDUBON ELEMENTARY

At Audubon, we make it our mission to provide all students appropriate
and challenging instruction. Serving students in grades PK-8, we aim
to inspire and create life-long learners and productive citizens. Our
vision is to create a safe and caring school by working together with
the community to ensure all children will achieve individual success
in academic and personal connections.
All stakeholders come together to “Be the Change,” here at Audubon. We
are only able to provide a safe, productive learning community because
of the parent and community volunteers who show their unwavering
support in the classroom and at school events.
Audubon programs meet the
individual needs of the whole child.
Audubon offers Band, Art, and P.E
as school electives. Students are
supported through a strong special education program, talented/ gifted
program, speech/language therapy, a full-time early intervention social
worker, as well as Section 504 Disability and Act 1903 services.
Dr. Emily Anderson serves as the principal of Audubon Elementary. Audubon
Elementary is represented on the Jefferson Parish School Board by District
IX member Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge.
New student enrollment for grades K-8 for the 2021-22 school year begins
July 6. Publicly funded PK4 spots are available for eligible families.

can help to keep the violation off your driving record.
Many traffic ticket attorneys offer very reasonable rates. Often, the fee an attorney may charge to
handle a traffic ticket on your behalf is far less than
you may expect. The benefits usually far outweigh the
costs, especially amid the current pandemic.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C
in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries,
maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary
areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194
or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Education
Jefferson Parish Schools reflects
on progress as the school year
draws to a close
By James Gray, Ed.D. – Jefferson Parish Schools
Superintendent
As the year draws to a close, I want to take a
moment to thank you for your commitment to making this year a success. To our teachers, support
staff, administrators and district staff, thank you for
showing up every day to ensure the best outcomes
for our students. Thank you to the community who
supported us in making in-person learning a priority
from day one. Thank you to our healthcare partners
for their expert guidance and access to vaccinations when they became available. Thank you to our
school board for their continued commitment to
putting students first. Most of all, thank you to our
students and their families for their positive attitude
and resilience. I’ve said many times that as long as
we keep our students at the heart of every decision,
we will continue to move in the right direction.
We have made great gains this year as a district
and continued to build on the priorities outlined in
2024: The Future Our Kids Deserve. We provided
one-to-one technology access for all students and
purchased 2,900 Promethean boards to support
our teachers. We increased the number of IGNITE
Jefferson Teacher Leaders by 5% and conducted
multiple professional development sessions to help
teachers become more proficient with new technology. We launched the Fast Forward program,
partnering with business and postsecondary institutions to increase the number of associate degrees
earned by our high school students. We created a
Jump Start After Hours program and increased opportunities for our students to earn Industry Based

Credentials, attaining more than 6,697 credentials
to date this year. Additionally, we created an Early
Literacy Leadership Collaborative that resulted in
a research-backed Early Literacy Strategic Plan to
ensure all students are reading on grade-level by
third grade.
With LEAP testing underway, I am proud of
everything our students and teachers have done
to prepare up to this point. Based on benchmark
data, I feel confident we will see strong results when
school performance scores are released this fall.
As we move forward with our plans for the 2021-22
school year, we are in a great position to take all of
these gains and continue to build, just as we are currently doing with our new and innovative Jefferson
Virtual High School and Jefferson Summer Bridge.
Throughout the pandemic, we have been living
through history. We wrote the script for how to reopen schools with high-quality teaching and learning while safeguarding the health of everyone on
campus. It’s been a tough year, but we have so much
to celebrate. Thank you for being the champions our
kids deserve.
Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse
district in Louisiana, serving around 51,000
students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran of public
education and most recently served as Jefferson
Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Advertise in the

The school campus is located at 200 West Loyola Avenue in Kenner.
For more information, please call 504-466-0525 or visit audubon.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary,
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,
Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

468-9125
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Latin American News
Hurricane preparedness
By Rafael E. Saddy
Predictions for
this hurricane season
are 17 named storms.
This prediction is not as active as last year but still
above average with forecasting for eight hurricanes
and three or four major hurricanes. Sea surface temperatures are not as high as 2020, but they are still
fairly warm which is one of the reasons why they are
predicting an active season. Louisiana has a 50-percent probability of landfall hurricanes in 2021. With
COVID-19 still in the picture, here are some ways to
best prepare you for hurricane season.
If you plan to evacuate, consider personal protection equipment when stocking up on supplies
like sealable drinking water and food that could
last for three or four days. All of that is especially
important right now because of the pandemic environment. You may get to a location and you may
not be able to find a store open or available for two
or three days.
Make sure your insurance is up to date. Flood
insurance coverage takes 30 days before it becomes active. Check your roof for hanging or loose
shingles and any leaks to prevent water damage. If
you do not have one, possibly purchase a home generator to supply power until electricity is restored.
Keep important documents and policies in a waterproof container ready to go with you in the event of
an evacuation and keep a copy of your important
computer files on a flash drive.
In the event of an emergency, the state of
Louisiana has the primary responsibility to develop emergency management plans for incidents
and or disasters, but they are only as good as we
understand them and how we prepare to protect
our property and life. The initial actions of prevention, mitigation, preparedness and response and
recovery in most cases are conducted by our local
government.
If the event necessitates a formal declaration
of a state of emergency, city officials will make notifications to Jefferson Parish governing authority
and emergency management officials. If the event

necessitates a formal declaration of a state of emergency by parish officials, notification will be made
to the parish president and the governor’s office.
Assistance by the state will be given when it is determined that the disaster or emergency is beyond
the parish and local capabilities to cope with the disaster or emergency. Federal assistance will supplement state and local effort when it is beyond their
capacity to cope with the disaster or emergency.
The city of Kenner maintains comprehensive
plans that complement and coordinate with Jefferson Parish’s procedures for an emergency. Citizens
must be aware of the proper steps to take during
an emergency.
The brochures listed below are available in
Spanish and can be printed from the city of Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us. They contain
important information concerning the city’s storm
procedures. Click on the “Government” tab and
then “Office of Emergency Management” to access
the following brochures.
City of Kenner – Hurricane Preparedness
City of Kenner – Business Disaster Planning
City of Kenner – Public Assisted Evacuation
City of Kenner – Contraflow Instructions and Map
Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Guide
Community announcements
Louisiana Insurance Commissioner Jim Donelon has updated 2020 hurricane data. Insurers
have increased their estimates of the cost of the
three hurricanes that struck Louisiana by 25 percent since the end of last year. For additional information, contact the Louisiana Dept of Insurance
(LDI) by calling 1-800-259-5300 or visiting www.ldi.
la.gov.
Should you get your COVID-19 vaccine card
laminated? The American Public Health Association counsels against laminating your vaccination
record because that card has blank spaces to record future shots, whether the second dose of a
two-dose regimen or a booster shot should one become necessary. Sealing the card in plastic would

19,405

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?

Call us to advertise! 468-9125

prevent the vaccine provider from adding such
information to the original card.
COVID-19 vaccination – For information about
who is eligible a Spanish information web page can
be found at https://idh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4137.
Names of pharmacies giving vaccines can be found
at https://idh.la.gov/convidvaccine-locations. Community vaccine events can be found at https://idh.
la.gov/index.cfm/calendar/category/40.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
Kenner City webpage – For information about
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city resources and information in Spanish go to
www.kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on Información en Español (information in Spanish).
I leave you with this thought. “We cannot stop
natural disasters, but we can arm ourselves with
knowledge.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for Rafael
E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and
serves on the governing board of directors of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

WE OFFER:
{ One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
{ Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.
{ Early morning
& after work
appointments
available

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

See website for bio, classes
& more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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Airport

Breeze Airways announces new airline service at Armstrong International
New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, the city of
New Orleans and the Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport (MSY), in partnership with
Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards, announced on
May 21, 2021, that Breeze Airways, the new U.S. carrier from JetBlue founder David Neeleman, will launch
service in New Orleans to 10 destinations this July
with MSY serving as an operations base for the airline.
The 10 cities Breeze will launch service to include Charleston, SC (starting July 8); Akron/Canton,
OH (July 15); Bentonville/Fayetteville, AR (July 15);
Huntsville, AL (July 15); Louisville, KY (July 15); Norfolk, VA (July 15); Oklahoma, OK (July 15); Richmond,
VA (July 15); Tulsa, OK (July 15) and Columbus, OH
(July 16). All cities are new destinations for MSY, with
the exception of Louisville and Columbus which are
currently underserved destinations.
“Our recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic is
putting New Orleans on the best track to be one of
the safest places to live and visit,” said Mayor Cantrell.
“This connection to new and more cities shows that
not only are we a safe place to visit, but the right place
to do business. With the expansion and investment
from Breeze Airways, MSY will continue to serve as a
prominent gateway and aviation hub for the state and
the Gulf South region.”
With New Orleans as an operations base for the
airline, Breeze Airways will make a capital investment of $6.6 million at MSY and will create 261 new
direct jobs, with an average salary of $65,000, plus
benefits. Flight crews, maintenance staff and aircraft
will be based in New Orleans. Initially, Breeze Airways
will provide up to nine daily departures on peak days,
with opportunities for more departures in the future.

Breeze flights will arrive and depart at Concourse A, everyone to take advantage of these convenient, lowlocated on the west end of the terminal.
cost flights to new destinations across the country.”
In addition to the New Orleans service, Breeze
“We are extremely proud that Breeze Airways
debuted its full network today, which includes 39
has recognized the vitality of the New Orleans market
nonstop routes between 16 cities in the Southwest, by kicking off with a significant presence at MSY and
Midwest, Southeast and Eastern US. Breeze is Neele- offering greater connectivity to and from this region,”
man’s fifth airline start-up, after JetBlue, Brazil’s Azul, said Kevin C. Dolliole, director of aviation for MSY.
Canada’s WestJet and Utah-based Morris Air, which “With the options for affordable fares to more destinawas later purchased by Southwest Airlines. Head- tions, we believe the New Orleans community is more
quartered in Salt Lake City, Utah, Breeze will focus
than ready to take advantage of everything Breeze
most flights from four main airports – New Orleans, Airways has to offer. I thank Breeze for making this
Tampa, Florida; Charleston, South Carolina and Nor- significant investment in our local economy and I am
folk, Virginia.
confident this is just the beginning of what will be a
Joined by an experienced team of industry vet- long and fruitful partnership.
erans, Neeleman set out to build an airline that offers
Representatives from MSY began discussions
low fares and high flexibility. “Together, we created
with Breeze representatives on new activity in New
Breeze as a new airline merging technology with kind- Orleans in May 2019 and in October 2020, the airline
ness. Breeze provides nonstop service between un- connected with agencies across the city of New Orderserved routes across the U.S. at affordable fares. A leans and state of Louisiana to establish community
staggering 95 percent of Breeze routes currently have
support for this opportunity.
no airline serving them nonstop. With seamless bookLouisiana Economic Development estimates
ing, no change or cancellation fees, up to 24-months of
the project will result in 877 new indirect jobs, for
reusable flight credit and customized flight features
a total of more than 1,138 new jobs in the New Ordelivered via a sleek and simple app, Breeze makes it
leans area.
easy to buy and easy to fly.”
“As we emerge from the pandemic, we under“Breeze Airways coming on board at MSY is not
stand full well the amount of pent-up excitement to
only a major win for New Orleans and the entire Gulf
travel once more, both for excited tourists to experiCoast region, but it’s also a positive sign that recovery
ence our unique and welcoming culture, as well as for
from the impacts of COVID-19 is near,” said Judge
Louisiana residents to explore new destinations,” said
Michael Bagneris, chair of the New Orleans Aviation
Governor Edwards. “Today, I am proud to announce
Board. “As an airport, we are always leaning forward
new destination offerings, courtesy of our latest airand seeking opportunities to provide more flight op- line partner, Breeze Airways. In addition to these
tions to travelers and I am thrilled to announce this
exciting routes, Breeze Airways is also creating great
new partnership with Breeze today. I encourage
new opportunities for our people as they establish
their maintenance base at MSY. We welcome Breeze
Airways and wish them success here in New Orleans
and beyond.”
Breeze Airways selected MSY as part of its initial
slate of destinations, due in part to the city’s broad
appeal for tourism, as well as its position among un-
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Congemi recalled how cold their home was every
winter. They had a wood burning stove for many
years until they got a kerosine burning stove. They
finally got gas heating and cooking in 1965, when
Louie was 16.
Louie learned shoe repair from his dad but
when he graduated college became a teacher in the
Jefferson Parish Public School System. He was attracted to politics and although personally reserved
and soft spoken, he became a good campaigner
who impressed voters with his sincerity. For a long
time he battled a debilitating illness – mitochondrial myopathy, which limits delivery of oxygen to
the muscles. In the quarter of century that I knew
him, I never heard Louie complain about his bad
luck health-wise. To the contrary, he took pride in
being a hard, willing worker. Ironically, although he
had grown up poor, Louie was elected to the Kenner
City Council from Kenner’s 4th District, possibly the
most affluent area in the city.
One of his most controversial votes was against
bringing the Treasure Chest gaming casino to Kenner. He was the only council member who voted
against the Treasure Chest.
When I asked him about it, he said, “It was
what my constituents wanted me to do. They were
overwhelmingly against it. Many thought that a
casino would ruin Kenner. I might not have agreed
with their dire predictions, but I thought that they

derserved markets – a key target for Breeze’s growth
strategy. Additionally, New Orleans is geographically
positioned for both short-haul operations and longerhaul operations in the future.
“As we welcome visitors back to Louisiana, I’m
thrilled Breeze Airways is coming to New Orleans,”
said Louisiana Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser. “With its
direct flight offerings, more travelers will have the opportunity to experience how you can ‘Feed Your Soul’
in Louisiana with delicious food, amazing music and a
culture unlike anywhere else in the world.”
Breeze will operate 13 single-class Embraer
aircraft this summer, flying routes with an average
flight length under two hours. The ten E190 jets will
be configured to seat 108 guests while the three E195
aircraft will have 118 seats. Guests may choose from
fares that include ‘Nice’ regular seating or ‘Nicer’
seats with extra legroom. All Embraer aircraft will
be a two-by-two seat configuration, so there are no
middle seats.
Breeze also has ordered 60 brand new Airbus
A220 aircraft that will be delivered one per month
for five years, starting in October this year. The A220
routes, which will be announced this fall, all will be
longer than two hours’ flight time. The A220s will
include a premium cabin, ‘Nicest,’ in a two-by-two
configuration at the front of the plane. The remainder
of the aircraft will feature a two-by-three seat configuration.
Breeze’s introductory fares start at just $39 and
there are no change or cancellation fees. Guests earn
credit called “BreezePoints” on all purchases that
can be used towards future flights or other ancillary
products, such as bags and seat assignments. Guests
can change or cancel a flight up to 15 minutes before
scheduled departure without penalty. Unused funds
from changes and cancellations are automatically
saved in the guest’s Breeze account and do not expire
for 24 months.

elected me to represent them, and I voted the way
that they wanted me to vote.”
Later, when he was mayor, Louie was grateful
for the revenues the city got from the Treasure Chest
and was glad for the good paying jobs with benefits
the casino provided.
One of Louie’s most interesting, complex relationships was with his older brother, Nick. Nick was
an Army veteran who fought in some bloody battles
in Vietnam. He came home and started a great career with the Kenner Police Department, finally being elected chief at the same time Louie was elected
mayor. I soon learned the brothers did not always
agree. On one occasion, I was in a three-way call
with the two brothers, each in his own office. We
were discussing some issue of the day when, to my
amazement, the two brothers began snapping at
each other, expressing very unbrotherly sentiments.
When we talked about it later, Louie said, “Nick
and I are bound together by an unbreakable brotherly love. But we both have tempers, and we sometimes express ourselves. But it always passes. What
never passes is the special love that binds us and is
always present.”
To which, I say, Amen.
A great tribute to Louie would be a memorial placed in Kenner’s City Park. It was mostly
constructed during Louie’s administration under his
direction. It gave him great pleasure to see families
and kids enjoying the park. In the end, Louie was
just a Hanson City guy who loved Kenner and was
glad to be able to serve his community.
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Vaccinations

Riehm
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important than the education, formation and
development of our children. I look forward to
using my experiences as a teacher, coach, business owner and community leader to positively
influence our schools and the children of Kenner.
We have a solid foundation in place to build an
even brighter future.”
Riehm, who was a teacher and assistant
baseball coach at Hahnville High School in St.
Charles Parish before opening his insurance
business, is president of the Divine Mercy Men’s
Club and board member of the Chad Barcia Athlete Awareness Foundation. He also is a member
of the Kenner Economic Development Committee, Kenner Business Association and Woodlake
Civic Association and a former member of the
Kenner Planning and Zoning Board and the Jefferson Parish Industrial Development Board.
Riehm has coached sports since the age of
13 and at age 19 was head coach of the Kenner
15-year-old Babe Ruth Allstars that captured the
city’s first Babe Ruth baseball state championship in 2001.
Riehm is currently head coach of the Gibbs
Construction Cardinals American Legion baseball team that was American Legion state champion in 2016-2017 and in 2019. In 2019, the team
reached the American Legion World Series and
was a national semi-finalist, finishing third out
of 3,700 teams.
“I am excited that Danny has agreed to this
important volunteer position working with the
many excellent schools in our city,” Mayor Zahn
said. “His extensive experience as a coach, a
business owner and civic and business leader –
and of course as a husband and father – makes
him a perfect choice. There is nothing more important than our kids and their education.”

months now, the Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention (CDC) approved the use of Pfizer’s
and BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine for kids as
young as 12 last month in May under emergency
use authorization (EUA).
“The availability of this vaccine to this
larger group is another positive step in moving
our state and community toward herd immunity.
Adults and kids will be better protected from
COVID-19, and we can all start to get back to
the things our community is known for,” said
Stephen Robinson, Jr., CEO, Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. “We also encourage you to speak
with your pediatrician if you have any questions
related to your child receiving the vaccine.”
Ochsner Health is offering COVID-19 at
many sites in and around the community for
residents to receive the vaccine, in many cases
partnering with local schools and other organizations. Last month in May, Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner partnered with Kenner Discovery School to offer vaccinations to students,
their families and community members interested in receiving their shot.
“I’ve heard that when vaccines are available within a one-mile radius of people’s homes,
they are more likely to get the vaccine,” said
Patty Glaser, CEO and head of the school. “And
schools are anchors in our communities – anchors of trust.”
Visit Ochsner.org/vaccineinfo for a list of
Ochsner community vaccination events. Those
interested in scheduling an appointment can do
so via the MyOchsner portal at my.ochsner.org
or by calling 1-844-888-2772. Appointments are
encouraged and walk-ups are welcome.
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Hemingway Daiquiri
By foodieforone.com
Looking for a refreshing drink this summer. Below
are the ingredients for a pint-sized serving.
You can freeze overnight for a slushy daiquiri
consistency, serve over ice or shake and strain
to serve up in a stemmed glass. No matter how
you enjoy it, this cocktail will certainly become
your new summer favorite. This drink dates back
to the 1920s when it was created and named after
Ernest Hemmingway at a bar in Havana, Cuba.
INGREDIENTS
8 ounces light rum; 2 ounces maraschino liqueur; 2 ounces
fresh squeezed grapefruit juice; 3 ounces fresh squeezed lime
juice; 1 ounce simple syrup (Hemmingway drank the cocktail
without any sweetener, so sweeten to your preference)
Pro tip: For a lighter and effervescent finish top your drink with your favorite non-flavored mineral
or sparkling water.

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments
and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com.
For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
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OVER $ 10 MILLION
IN JACKPOTS PAID
SO FAR THIS YEAR!

We are working hard to
ensure your comfort
and safety.

Social Distancing

Complimentary
Face Covering

Frequent
Machine Cleaning

Hand Sanitizer
Stations Available

Visit Treasurechest.com/boyd-clean to learn more
about our health and safety initiatives.

Hot New Slots!
Coming Soon to
Treasure Chest!

CASINO HOURS

TABLE GAMES OPEN
Monday & Tuesday • 4:00pm - 2:00am
Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday • Noon - 2:00am
Friday & Saturday • Noon - 5:00am

Sunday - Thursday • 8:00am - 2:00am
Friday & Saturday • 8:00am - 5:00am
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