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Shanes donate
mascot sculpture to
St. Elizabeth School
Henry and
Pat Shane recently donated
an eagle mascot
sculpture to St.
Elizabeth Ann
Seton School
(SEAS), which is
located in Kenner at 4335 Sal
Lentini Parkway. The sculpture is in the median in front of Divine Mercy Church.
“I contacted artist Frank Ledbetter, who
has completed a number of sculptures located in Kenner, after a request of Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn, to add a sculpture to honor the
school by featuring its mascot.”
Shane said Ledbetter sent sketches that
were approved by Divine Mercy pastor, Reverend Father Robert T. Cooper and SEAS principal, Joan Kathmann.
The eagle sculpture is constructed of
stainless steel and is 13 feet tall with a wingspan of eight feet. The body of the eagle has
a bronze patina, a unique process that Ledbetter has developed over his many years of
sculpturing in stainless steel.

The city of Kenner will hold an inauguration of its nine elected officials on July 1, 2022.
A new mayor, Michael Glaser, and a new police
chief, Keith Conley, will be sworn in.
Both incumbent Kenner council-at-large
members, Kristi K. McKinney, District A, and
Tom Willmott, District B, and two district council incumbents, Kenner District 4 Councilman

George Branigan and Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan will take their oaths and
resume office.
Three new district council members, Kenner District 1 Councilwoman Dee Dunn, Kenner
District 2 Councilman Ronnie Scharwath and
Kenner District 3 Councilman Joey LaHatte III,
will also be sworn in and take their seats.

CITY OF KENNER
INAUGURATION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
Friday, July 1 • Pontchartrain Center • Public Invited
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Upscale Seton Parc Subdivision construction soon to start
By Allan Katz
Demolition of the iconic Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton School on St Elizabeth Drive has just been completed and
in its place will begin the construction
of a new residential development – an
upscale addition to the Seton Parc
subdivision. The school had already
been relocated to a new campus on Sal
Lentini Drive allowing Fred Mesa, the
developer, the opportunity to make the
winning bid to the New Orleans Arch-

diocese for the 9-acre site. Mesa plans
to build higher-end homes, noting that
he had originally planned on building 42
houses, but buyers are already requesting to consolidate lots for double the
space.
“We are finishing the removal of
the debris from the demolition,” said
Mesa, a Metairie builder with 50 plus
years of experience in residential and
commercial construction. “Next, we
will begin cutting in roads.” Mesa also
page 15

Looking back at 2021 hurricane season,
looking forward to 2022 season
The 2021 Atlantic hurricane season was the third-most active Atlantic hurricane
season on record, producing 21 named storms. It was also the second season in a row
after 2020, and third overall, in which the designated 21-name list of storm names was
exhausted. It was the sixth consecutive year in which there was above-average tropical
cyclone activity.
The year 2021 will be long remembered in Kenner as the year the city encountered yet another major storm that brought widespread damage to the community.
Hurricane Ida made landfall in Louisiana at Category 4 strength, 16 years to the day
that Hurricane Katrina crossed the coastline.
A broad low-pressure area began developing in the Caribbean on August 24. Moving northwestward, Ida strengthened quickly, reaching hurricane status late on August
27. The storm strengthened to a Category 2 hurricane early on August 29 and to a
page 14

Site of former St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School

Ochsner Health recommends staying
up to date with pediatric visits and
vaccines
Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood (OHC-Driftwood), located at 2120 Driftwood
Boulevard, has provided quality care to the Kenner community and the surrounding
area for 31 years. The healthcare needs of everyone in the family – babies, children,
teens and adults – can be cared for by the expert medical team of professionals at
OHC-Driftwood.
Comprehensive primary care services and specialties offered at OHC-Driftwood
include pediatrics, family medicine, internal medicine, acute care, well child, adolescent, preventive healthcare, women’s healthcare, radiology, laboratory, diabetes care,
smoking cessation services and chronic care management such as asthma and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).
page 15
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Kenner

GIVE HELP

DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by
check or money order payable to

GIVE HELP
GET HELP
To Give Help
or Get Help
Please call
(504) 468-7204
for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank
is located at
317 Oxley Street,
Kenner, Louisiana 70062.

KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop off to
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations

Accepted on Mondays & Wednesdays
from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP

The Kenner Food Bank
strives to serve
all citizens of the
City in need of assistance.
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RANKED BY J.D. POWER, RATED BY OUR CUSTOMERS

#1

IN CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION
WITH LARGE AIRPORTS

ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE
IN FOOD/BEVERAGE & RETAIL

For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards
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from The Editor
With COVID-19 fading, Armstrong International Airport ready for surge in business
By Allan Katz
After two years of
the COVID-19 pandemic pounding the aviation
industry, the gleaming,
billion-dollar Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is ready for a major surge in arrivals and
departures of thousands of travelers.
Opened in 2020, the new airport in the center of
Kenner – nationally ranked as one of America’s best for
the first time in its history – was ready for business when
the full impact of COVID-19 fell upon the aviation industry and U.S. airports.
Armstrong Director of Aviation Kevin Dolliole, a
native New Orleanian, and his staff saw their optimistic
hopes scuttled as the flying business was reduced to a
fraction of 2019 levels. Some estimated that at the worst
of COVID-19, passenger volume at Armstrong International was off 95 percent and concessions businesses at
the airport reportedly were off 97 percent.
But Dolliole, like many who were raised in South
Louisiana, is an eternal optimist who wakes up every
morning thinking today will be better than yesterday and

next week will be great. He believes that the American
economy is trending in the right direction despite its current problems. With the fading of COVID, he hopes that
in a year or two pent-up demand will have the American
economy clicking on all cylinders, including in South
Louisiana. He believes that when things get better, the
new airport will easily eclipse the old airport’s top record
of serving 11 million passengers in a year.
Accordingly, Dolliole and his staff have drafted a
series of advisories for the public as they anticipate a
significant uptick in business.
There are Mother’s Rooms located on each concourse for nursing mothers. Each room is equipped with
sinks, outlets and changing tables. In addition, all restrooms are equipped with changing tables so dads can
change diapers as well.
Check parking availability before arriving at the
airport. Save time by visiting flyMSY.com to see which
parking option is open and head there directly. The
airport offers four parking options, including long term,
short term, surface lot located within walking distance of
the terminal, or economy parking located a short shuttle
ride from the terminal.
Check your bags in the ParkMSY Express Economy
garage and skip the ticket counter when you arrive at the

terminal. With low rates of $12 per day, covered parking
and convenient shuttle service, it’s a good alternative.
Find more information at www.parkmsyexpress.com.
Plan ahead using the airport website. View the facility map, review answers to frequently asked questions
and check your flight status all in one place – flyMSY.
com.
Discover the many kid-friendly restaurant options.
Visit one of the amazing restaurants where you can find
kid-approved meals like grilled cheese, burgers and
chicken nuggets. A full list of restaurants and their hours
of operation can be found at www.flymsy.com/shopdinning-relax.
If you forgot something, the airport has got you
covered. Travel essential stores can be found throughout
the facility.
Save time with mobile retail options. Skip the line
at Starbuck’s from their app ahead of time. Also, the
CNBC store on Concourse B offers Mishi Pay, an easy way
to get out of the store quickly – scan your purchases on
your phone, pay and go.
Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the airport. Just
connect to MSY-FI and you’re on. Check social media
or download a last-minute movie. A paid version is also
available for a faster connection.

Bring a friend or family member to your gate with
the MSY Guest Pass. Even if they’re not traveling, nonticketed visitors can register 24 hours in advance, pick
up their guest pass from the Customer Service Desk and
go through security like a passenger. Register at www.
flymsy.com/msy-guest-pass.
For those with children or family members with
hidden disabilities, stop by the Customer Service Desk
for a bracelet or lanyard. The Hidden Disabilities program allows airport staff to identify those in need of an
extra level of customer service by use of a sunflower lanyard or bracelet. This program provides an extra level of
care for those coping with such issues as autism, anxiety,
low vision and more.
In the event that you find yourself traveling by air
in the coming year, be sure to check out the Armstrong
International website at www.flyMSY.com before going
to the airport. In the coming months and years, I believe
it will become clear that Armstrong International will be
one of Kenner’s greatest assets generating hundreds of
good jobs with benefits and tax revenues for the city’s
treasury.
Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@gmail.
com.
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Violence is everywhere in New Orleans
By Jeff Crouere
For many decades,
New Orleans earned the
unfortunate reputation
of being a very violent
city. Often, FBI statistics would confirm that New Orleans was the “Murder Capital” of the country, with the
nation’s highest homicide rate per capita.
The reasons for the rampant crime are multifaceted and include an extreme poverty and unemployment
rate, substandard public schools, massive amounts of
illegal drugs flowing in city neighborhoods and a high
percentage of broken families. Thus, for successive generations of young people in New Orleans, violence has
been a way of life.
Historically, while New Orleans was a violent city,
the crime was largely confined to poor neighborhoods. In
previous years, it was relatively safe to live in the nicer
neighborhoods such as Uptown or the Garden District.
Unfortunately, those days are long gone. There
are no more safe havens for New Orleans residents. For
example, there was a recent stabbing on St. Charles Avenue, the premier street in New Orleans. While in the
Tulane University area, armed carjackings are a regular
occurrence.
New Orleans is the victim of a poor economy, coupled with a broken criminal justice system. When police
arrest young offenders, these individuals are usually released in short order. Even worse, most violent criminals
are never arrested. In fact, the “clearance” rate for 2021
murders in New Orleans was only 33%, far below the national average of 54%.
Some of the real problems facing New Orleans are
a surging violent crime problem and a lack of police officers. According to Rafael Goyeneche, president of the
Metropolitan Crime Commission (MCC), the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) has a severe staffing
shortage that is only getting worse.
While New Orleans needs approximately 1,550
police officers to keep the citizens safe, Goyeneche says
that NOPD has fewer than one thousand officers on the
force today. Every year, the NOPD loses a considerable

number of police officers to resignation or retirement,
while the recruiting classes have been small. Last year,
over 150 officers left the NOPD, while only forty-four new
recruits were added to the department.
The shortage of police officers began during the
last mayoral administration when budget cuts resulted
in the cancellation of new recruitment classes of officers.
Since that time, the deficit has only been growing. This
has been catastrophic for New Orleans residents, but
a boon to nearby parishes. Neighboring police departments are benefitting from the exodus of quality police
officers from New Orleans.
Police officers are leaving due to the broken criminal justice system and the unsafe conditions they face
on the streets of New Orleans. Another reason for the
department’s workforce shortage is the lackluster salaries, which have not risen in recent years. Goyeneche believes a serious pay raise is necessary to stop the departure of additional officers to adjacent police departments.
It is imperative that New Orleans Mayor LaToya
Cantrell and members of the New Orleans City Council
take immediate action to ensure the NOPD can expand
their recruitment efforts and increase police salaries. A
shortage of six hundred police officers is unacceptable
to the residents who live in New Orleans and the tourists
who visit the city.
With a declining police force, it is no surprise that
crime has exploded in recent years. Since a relatively
safe 2019, the murder rate soared in 2020 and 2021. According to the personal finance website, WalletHub, New
Orleans experienced the nation’s highest per capita
increase in homicide since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Last year, there were 218 murders in New Orleans,
an 8% increase from the previous year. It was the highest murder total since before Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
when almost 100,000 more people lived in the city. WalletHub reported that there were “18 homicides per 100,000
residents” in the second quarter of 2021, which topped
every other city in the country.
Unfortunately, those tragic trends only set the
stage for an even more violent 2022. This year, the murder rate has increased to unimaginable levels.
Based on statistics provided by the MCC, the mur-

der rate in 2022 is 56% higher than the rate at this point
last year. Over the past few months, there have been
multiple mass shootings in different neighborhoods of
the city, such as the French Quarter and the Marigny.
It is not only the murder rate that has skyrocketed
in New Orleans. The latest MCC crime report shows that
compared to last year at this time, carjackings have increased by 17%, while armed robberies have jumped 22%.
In each one of these cases there are innocent victims, grieving family members and concerned neighbors
who are dealing with the pain and anxiety that is associated with surging crime and the uncomfortable reality
that safety no longer exists in New Orleans.
This summer, like usual, the NOPD will receive
assistance from members of the Louisiana State Police
(LSP) to patrol the French Quarter. Hopefully, this year’s
partnership will be particularly effective, but, in recent
years, it has not been enough to deter the regular outbursts of violent crime in the city’s most popular tourist
destination.
Along with assistance from the LSP, hardworking neighborhood activists like renowned crime fighter
Nadra Enzi, aka Captain Black, believe it is time for the
Louisiana National Guard to be stationed in New Orleans.
He is convinced that their presence will allow the NOPD
to focus on patrolling the city’s most dangerous neighborhoods.
Hopefully, all these steps will start to turnaround
the rapid increase of violent crime in New Orleans. Otherwise, the city’s population, like the NOPD, will continue to decrease as residents look for safer communities to
live and raise their families.

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs
locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio
station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere,
a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries
on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.
JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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FREE ESTIMATES
504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding
Hedging
Dirt spreading
Fencing
Construction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned • Fully Insured • 504-432-3548
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Government
Take hurricane precautions now
and don’t forget pets
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
After two years
facing some of the
strongest hurricanes ever to hit Kenner in Zeta and
Ida, it’s absolutely vital for all residents to complete
their storm preparations for this season as soon as
possible.
That’s exactly what we’re doing in the city as we
review the previous hurricane season to make sure
the city is as prepared as possible for the June 1 –
Nov. 30 season.
I asked Kenner Emergency Management Director Doug Dodt to provide some hurricane season
preparation tips in this issue of the Kenner Star, and
that information is also available on the city website
at www.kenner.la.us.
I’d like to urge everyone to take into account
any lessons personally learned in dealing with Ida
and Zeta, just as we are doing in the city, and to create a hurricane plan that includes all members of the
family – including pets.
Don’t wait until a storm is strengthening in
the Gulf of Mexico and heading our way to fight the
crowds at local stores to get hurricane supplies. This
is also the time to decide where you and your loved
ones will go in the event you decide to evacuate.
If you decide to stay, make sure you have all the
emergency supplies you need for at least a week or
longer – Entergy estimates even a Category 1 storm

can knock out power for an average of 7 days. Other
items for your supply kit include battery-operated
lights, non-perishable food, water, flashlight, first-aid
kit and battery-operated fans.
And please keep these pet tips in mind now as
you complete your family’s storm plan:
Make sure your pet is current on all shots.
Have your pet micro-chipped and be sure
your pet always wears an ID collar.
Keep recent photos of your pet on hand.
Create a list of your pet’s medical conditions
and any medications.
Keep contact information for your veterinarian with you at all times.
Create a pet emergency kit with at least a
three-day supply of food in an air-tight container,
water, a first aid kit and a crate or pet carrier.
If you’ve been through any storms before, you
know there can sometimes be very little time to be
ready to evacuate or to prepare to ride out the storm.
Complete your family storm plan now, make sure everyone in your family has a copy of the plan and then
let’s all hope there’s no need to put that plan into action this season.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
504-468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Preparation tips before the next
storm arrives
theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm

Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm

18 Pack

Ice Cold

KEG BEER o Go!

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light,
miller lite, and
coors lite

T

PACKAGE BEER

6.99

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Coors Lite

19.99

CAJUNLAND

CHECK OUT OUR

Bud

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Bud Lite

22.99
Miller Lite

COKE PRODUCTS

COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE PRODUCTS
.49
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12 PACK

By Doug Dodt – Kenner Emergency Management Director
Your home is
likely your largest
personal investment.
It also provides shelter for you and your family. Knowing how to secure your home in the event of damaging winds and flooding is extremely important. As the
2022 hurricane season approaches, be prepared to
protect your home.
Make sure your home is in good repair and up
to local hurricane building code specifications to
withstand wind impacts. Many retrofits are not as
costly or time consuming as you may think. Contact
Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department for more
information on local permits and requirements at
504-468-4064, option 1.
On an annual basis, review insurance policies
(homeowners, flood, automobile, boat, renters) to
ensure you have sufficient coverage for your home
and personal property. Consult an insurance professional for advice.
Conduct an inventory of your home, both interior and exterior. Video and make a detailed list of
your home’s features and its contents.
If you’re a renter, work with your landlord now
to prepare your home for a storm.
Be prepared to cover all of your windows, either with hurricane shutters or wood. Make sure to
have a sufficient supply of plywood or aluminum
panels to board up windows and doors.
Acquire some tarps, plastic sheeting, roofing
nails, duct tape, hammer, ladder and other materials and tools for emergency repairs that may need

to be made.
Acquire sandbags to place around doors to keep
out water.
Although tape can prevent glass from shattering everywhere, tape does not prevent the window
from breaking.
Keep trees and shrubs trimmed and clear rain
gutters. Broken tree limbs can cause injury, property
damage and knock out power lines.
Clean out storm drains around your property.
If you see a street drain that requires attention, notify Kenner’s Public Works Department at 504-4687515 or use the online citizen request form at www.
kenner.la.us/pages/section_3_347.asp.
When a storm approaches, bring in all outdoor
furniture, garbage cans, decorations, flower pots
and anything else that is not tied down or that can
fly about.
Reinforce your garage doors. They are usually
most vulnerable to high winds.
If possible, move your car inside a garage or to
another secure location.
If winds become strong, stay away from windows and doors. Close, secure and brace internal
doors if possible.
If you intend to use a generator, make sure to
have a professional install and inspect it to ensure it
complies with local building and safety codes. Make
certain you read the instructions before using a generator. Store fuel far away from the device and don’t
refuel while the generator is running. Never run a
next page
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It has been a pleasure serving
you
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
As this will be
my last Kenner Star
column as your chief of police, I humbly thank you, the
citizens of Kenner, for allowing me to serve in this vital capacity for the last eight years. It has truly been a
labor of love and I am proud to share some of our successes with you at this time.
First, none of our successes would be possible
without the dedication and devotion of the brave members of the Kenner Police Department. Their faithful
tenacity, even in the face of adversity in events such as
Hurricane Ida, defines the law enforcement profession.
KPD members definitely deserve an A+ for making
Kenner a safer place to live, work and raise our families.
I also wish to express my appreciation to the Kenner City Council for working with the Kenner Police
Department to supply the manpower and tools to fight
and prevent crime. By working together as a team, we
were provided the means to enhance the security of
our streets and neighborhoods, which is no easy task
given our location as the transportation hub for the
metropolitan New Orleans area.
Of course, our fellow area law enforcement professionals have also been of tremendous assistance in
keeping our city safer. Sheriff Joseph Lopinto and the
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office have fostered a close
working relationship with our department, sharing
vital information and equipment whenever necessary
and requested. Jefferson Parish District Attorney Paul
Connick, Jr. has also supported our efforts through
professional prosecutions, thus removing numerous
criminals from our community. We also appreciate
my fellow chiefs of police from both Jefferson Parish
and throughout Louisiana, who have also shared many
crime fighting ideas throughout the years. The federal
and state agencies, from the U.S. Departments of Justice and Homeland Security, the Louisiana Attorney
General’s Office and the Louisiana State Police have
also been invaluable in offering their resources whenever called upon.
Technology has been a great friend and tool of
law enforcement over the years, but more so today
than at any other time. In the past eight years, to help

our police officers prevent and fight crime even further,
our department has strategically placed digital license
plate reader systems throughout the entire city. These
systems have allowed our officers to swiftly identify
criminals and/or the vehicles utilized in the commission of criminal activities, resulting in numerous arrests. We can only imagine what crime fighting technology will be available to us in the coming years that will
make our neighborhoods even more secure than they
already are!
Finally, I wish to thank you, the citizens of Kenner, for supporting and working with our department
in helping make the past eight years very successful for
all of us. Whether you have attended the Kenner Citizen Police Academy, participated in the National Night
Out Against Crime, been active in a civic organization
or just keep a vigilant eye out in your neighborhood, you
have contributed to the safety of the Kenner community through your involvement. By staying involved, you
will guarantee our families’ wellbeing for many years
to come.
On July 1, 2022, Chief-elect Keith Conley will assume the solemn responsibilities as the head law enforcement executive of our fine city. I am confident he
will enjoy even greater successes in the coming years of
his tenure with the support of the entire city of Kenner,
the members of the Kenner Police Department and our
law enforcement community. Of course, I will always
be available to him for any guidance and counsel I can
offer when needed.
Again, it has been a pleasure serving you. Angela
and I thank you always for your endless confidence
and support these past eight years. We will eternally be
grateful.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download
the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for
both Apple and Android devices and access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages
for the latest updated crime, traffic and other law
enforcement-related information.

Government
Kenner City Council upcoming meeting dates for June
The Kenner City Council’s upcoming June meeting dates will be Thursday, June 2, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. On
Friday, June 24, 2022, the council meeting will be held at
11:00 a.m.
Until further notice, all Kenner City Council meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building (north entrance)
in The Esplanade mall located at 1401 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner.
The council meeting will be live streamed on the

city of Kenner’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment.
Each meeting also will be available for viewing afterward in its entirety on the KennerTV YouTube channel,
although not immediately because of provider limitations,
at www.youtube.com/user/kennertvonline.
To see the upcoming council meeting agendas and
future meeting dates, visit the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.

Dodt

nonprofit Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)
at www.flash.org.
Disaster Safety.Org is another very comprehensive site with tips, guides and checklists for making
your home hurricane ready. Visit https://disastersafety.
org/hurricane/hurricane-ready-residential.

from previous page

generator inside the home or garage. Generators
need to be outside, away from the residence. The current recommendations from safety experts are that
they should be positioned at least 20 feet from any
door, window or vent.
For some very helpful do-it-yourself guides on
safeguarding your home from disasters, check out the

Doug Dodt is the director of Emergency Management for the city of Kenner. For more information,
link to the city’s official webpage at www.kenner.la.us.

The Urology care
you need, right here in
your neighborhood
June is men’s health month so what
better time to get your urologic
healthcare back on track.
At Ochsner, our urological team provides
comprehensive and specialized medical
and surgical care. The Kenner team
treats a wide range of conditions like
kidney stones, enlarged prostates,
urinary incontinence and
erectile dysfunction.

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065
To schedule an appointment,
call 504-608-1069
or visit ochsner.org/schedule
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Different forms of memory loss
By Michelle Lovitt
Forgetfulness is
not an uncommon
thing.
However,
there comes the point when it can become more

worrying, particularly in the elderly. This
more common form of memory loss, which is not
caused by any medical conditions, is known as “ageassociated memory impairment.” Alzheimer’s and
other kinds of dementia, on the other hand, are de-

SALE PENDING!

$349,999
2208 N Atlanta Street. • Metairie

SALE PENDING!

SOLD!

$299,900
43 Eugenie Court • New Orleans

$119,000
4421 Yale Street #C • Metairie

SALE PENDING!

SOLD!

$189,000
4007 Colorado Street • Kenner

Listed 299,999 / Sold $325,000
24 Forstall Avenue • Kenner

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential • Commercial
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.
Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

www.chateaucafe.com

Excellent Burgers

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

Losing the ability to find things
People with memory loss will have difficulty
putting things in the right place and then backtracking to find those items. This confusion can
also cause them to accuse others of stealing those
objects.
Regular lapses in judgment
Making a bad decision once in a while is human error. But people with Alzheimer’s experience
unusual lapses in judgment, such as changes in
decision making about money management and
personal hygiene.
Withdrawal from social activities
Early signs of Alzheimer’s can include a disconnection with social interaction and activity. People who begin to experience symptoms of memory
loss may show a reluctance to joining in with activities that had been enjoyable in the past.
Personality changes
While everyone has a bad day now and again,
people with memory loss often experience changes
in personality and mood. They can become easily
upset when out of their comfort zone, or experience
bouts of confusion, depression, fear and anxiety.
People with Alzheimer’s don’t know they
have it, so it’s not as if they can let their family
know something is wrong. Knowing what to watch
for will help to keep a loved one safe. When more
than a few of these issues appear, it might be time
to begin exploring your options for memory care.
While no one wants to have to make the decision to
move an aging parent out of their home, there may
come a time when that choice is in their best interest. Overall, staying engaged and connected helps
adults living with Alzheimer’s disease or a related
form of dementia enjoy a better quality of life.
Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon
Care Homes with two locations at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue and at 820 Phosphor Avenue, currently under construction and expected to be
opened in fall of 2022. For more information
and to schedule a personal tour of either home,
call 504-290-1717 or email info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit Audubon Care Homes’ website
at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

Finance

Inside Dining
Available!

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

fined as brain diseases, and they can cause much
more severe memory loss.
When we begin to see shifts in our elderly parent’s physical or mental well-being, they might also
begin to worry and wonder about what could be
happening to them. They probably won’t be sure if
they are just dealing with the normal side effects of
aging or if it’s a more serious matter, like Alzheimer’s or a similar form of dementia.
When memory loss advances to the point that
it hinders hobbies, family relationships, work-life
and social activities, then this might be the early
signs of Alzheimer’s, dementia or another disease
that mimics dementia. By reviewing the following
early signs of dementia, you’ll be better able to understand your loved one’s mental state.
Forgetting recently learned things
Everyone forgets things now and then. But if
a loved one is regularly forgetting recently learned
information, such as appointments, dates or names,
and not remembering those things later, it could be
an early sign of dementia.
Difficulty working with numbers
Occasional errors balancing the checkbook
are normal. Regularly misunderstanding numbers
or measurements that are familiar, like quantities
in a recipe, can be a memory loss symptom.
Inability to complete daily tasks
Another early sign of Alzheimer’s is the inability to complete familiar tasks like putting clothes
away in the correct drawers or remembering how
to get to a friend or relative’s house.
Confusion about time or place
Everyone can confuse a day of the week from
time to time. But people with dementia forget
where they are or have trouble understanding the
passing of time or seasons.
Being repetitive
Memory loss affects behavior, so early signs
of Alzheimer’s can include repeating words, asking
the same questions over and over, repeating tasks
or obsessively collecting items.
Problems with words
Another sign of dementia or memory loss
symptom is a constant struggle with finding or using the right word or following or joining a conversation.

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Faster processing of disability claims
for people with Alzheimer’s disease
By Maria T. Alvarez
Currently, more
than five million
Americans suffer from
Alzheimer’s disease. Since the onset of Alzheimer’s
can occur in people before they retire, it may strike
during an individual’s working years, preventing
gainful employment as the disease progresses.
As a result, people with Alzheimer’s disease
and their caregivers must figure out how they’ll
pay for care. Our benefits and services are vital to
people with early-onset Alzheimer’s who are unable
to work and have no other source of income.
For more than a decade, Social Security has
included early-onset Alzheimer’s disease in our list
of Compassionate Allowances program. The program identifies debilitating diseases and medical
conditions so severe they meet our disability stan-

dards. Compassionate Allowances allow for faster
processing of disability claims for individuals with
early-onset Alzheimer’s disease and several other
neurodegenerative disorders.
You can read more about our Compassionate
Allowances program at www.ssa.gov/compassionateallowances. To learn more about how Social Security disability insurance works and to apply for
benefits, visit our disability page at www.ssa.gov/
disability. Please share these resources with friends
and family.
Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Administration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisiana. To find your local SSA office phone number
go to https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For
more Social Security information, call the toll-free
phone number, 1-800-772-1213.
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Banking
Live simply
By Guy Williams
The
inflation
numbers continue to
roll in and the news
is bad. April inflation
showed a slight decline from 8.5% to 8.3%. This slight
improvement unfortunately looks problematic when
examined in detail because almost all the decline
came from a dip in gasoline prices that have since reversed. The concerning news was that price increases
have spread broadly to food, travel and entertainment.
Airline prices rose at the fastest rate ever – up 18.6%
from the prior year.
Airlines are struggling because consumers excited by the end of the mask mandate are filling all
available seats. In the meantime, airlines are unable
to hire enough workers from pilots to ground crews to
satisfy demand. One of my pilot friends had previously
applied to be an airline pilot with no success. Last
month three airlines called him back and two offered
him jobs. Employee shortages are compounded by
higher jet fuel prices and longer more expensive international routes since airlines no longer fly over Russia
or Ukraine. All these factors mean higher ticket prices
just as the summer travel season begins.
Supply chain issues have been compounded by
new China shutdowns and are leading to higher prices
for manufactured goods. Autos continue to be in short
supply, so car companies are increasing prices. New
car prices increased by13.2% from the prior year. New
cars now mostly sell for sticker price or more. Manufacturer subsidies that used to make leasing an attractive alternative to buying have disappeared increasing
the cost of a leased vehicle.

The result of all this inflation is a very difficult
life for consumers as wage growth has not kept up with
the increase in prices.
So, the challenge for all of us is how to work
through this difficult time. Supply chains have not been
able to keep up with demand. This problem will work
itself out over time, but the immediate pain is real.
There is a way to help both your personal situation
and the market in general. The solution is to simplify.
We have lots of purchase options and through online markets the ability to buy almost anything. We also
have the seldom used option to not buy now. If we all
choose to buy fewer things, we can reduce the pressure
on the supply chain. One of my friends recently went 30
days without making a purchase. He and his wife cooked
out of the food pantry and the freezer. They also did not
shop for anything and rode their bicycles to work. They
told me that it was a challenge but by the third week they
were so invested in the challenge that they didn’t want to
fail in their quest. They saved a lot of money but did end
up eating some odd meals at the end of the month.
The one month no purchase plan may be extreme but one week or three days could be doable. The
point is not to become a monk but by reducing our own
consumption make more goods available for people on
fixed incomes who struggle to live month to month.
None of us can control inflation but most of us
can simplify and reduce pressure on the supply chain.
So, the challenge is to live simply so that others can
simply live.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Missy Criswell, vice-president and
branch manager can be contacted at 504-544-6340.
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender,
can be contacted at 504-565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

MetOrleansFencing@gmail.com
Blake Kaiser: 504-390-1103
Brandon Rankin: 504-329-5727

LOCAL • INSURED

Adult Sitting & CareGiving Services

We are licensed & insured.

Available 24 hours/day, 7 days/week

Reliable Sitters & CareGivers

CALL 504-305-6160

“Our main goal is to
make your Loved Ones
comfortable and
cherished while under
our care.”

FAX: 504-305-6996 • P.O. BOX 1283, Kenner, LA 70063

Health
The importance of a primary
care doctor for men
By Mehul Sheth, M.D.
June is Men’s
Health Month, a time
dedicated to addressing men’s health issues, promoting
healthy living and encouraging routine doctor visits. Men
are often notorious for avoiding the doctor until the absolute last minute, and this approach to healthcare can
cause a challenge.
Having an ongoing relationship with a primary care
physician is essential to staying healthy. Living a healthy
lifestyle, getting regular exams and addressing any issues
that arise with your primary care team may help prevent
disease. Chronic medical diseases like diabetes, obesity,
hypertension, heart disease and high cholesterol are some
of the common problems causing men to die prematurely
while in the prime of their lives.
Men can combat chronic diseases by following
these three simple tips:
Find a primary care doctor. Choose one you’re
comfortable with, so you can openly discuss all aspects of your health.
See that doctor. Just because you are feeling well
doesn’t mean you are well.
Get informed. You do want to be knowledgeable and
understand that you shouldn’t ignore symptoms or complaints, but you don’t want to self-diagnose.
Ideally, you should visit your primary care doctor
for an annual wellness exam once a year. As you get

older, certain health risks may increase and your physician may recommend appointments more frequently or
suggest certain screenings.
It’s important to know what screenings you need
and at what age you need them.
Blood pressure screenings should be done once
a year. If the top number is 140 or greater or the bottom number is 90 or greater, schedule an appointment
with your doctor.
Cholesterol screening and heart disease prevention should be checked every five years.
Prostate screenings are recommended starting
at age 55, although men at high risk may consider
earlier screening.
Cancer experts have lowered the age for your
first colon screening from 50 to 45 years of age because
colon cancer is rising in younger people.
Take care of yourself and make sure you are in tip
top shape. Visit a primary care doctor for regular checkups and screenings.
Dr. Mehul Sheth earned his medical degree from
Tulane University School of Medicine and completed his
residency in family medicine at East Jefferson General
Hospital. Dr. Sheth is board-certified in family medicine
and has been at Ochsner Health since 2009. To schedule
an appointment with Dr. Sheth at Ochsner Health CenterKenner located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner,
call 504-464-8506 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.
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GOT GOLD
or SILVER
SILVER?
?
WE PAY
CASH!!
PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 504-305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com
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Market decline offers buying opportunities
By Christina Sulli Wilson
The financial
markets have gotten
off to a rocky start
this year. What’s
caused this volatility? And does it present opportunities for patient investors?
First of all, several factors are behind the
market volatility, including the war in Ukraine,
higher inflation, rising interest rates and the
lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, while these factors may be specific to
the recent market decline, volatility itself is a
common feature of the investment environment.
In fact, history shows that corrections of 10% or
more happen about every year, and declines of
15% or more have happened every other year, on
average. Furthermore, while 2022 has thus far
been challenging for investors, it was preceded
by a long period of strong markets, with the S&P
500 averaging more than a 20% return over the
past three years.
Knowing the typical frequency of market
volatility and reviewing the results of the past
few years may make the current situation seem
less shocking. But you don’t have to simply “ride
out” the downturn – because a down market may
give you the opportunity to buy more investment
shares at good prices. Specifically, you can expand your holdings in companies that have good
growth prospects due to strong management and
products or services that provide sustainable
competitive advantages. And this type of op-

portunity is important, because one of the keys
to building wealth is to increase the number of
shares you own in your various investments and
hold them for the long term. While the market
will always fluctuate, the long-term trend has
been positive, particularly for well-diversified
portfolios built with quality investments.
Of course, while it is a good idea to boost
your share ownership at favorable prices, you
still want to be strategic about it, rather than
just buying whatever seems to be the biggest bargain. In reviewing your existing portfolio, can you
identify any gaps that could be filled with new investments? Are there opportunities to further diversify your holdings? By owning different types
of stocks, bonds, government securities and
other investments, you can help reduce the impact of volatility on your portfolio. (Keep in mind,
though, that diversification can’t guarantee profits or prevent losses in declining markets.) Or, if
your portfolio has become “unbalanced” in some
way, you could also use this time to rebalance it
back to its original long-term targets. You might
also consider setting up a systematic investing
program in which you invest the same amounts
in the same investments on a regular basis, such
as monthly. When prices go down, you’ll automatically buy more shares, and when prices rise,
you’ll buy fewer shares. (However, systematic
investing does not guarantee a profit or protect
against loss and you’ll need to be willing to keep
investing when share prices are declining.)

Before this year, average annual returns
have been solid for about a decade, which makes
it somewhat easy to forget about normal market
volatility and may have led to overly optimistic
performance expectations. So, it would not be surprising if your initial reaction to the current downturn is one of concern. But by viewing the current
investment environment as a chance to add quality investments at attractive prices, you can help
yourself develop a behavior that can serve you well
throughout your life as an investor.

Christina Sulli Wilson is a certified financial advisor (CFP) with Edward Jones. Wilson’s
office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 109,
in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 504-4673995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com.
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or
qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Education
Taking proactive hiring measures
By James Gray, Ed.D.
Jefferson Parish Schools, as the
second largest employer in Jefferson
Parish, have felt the impact of the nationwide
labor shortage. We’ve taken a number of additional measures to combat the shortage. We recently earned approval from the Louisiana Board
of Elementary and Secondary Education to offer
in-house teacher certification, making us one of
only five Louisiana systems to offer this benefit.
We’re investing over $30 million in an employee
recruitment and retention stipend that earned
unanimous board approval.
Additionally, our annual spring job fair was
held Saturday, May 21. Normally invite-only, we
opened up this event to the public. Expanding
access was another proactive step to help attract
employees. Principals and district representatives

were on hand hiring for all positions including
teachers, paraprofessionals, custodians, cafeteria
workers and bus drivers. You can learn more at jpschools.org/fair.
It’s no mistake that one-third of our 2024 priorities revolve around hiring, growing and keeping the
best teachers and leaders. The pandemic and Hurricane Ida only exacerbated this need. We’ve set ambitious goals for our children, and to get there we need
a team of dedicated professionals.
Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson
Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse district
in Louisiana, serving around 51,000 students. Dr.
Gray is a 25-year veteran of public education and
most recently served as Jefferson Parish Chief of
Schools. Follow JP Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Construction training facility BuildStrong
Academy graduates first class
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111 Veterans Blvd

Sundays 5pm to 8pm

BuildStrong Academy of Greater New Orleans
opened its doors in Kenner on April 4, 2022 and held
its first class graduation on May 27, 2022. This academy location is funded by Brittany and Drew Brees and
the Brees Dream Foundation in collaboration with the
construction industry nonprofit organizations BuildStrong Academy and HBI (Home Builders Institute).
The program consists of up to 12 weeks of tuition-free classes and hands-on construction skilled
trades training with flexible scheduling. Participants
can earn nationally recognized industry certificates

which can give them an advantage in increasing their
chances of employment and the institute will also
help with job placement at no cost to the students.
Participants must be 18 years or older to apply
and no previous experience is required.
The Kenner BuildStrong Academy, a new stateof-the-art facility featuring workshops, labs and classrooms, is located at 2506 Williams Boulevard in the
Westland Shopping Center. For more information visit
buildstrongacademy.org/greater-new-orleans or call
504-677-8400.
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Boxing champion Les Bonano lived a championship life in the sport he loved
By Ken Trahan
To say that Les
Bonano was Mr. Boxing in New Orleans
and the region would
be an understatement.
Bonano was my friend.
We lost Les on May 22 at the age of 79.
At the time of his passing, Les was still doing what he loved, working with Don King to get
heavyweight Jonathan Guidry of Dulac a shot at
the NABF title.
Bonano did it all in the sport that he loved.
He was a trainer, a manager, a promoter, a
gym owner.
The list of outstanding boxers linked to
Bonano was simply amazing.
From Melvin Paul to Paul Whittaker.
From Jerry Celestine to “Super D” John
Duplessis.
From Anthony Stephens to Dominick Carter.
Most recently, it was Regis Prograis who
benefited from the efforts of Bonano as part of
cards at Lakefront Arena.
The list goes on and on.
Bonano promoted fights in New Orleans, in
Metairie and on the Gulf Coast with great success.
When many thought the sport was dying,
Bonano kept it alive. He refused to yield.
Bonano was also smart.
In some of the cards he put on this century,
Bonano included female bouts and included MMA
bouts on cards as well, understanding the changing dynamics of the consumer and of the contact
sports world he was immersed in.
Les did it all with a smile and with a flair for
the dramatic.
As a trainer, he motivated his charges, getting the most out of them.
As a manager, Bonano made sure he never
put his fighters in too deep, overmatched, and
carefully maneuvered their careers to get them to
the big pay day and the title shot.
As a promoter, Les was second to none.
He would stage press conferences to promote fights at all kinds of locations of sponsors.
Les always had his loyal audience who would
purchase tickets to the fights.
If you covered several of those, as I was fortunate to do, you would instantly recognize many of
the patrons sitting closest to the ring. They were
the ultimate regulars, who loved boxing and who
loved Les.
It all started when Bonano was part of the
Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Department.
Bonano was instrumental in beginning a
sports program for prisoners looking for an outlet
and boxing was the panacea.
Bonano opened a gym on Broad Street in
New Orleans and maintained it for many years.
Les was nicknamed “Chief” by many and the
name fit. Bonano was always in charge and he
was extremely good at it.
Bonano developed great relationships with
the biggest names in the sport, collaborating with
the likes of King, Bob Arum and Lou DiBella on
fight cards.

ished the race.
Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday
May the Lord truly bless his wife, Mary, his
Les was the local boy made good, having atmornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan
tended Fortier High School, Loyola and St. Mary’s
children Deslie, Darla, Derrick and Deano and their
has served as the general manager of the Saints
Dominican.
spouses and children, along with his sister, Susan
Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz SuHe served the community with the New Or- and brother Mike, along with his late brother, Ron- perdome since its inception in 1988 and does
leans Police Department.
nie, whom he joins in eternity how.
morning sports for all four Cumulus radio staLes was beloved by those in the boxing intions in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves as
dustry and by many inmates who found a way
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex- the president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works
to free themselves from hopelessness and rage
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and
with Life Resources Ministries and is president
through boxing. Celestine was the most famous of
as sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Tra- and emcee of the Greater New Orleans Quarterthose, ascending through the rankings and earn- han hosts sports talk shows nightly as well as
back Club.
ing a world championship shot against Michael “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday
Spinks in 1982 in Atlantic City.
nights during the football season and “The Three
Bonano always had a good story to tell and
those stories were compelling. I would always listen intently.
Bonano was a wonderful family man.
His family was immensely proud of Bonano
while Bonano was immensely proud of his family.
I am reluctant to use the word proud but this
is one occasion where I am compelled to do so.
I was proud to push and champion the cause
of Bonano being nominated for and eventually
elected to the Allstate Sugar Bowl Greater New
Christina S Wilson, CFP®
Orleans Sports Hall of Fame.
Financial Advisor
That induction occurred last year.
Bonano was here to enjoy and appreciate
909 West Esplanade Ave., Ste. 109
the well-deserved accolade.
Kenner, LA 70065
While family members were present, so,
504-467-3995
too, were some of those he mentored and helped
> edwardjones.com
along the way and Bonano made sure he recogMKT-5894M-A
nized them in the audience.
Bonano helped establish a boxing club in
Kenner as well as he sought to expand the sport
which he loved so much. Bonano also brought
boxing to Kenner, staging a memorable card on
May 8, 2009, at the venue which I covered.
In all, Bonano staged fight cards at the
Superdome, Municipal Auditorium, Tulane, the
Rivergate, the St. Bernard Civic Center, the Landmark Hotel and the Pontchartrain Center locally.
I wrote a piece for my website, now CrescentCitySports.com, on Bonano seven years ago.
The piece stressed how Bonano singlehandedly brought boxing to the forefront in the metro
area, how he nurtured it and how he sustained it,
even as the growth of UFC began to overwhelm
boxing on many fronts.
Les had a copy of it blown up and showed it
to me, thanking me for the kind words.
I had enormous respect for Les and I really
liked him on a personal level. It was an easy piece
to write. He deserved every word of it.
As I construct this piece, a piece of my career in my hometown has departed with Bonano
passing. He was my clear link to boxing from the
time I started in the media business in 1978.
It is safe to say that someone else may attempt to step into the void and keep the sport
alive in our area and I sincerely hope that happens.
John Hollander Gary Hollander
If it does, that will be a blessing.
Whether that is the case or not, it is safe to
say that no one will replace Les Bonano.
He was unique. He was special. He was my
3405 Williams Blvd #3
friend.
In life, Les Bonano scored a knockout. He
was a champion. He fought the good fight. He finLocally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

IRA? Don’t wait to
contribute.

Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS

Rooﬁng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

FREE ESTIMATES

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
504-292-8251

12

JUNE 2022 H KENNER STHR

Latin American News

Hurricane preparedness
By Rafael E. Saddy
After an active
2021 Atlantic hurricane
season, Colorado State
University (CSU) predicts that the 2022 Atlantic hurricane season will again
be “above-average” with major hurricanes making landfall. The university team projected nine hurricanes, four
of which are predicted to be major hurricanes.
Where do hurricanes hit the most in the United
States? From the hurricane seasons of 1851 to 2018, the
top four hurricane states on record are Florida with 120
hurricanes (37 were Category 3 through Category 5),
Texas with 64 hurricanes (19 were Category 3 through
Category 5), North Carolina with 55 hurricanes (seven
were Category 3 through Category 5) and Louisiana with
54 hurricanes (17 were Category 3 through Category 5).
If you plan to evacuate, consider personal protection equipment when stocking up on supplies like sealable drinking water and food that could last for three or
four days. All of that is especially important right now
because we’re still in a pandemic environment. You
may get to a location and not be able to find a store
open or available for two or three days.
Make sure your insurance is up to date. Flood insurance coverage takes 30 days before it becomes active.
Check your roof for hanging or loose shingles and any
leaks to prevent water damage. If you do not have one,
possibly purchase a home generator to supply power
until electricity is restored. Keep important documents
and policies in a waterproof container ready to go with
you in the event of an evacuation and keep a copy of
your important computer files on a flash drive.

In the event of an emergency, the state of Louisiana
has the primary responsibility to develop emergency management plans for incidents and or disasters, but they are
only as good as we understand them and how we prepare
to protect our property and life. Our local government
conducts the initial actions of prevention, mitigation, preparedness and response and recovery in most cases.
If the event necessitates a formal declaration of a
state of emergency, city officials will make notifications
to Jefferson Parish governing authority and emergency
management officials. If the event necessitates a formal
declaration of a state of emergency by parish officials,
notification will be made to the parish president and the
governor’s office. Assistance by the state will be given
when it is determined that the disaster or emergency is
beyond the parish and local capabilities to cope with the
disaster or emergency. Federal assistance will supplement state and local effort when it is beyond their capacity to cope with the disaster or emergency.
The city of Kenner maintains comprehensive
plans that complement and coordinate with Jefferson
Parish’s procedures for an emergency. Citizens must be
aware of the proper steps to take during an emergency.
The brochures listed below are available in Spanish and can be printed from the city of Kenner’s website,
www.kenner.la.us. They contain important information concerning the city’s storm procedures. Click on
the “Government” tab and then “Office of Emergency
Management” to access the following brochures.
City of Kenner – Hurricane Preparedness
City of Kenner – Business Disaster Planning
City of Kenner – Public Assisted Evacuation
City of Kenner – Contraflow Instructions and Map
Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Guide

Give your family
Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

Community announcements
Kenner Hispanic Fest – Honors the rich and diverse Hispanic legacy in Kenner and the surrounding
region. Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the 2022 fest
kicks off Saturday, August 6 and 7 starting at 3:00 p.m.
at Kenner City Park located at the corner of Vintage and
Loyola drives. The event will offer activities for the whole
family including Latin food, dances, crafts and live international and local music. There are many opportunities
to participate in this event, including becoming a title
sponsor, presenter or food vendor. Visit www.galamusic.org for more information or call 850-766-4602.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – Children’s
Immunization Care Mobil will be at the center on Monday, June 20, 2022, from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. A July
4th celebration will be held on July 1, 2022, from 10:00
a.m. until noon. The center is located at 4312 Florida
Avenue and offers various programs as well as access
to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 504-469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs
air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. and 9:00
p.m. For more information and program schedule, go
to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
Kenner City webpage – For information about
city resources and information in Spanish go to www.
kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on Información en
Español (information in Spanish).
I leave you with this thought. “Better to have, and
not need, than to need, and not have.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for the
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors
of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Health
Summer heat and hydration
By Craig Goodwin
With the summer
months approaching
and average temperatures getting above 90
degrees, we need to take precaution with fluid replacement during outdoor exercise and activity. Summer Little League baseball, adult softball leagues and
outdoor barbecues are in full force during the summer
months. We need to understand the importance of
fluid replacement with outdoor activity in hot weather.
Water is the most critical element in our daily
diet. In the best of conditions, the body can survive
60 days without food, however, but only 10 to 18 days
without water. Under normal everyday conditions of
working and activity, the body needs approximately
two quarts of water per day. However, continuous
sweating during prolonged exercise can reach a rate
of one quart per hour and under hot environmental
conditions, sweating may be as great as 2,000 milliliters per hour – slightly more than two quarts.
To explain the importance of water regarding body weight, one pint of water is equal to one
pound of body weight. Under heated environmental conditions, a loss of 4,000 milliliters – 4-5 quarts
of water – is a 5% loss of body weight in a 160-pound
athlete and a 4% loss in a 200-pound athlete. Both
percentages are performance and life threatening
to the athlete competing in this type of environmental conditions.
Runners and football players can lose eight
to 10 pounds of body weight during a two-hour
workout. A loss of body water equaling two to three
percent of body weight will begin to affect performance adversely. With losses in the 4 to 5% ranges,
the body begins to lose its capacity to carry nutrients in the bloodstream, as well as lose its ability
to remove heat from the body. Unless water is replaced, body temperature will rise, leading to heat
exhaustion, heatstroke and even death. Caffeine
acts as a diuretic and alcohol provokes dehydration
and both should be avoided during outdoor competition in hot environmental conditions. Loss of body
fluid and dehydration has also been known to provoke bronchial spasms in children during exercise.

The following are some guidelines for fluid replacement during outdoor activity and competition:
Drink small amounts of water frequently rather than large volumes infrequently – 6 to 8 ounces of
water every 15 minutes.
Drink cold beverages that are refrigerator temperature to help reduce core body temperature.
Have fluids available at the practice site and
remind players to drink frequently during practice.
After a workout, replenish fluids at the rate of
one pint for every pound lost. Body weight should be
back to normal prior to the next workout. Weight after an event compared to weight immediately prior
to an event is a good indication of total body water
loss.
Water is the best fluid for replacement during
exercise or competition. You will find that some
younger athletes may prefer other choices of fluid
replacement during competition. If using an electrolyte drink such as Gatorade or Powerade in the
powder form, cut that solution with water and my
suggestion is to use more water than called for in
that mixture. Juices need to be diluted with five
parts water and sodas need to be diluted with three
parts water to reduce the glucose concentration.
Always encourage athletes to hydrate properly
prior to prolonged exercise or competition in a hot environment. Intake of water should be approximately
16 ounces at 15 to 30 minutes prior to the workout.
Remember that we lose our ability to recognize thirst
when large amounts of water are lost during competition, so take additional steps prior to exercise and
caution during exercise to avoid fluid loss.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin
is co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner
Star Orthopedic column.

Law
Common objections made in
Johnny Depp vs. Amber Heard trial
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
The popularity of
Court TV and the most
recent television coverage of the Johnny Depp vs.
Amber Heard trial gives the general public a glimpse
into the day-to-day trial procedure usually only privy
to judges, lawyers and their clients. One thing that
many have noticed are the various and sometimes
overly used objections made by the lawyers. These
objections are important to trial procedure to keep
a clean and accurate record of testimony and evidence. The following is a brief simple explanation of
some of the most heard objections throughout the
recent Depp vs. Heard defamation trial.
“Objection! Leading.” A leading question is
one that suggests the answer. If a question is posed
on direct examination of a witness that leads the
witness to a certain answer, then the question is
objectionable as leading. This is usually the case
with “yes” or “no” questions. Leading questions are
usually allowed for simple background information,
but when someone is asking about issues directly
related to the case, leading a witness during direct examination is objectionable. However, during
cross-examination or the examination of a “hostile”
witness, leading questions are allowed.
“Objection! Lack of foundation.” A question
or response can be objectionable if a person failed to
explain the background circumstances of how they
know the information. The proper foundation for
both questions and answers must first be laid. When
answering about specific facts, the witness needs to
set the stage and explain how he or she knows the
information.
“Objection! Speculation.” If a witness does
not know a fact to be true or not, but testifies about
it anyway, this testimony would be objectionable as
speculation. A witness must have personal knowledge of a fact to testify about that fact and put it into
the court record. In the same respect, if a question
that is posed can only be answered by using specula-

tion, the question would be objectionable as calling
for speculation.
“Objection! Hearsay.” Hearsay is probably
the most used and most confused objection made
during any trial and especially during the recent
Depp vs. Heard defamation trial. The technical
legal definition of hearsay is “an out-of-court statement by a non-party being offered for the truth of
the matter asserted.” A witness can only testify as
to what he or she knows to be true, not what was
heard from someone else. If a witness tries to testify
about what a non-party told them or tries to enter
into evidence something in writing that a non-party
wrote, then the testimony or written evidence would
be objectionable as hearsay. Upon an objection, the
judge may rightfully stop a witness from telling the
jury about anything he or she overheard from someone who is not in court and not planning to testify
themselves about those comments. However, if the
person who made the statement is a party to the
lawsuit, then the witness who is testifying may be
permitted to tell the jury about their conversation
and what that other person said because the party
will be available for cross-examination. It must be
noted that, as with most rules, there are some other
hearsay exceptions that may apply to permit the otherwise hearsay testimony, but let the lawyers worry
about those.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.
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Kenner School Spotlight:
WALTER G. SCHNECKENBURGER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Walter G. Schneckenburger Elementary opened its doors in 1976. The school
was named after Walter G. Schneckenburger, a well-known and respected
civic leader, educator and coach from Kenner. The school was designed as an
open-classroom model with two kivas: The Primary Kiva and the Intermediate
Kiva; and the Library is located between the two kivas. The Computer Lab was
opened in 1997 with the help of grants. The Schneckenburger Elementary PTO
has helped to purchase software and pay
the salary of the Lab teacher. Currently, the
school maintains a diverse student population of 450, consisting
of regular and special education students. Our ESL students come
from Brazil, Venezuela, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
Jordan, Nicaragua, Vietnam, Jerusalem, Peru, and Palenstine. The
fully certified faculty and staff number 70, with a wide variety of
classifications, duties, and talents, strive to provide the learning
environment necessary for all
students to achieve academic excellence and become lifelong learners.
In addition to providing a safe learning environment, Walter G.
Schneckenburger Elementary offers many annual events/programs:
Summer Camp, Scholastic Book Fair, Quarterly Awards Programs,
Dollars For Scholars, Safety Patrol, United Way, Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO), K-Kids (Kiwanis), Kids Hope USA, Fall Festival,
Monthly Positive Behavior Incentives, Grandparents Event, Winter
Program, DARE Program (5th grade), Math/Literacy Night, Field Day,
and Healthy Choice Life Styles PE program.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,
Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident,
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard,
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are
Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can be
reached at 504-704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Schools

Jefferson Parish Schools launches new in-house
teacher certification program
Jefferson Parish Schools (JP Schools) recently
received state approval to implement an in-house
teaching certiﬁcation program to help combat the
nation-wide teacher shortage and grow more Jefferson Parish teachers. The EMBARK Jefferson program is designed to recruit, develop, certify, support
and retain effective educators committed to the
instruction, growth and achievement of students
in Jefferson Parish Schools. EMBARK Jefferson is
one of ﬁve school districts in the state of Louisiana
that offer their own approved teacher certiﬁcation
program.
“The EMBARK program is a new innovative
program that will allow our district to not only combat the teacher shortage, but allow us to cultivate
JP Schools teachers ,” said Jefferson Parish School
Superintendent Dr. James Gray. “The EMBARK program will aid the district in meeting the demands of
our district and the changing demographics. This is
a practical way to implement training that will create strong teachers in classrooms. This program is
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not only a beneﬁt to potential teachers, but our kids.”
In alignment with the Jefferson Parish
School’s strategic plan, “2024: The Future Our Kids
Deserve,” the district’s belief is that every child, regardless of zip code, gender, race or creed deserves
a highly effective educator. This program supports
that initiative by providing a practitioner-based
program designed to help candidates learn through
implementation rather than watching, and by providing consistent feedback to improve practice that
promotes a culture of growing and learning together.
This program is tailored to meet the needs
of individuals and is designed with the novice in
mind. The EMBARK program offers direct access
to advanced support systems at the district and
school level, Praxis support for Praxis II (Praxis I
in unique circumstances) exams and is available
as a low-cost option. The district will accept 25
aspiring educators in year one with the goal of
expanding in future years.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194 • FAX: 504-364-9366
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Government

Jefferson Parish Council announces projects for the $84 million in American Rescue Plan
(ARP) funding
The Jefferson Parish Council has announced projects to be funded by the American Rescue Plan, an act of
Congress that gave state and local governments funding to
mitigate the significant negative financial impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Jefferson Parish received $84 million
in federal funding, which will be allocated to transformational projects all throughout the parish that focus on aging infrastructure, economic development and more.
All projects are a culmination of recommendations
from the American Rescue Plan Task Force, which was established to advise the parish council on best use of funds
from the American Rescue Plan. The task force, which is
comprised of leaders from local government, civic groups
and business associations, met regularly to hear proposals
for potential uses of Jefferson Parish’s funds.
“We want to make sure that every corner of this parish
is touched, said Jefferson Parish Division A Councilmanat-large Ricky Templet. “This will be an incredible mixture
of infrastructure upgrades and economic development
that Jefferson Parish has not seen in a long time. I want to
thank my colleagues for working cohesively on the needs
of our parish as well as moving the needle with transformative initiatives.”
“It’s important that these funds are used to help
transform our parish into a better place than it was prepandemic,” said Jefferson Parish Division B Councilmanat-large Scott Walker. “With various large-scale district
projects in the works, as well as a transformational redesign of the Shrine on Airline that will allow us to fully
utilize one of our most valuable pieces of property, I think

we’ve achieved a balance that bodes well for our future.”
Big projects include $15 million dedicated to improvements at the Shrine on Airline in Metairie and the
Alario Center in Westwego, in which the parish council
also hopes to work with the state for matching funds. Additionally, funding will be allocated to many more initiatives
which help address a number of community needs with
the goal of building the future of Jefferson Parish.
According to Jefferson Parish District 1 Councilman
Marion Edwards, “The main focus in District 1 will be
coastal protection and recovery along with drainage and
infrastructure hardening. We are also going to invest in a
complete overhaul of our river batture and ferry house to
accept an anticipated return of water transit and to lure
river cruises. This was boasted as a true regional benefit by
the task force. Beautification and litter abatement across
the entire Westbank with a focus on the Westbank Expressway as well as Terrytown/Harvey streetlighting upgrades
will be part of our plan as well. Large parts of my district
are still unfortunately pulling themselves out of the disruption caused by Hurricane Ida. I hope to assist in getting
our lives back on track in the vulnerable coastal areas but
also will be focused on a new look for our river batture that
will bring an economic boost to all of the Westbank in Jefferson Parish.”
“Aging infrastructure is my most pressing concern
to use this funding for,” said Jefferson Parish District 2
Councilman Deano Bonano. “As far as economic development is concerned, the return of the old Zephyr Field into
commerce and the continuing redevelopment of the Hope
Haven Campus into a center for health and fitness on the
Westbank of Jefferson Parish are two of my priorities to al-

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Family Owned, We Shop For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Auto
Boat
Renters

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

locate funding towards.”
Jefferson Parish District 3 Councilman Byron Lee
said, “I am ecstatic about having the resources needed
to make marked infrastructure improvements related to
streets, drainage and sewerage, as well as a focus on quality of life projects throughout District 3.”
Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick
Impastato stated, “Funding from the American Rescue
Plan will be focused on transformational projects within
District 4. These include land banking, the concept of the
parish acquiring land, particularly in blighted areas, so
that we can provide direct guidance in its redevelopment.
Additionally, we plan to use the funding to initiate a façade
improvement program for the areas surrounding Lafreniere Park and to potentially support infrastructure resiliency efforts that would place utility lines underground
especially in key commercial corridors within District 4.
We are ecstatic to receive a portion of the American Rescue Plan funding for our district. Our sole intention is to
use these one-time funds for transformative projects that
would change District 4 for the good of our community.”

“The Metairie Business Development District and
Fat City are the geographic heart of Council District 5;
therefore, funding will used to construct a transportation
hub, programmable green space and much needed multipurpose building, ‘Eat Fat City Center,’ which will be focused on nurturing entrepreneurship, arts and technology,”
said Jefferson Parish District 5 Councilwoman Jennifer
Van Vrancken. “A severe lack of parking has long starved
business growth in Fat City. Constructing a centrally located parking garage and transit hub will allow businesses
there to finally thrive. Add in a building with flexible meeting space, chock full of technology, and home to a host of
business centric organizations and we will finally have the
recipe to feed existing businesses and nurture new ideas
to life.”
For more information about Jefferson Parish, visit
www.JeffParish.net. Residents can also receive regular
updates by following the parish on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram, @JeffParishGov or by texting JPALERT or JPNOTICIAS to 888-777.

cal Center-Kenner, police headquarters, fire stations,
wastewater plant and lift stations – while also addressfrom page 1
ing thousands of individual residences and businesses.
Category 3 hurricane within six hours. Ida became a
Kenner’s population suffered through 12 days without
Category 4 hurricane as it neared the Louisiana coast, electricity in high heat and humidity. Water service was
then jogged east a bit as it passed just west of metro- also interrupted for a similar length of time due to fallen
politan New
trees impacting Jefferson Parish water lines. CommuniOrleans, incations networks, including some cellular and cable
creasing impacts to
services, remained down for much longer
northwestern Jefferson Parperiods.
ish and particularly Kenner.
Within days, Kenner municipal
The hurricane reached its
employees, with the assistance
STORM NAMES FOR
peak intensity with maximum
of state and parish officials
2022
HURRICANE SEASON
sustained wind speeds of
and the generosity of several
150 miles per hour closer The following names will be used for national aid organizations
to the coast. Kenner was
and local non-profit and
named storms that form in the
pounded by relentless
faith-based groups, began
North Atlantic this season:
winds for nearly 24 hours,
distributing food, water,
with 80 mile per hour Alex, Bonnie, Colin, Danielle, Earl, Fiona, ice, tarps, cleaning supGaston, Hermine, Ian, Julia, Karl, Lisa,
gusts by noon and 90 gusts
plies and hygiene items
Martin, Nicole, Owen, Paula,
by 4:00 p.m. that Sunday.
to thousands of local resiRichard, Shary,
The highest recorded single
dents. American Red Cross
Tobias,
Virginie and Walter.
wind event was a gust of 120
and Salvation Army food trucks
miles per hour recorded at 7:40
were deployed to local intersecp.m. at Lake Pontchartrain near the
tions and to nursing facilities and
Duncan Canal pump station.
independent living centers
As soon as the winds subsided to a safe
located throughout
level, Kenner Fire, Police, Field Services and the city’s
the city.
Municipal Emergency Response Team (MERT) began
Working with
surveying the city street-by-street. Crews addressed
the city, FEMA conducted door-to-door engagements
immediate public safety concerns, identified infrastruc- in some of the harder hit areas of the city. Aid informature damage and began clearing roadways throughout
tion was distributed, and on-site registration was made
the city. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and his staff provided
available. FEMA registered 6,717 individual assistance/
daily briefings to Kenner City Councilmembers and they
housing claims in south Kenner and 18,623 in north
surveyed and reported damages and needs within their
Kenner. SBA loan applications for homeowners was
individual districts. The Kenner Emergency Operations
443 (south) and 1,594 (north). Business loans were 167
Center took calls from residents looking for information
and 151, respectively. It is reported approximately 524
on relief and aid, utility contacts and general govern- structures (residences and businesses) in Kenner were
ment inquiries about available services.
significantly damaged or destroyed. It is estimated that
As it became clear all Kenner City Hall facilities
municipal buildings and infrastructure losses alone
and all but one gymnasium had sustained significant
could top $100 million.
wind and water damage, most with compromised roofs,
Residential storm-related debris collection at
a temporary government site was established at the va- nearly 25,000 individual structures took several months
cant Macy’s located at The Esplanade mall. City crews
to complete, with over 139,202 cubic yards of vegetative
began building out that facility to support basic govern- matter, 100,705 cubic yards of construction of demolimental functioning and took immediate measures to
tion materials and 33,765 cubic yards of wood chips colmitigate further damage to some 60 city-owned struc- lected. A debris drop-off site was also operated within
tures damaged by the storm.
the city, seven days a week.
Entergy crews, who had staged in Kenner at
While the city continues to recover from Ida, it is
the Pontchartrain Center, began working long days
now necessary to prepare for the upcoming storm seato restore power to critical facilities – Ochsner Medinext page

Hurricane season
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Seton Parc
from page 1

added that the plot plans have already been completed and the first four homes will be started on
St. Elizabeth Drive.
Mesa went on to explain that potential buyers
are showing interest in larger, even more expensive
homes on larger lots and that his plans were to subdivide for lots of up to 18,000 square feet. Although he had
planned on homes starting at $575,000, interested buyers are asking for higher, more finely designed homes

that will likely increase in price.
“A prospective buyer who is currently negotiating
with us,” the developer said citing one particular example, “is talking about buying two-oversized lots to build
a single $2.2 million dollar home. Because of that and
other similar instances, I’m having to re-calculate how
to meet the desires of this marketplace,” Mesa added.
“I think all bodes well for the city of Kenner and
Jefferson Parish,” Mesa informed. “It seems clear to me
that Kenner is seen by many as a safe gem, a great place
to work and raise a family. Throw in the fact that Kenner now has a billion-dollar airport – ranked as one of

Ochsner
from page 1

With four physicians available to treat pediatric
patients, OHC-Driftwood offers access to convenient,
high-quality care for the tiniest members of the community. The four doctors are Norman Vince Hill, MD, pediatrics, internal medicine; Brandi Jones, M.D., pediatrics,
internal medicine; Mai Lam, M.D., family medicine; and
Jayesh Madrecha, DO, family medicine.
Why are pediatric well-visits important? Pediatric
well-visits are critical to ensuring that a child is reaching
important milestones, especially for those 2 years and
under. These visits allow for a complete and comprehensive check of a child’s overall health.
During a well-visit, the doctor will check for appropriate social, cognitive and language development,
ensure proper growth and provide age-appropriate vaccinations to strengthen the child’s immunity.
The physician will also check the child’s blood
pressure, heart rate and breathing. This is a great opportunity for parents to discuss any concerns they have
about their child’s health. These visits also allow for
building a relationship with the doctor.

Hurricane season
from previous page

son, which begins June 1. Predictions from weather experts are to expect another active season.
Weather experts say one of the major determining
factors in hurricane forecasting is whether there is an El
Niño or La Niña pattern present. Each pattern has different influences. El Niño usually means that Pacific temperatures remain closer to average and the Caribbean
and tropical Atlantic will experience more wind shear
that can tear apart tropical development.
During La Niña patterns, wind shear becomes less
prevalent in the atmosphere over the Atlantic. Vertical
wind shear is one of the biggest inhibitors of development for tropical systems. When there is less wind shear
in the atmosphere, storms can develop more easily. So,
La Niña could lead to increased tropical activity in the
Atlantic.
For the upcoming season, a weak La Niña is reportedly in place, and it is expected to persist through
the beginning of the tropical season. With less wind
shear in the atmosphere, there will be one fewer tropical hindrance in play. A shift to a neutral phase could occur during the summer. But if La Niña remains in place,
or even intensifies, then it’s possible that there could be
more storms.
Additionally, when tropical Atlantic Sea surface
temperatures are warmer than normal, it can also
increase the threat for more storm development, as
tropical cyclones are fueled by warm ocean waters.
Some weather experts report sea-surface temperatures
already appear above normal in the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean and off the east coast of the U.S. Much of the
central Atlantic, where most of the storms develop, is
also reportedly warmer than average.
Until the 2020 season, the Greek alphabet was assigned if the 21 initial storm names were used up. The
second and final season to use the Greek letter storm

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends developmental screening for all children during
regular well-child visits from 2 months to 5 years old. The
physician may talk to and play with the child to see if he
or she is developing and meeting specific milestones. A
missed milestone could be a sign of an underlying problem, so the doctor or another specialist may want to take
a closer look by using a more thorough test or exam.
Vaccinations
Keeping up to date with a child’s vaccines ensures
their immune system is providing optimal protection.
Getting a child vaccinated on the recommended sched-

naming system was 2020, with the first being 2005. The
Greek names were similar sounding and resulted in
some confusion. Since 2021, if all 21 names are used,
subsequent storms will take names from a new supplemental naming list with another 21 names that can be
retired if needed. The 2022 supplemental names are
Adria, Braylen, Caridad, Deshawn, Emery, Foster, Gemma, Heath, Isla, Jacobus, Kenzie, Lucio, Makayla, Nolan,
Orlanda, Pax, Ronin, Sophie, Tayshaun, Viviana and Will.
The Kenner Emergency Operations Center staff
actively monitors multiple reliable news and weather
reporting services for information on weather systems entering or developing in the Gulf of Mexico and
keeps Kenner elected officials and department heads
informed about severe weather and collectively make
decisions on how to respond. While essential city employees do remain during any storm, some of the staff
may need to evacuate. “So, we make certain to share information on local evacuation routes and re-entry plans,”
said Doug Dodt, Kenner’s Emergency Management Director, who has provided the information for this article.
“We provide them with a list of what to bring with them,
including important personal papers, cell phone charging devices and medications. Kenner residents should
likewise consider these types of activities to ensure the
safety of their families and businesses should a hurricane threaten southeast Louisiana during the upcoming
storm season.”
For more information on hurricane preparedness,
link to the city of Kenner preparedness webpage at
www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_184_77.asp. Link to
Kenner’s 2022 Hurricane Preparedness Guide at www.
kenner.la.us/pages/section_184_37.asp. Other sites
that offer extensive and reliable disaster and hurricane
preparedness info include the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) at www.ready.gov/plan, Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security (GOHSEP) at www.
getagameplan.org and the National Weather Service
(NWS) at www.weather.gov/safety/hurricane-plan.
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the best in the nation and has good prospects for a very
large, expanded land-based casino—the city becomes
potentially a golden oasis.”
Mesa continued by saying that he is very excited
about the prospects of a high-end neighborhood at Seton Parc, one that he feels will only enhance Kenner
and Jefferson Parish. “I think this is a terrific project
that is being welcomed by the marketplace,” he concluded. “When we first got started, I said that I wanted
to exceed everyone’s already high expectations. My
hope is that we are going to build a community that will
be considered one of the best in the Gulf South.”
ule is the best way to keep them healthy. If a child misses
a shot, it isn’t necessary to start over. Call the doctor and
they can schedule the next shot.
Important childhood vaccinations include Hepatitis A and B; Rotavirus; diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis;
pneumococcal conjugate; influenza, measles, mumps,
rubella (MMR); varicella (chickenpox); human papillomavirus (HPV); and COVID-19 as soon as eligible.
Maintaining regular visits
Once children turn 4 years old and receive immunizations to start school, it’s easy to forget about
maintaining regular visits, but it’s essential for parents
to continue bringing their children in for a yearly visit
even if they don’t need immunizations.
Many social and educational topics are covered
during these years in addition to monitoring growth and
overall health. A good rule of thumb is that after a child
starts kindergarten, parents should bring them in once
a year for a visit. Scheduling that visit around their birthday is an easy way to ensure it’s not forgotten.
How to prepare for a pediatric well-visit?
Parents should make notes about what’s been
noticed about their child’s health and development. In-

clude any changes in behavior or family routines.
Write a list of questions to ask during the visit. If
there are many questions, ask the most important ones
first and plan for a more extended discussion at another
time. Encourage teens to ask questions about their own
health.
Gather information that might be helpful for the
doctor to know. Share information from the school or
childcare provider, so the physician can learn more
about your child.
A well-visit isn’t the only time to seek care or ask
questions. Upon thinking of something after the child’s
visit, don’t hesitate to contact the doctor. It’s important
to keep them up to date on any new developments or
changes. This can help in making the most out of the
next appointment.
To schedule a pediatric appointment for your child
at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, call 504-443-9500
or visit Ochsner.org. Manage your child’s healthcare by
visiting MyOchsner.org or by downloading the MyOchsner app.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Beer bucket specials
and great food. WIFI.

******
OPEN FOR
LUNCH
11 AM

Wed. & Sat.
Steak Nite

******

******

Every Day
Burger Day

******

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive Achievers Association
meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Generate
Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills

June 16 & June 30

Be A Confident
Public Speaker

Aroma Catering
400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie
https://eaanola.org

Improve
Profitability

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

16

JUNE 2022 H KENNER STHR

HIGHEST CAREGIVER-TO-RESIDENT RATIOS IN THE INDUSTRY

504.290.1717 | info@auduboncarehomes.com

@ AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064

OR CALL

-

24 Hour Care & Supervision
On-Call Physician & Nurse
Onsite Doctor Visits
Pharmacist Owned & Operated
Speech Therapist on Staff
Family Counselor on Staff
Dance Movement Therapy
Daily Recreational Activities
Whole Home Generator
ActivePure® Clean Air System
24 Hour CCT V Security
IN2L Engagement Technology
Beauty Salon & Manicurist
Therapy Dog
Custom Chef Prepared Meals
Housekeeping & Laundry

504.290.1717 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
KENNER, LA
PERMIT NO. 49

www.kennerstar.com

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

JUNE 2022

